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Program  Appraisal  Division 
April.  19,  194.A 


CROP  PROSPECTS  AITD  FOOD  SUPPL 
SUI'lARY  OF  REPORTS  OF  OD  AREA 
Yifeek  ending  April  lU,  19 


Su-y-lement  on  Ep;;^:  Situation 

The  crisis  in  the  egg  price  situation  generally'  see 
improvement  noted  tov^ard  the  end  of  the  week  in  prac' 
region  where  the  price  had  fallen  the  lovrest.    There  were  still  quite  a  number 
of  "spots"  vrhere  the  price  vfas  below  250  a  dozen,  bu.t  the  number  of  them  and 
the  area  involved  was  definitely  ].ess.    The  Groat  Falls,  I.lontana  area,  and  the 
Boise  and  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho  areas  were  the  onlj  ones  involving  substantial 
prodviction  and  area  where  the  price  vi:as  still  20^  to  23'/'".    The,  Reno,  Nevada  .area 
reported  some  spots  as  low  as  15?^,  but  this  should  be  helped  inasmuch  as  the 
Farmers'  Exchange  at  Reno  h£.s  nov/  been  appointed  an  authiorized  agent  to  purchase- 
current  receipt  eggs  at  26^^  for  resale.    Several  areas  in  Washington,  Utah, 
California,  and  Uyomiing  reported  a  shortage  of  cases,  but  this  situation  was 
less  general  than  earlier.    In  some  instances  in  V/yomj'-ng  m.erchants  used  orange 
crates  and  vrere  penalized  for  this  by  tlje  receiver. 

A  nujTiber  of  references  were  rade  to.  reduction  of  flocks,  although  several  areas 
indicated  that  this  v.^as  confined  to 


the  sm.aller  producers. 


Note: 


It,  therefore,  appears  unnecessary  for  area  men  to  continue  to  send  ■ 
dailj''  wires.    If  .there  should  be  a  reversal  in  the  trend  and  lower 
prices  again  occur,  or  appear  to  be  in  the  inr;ediate  prospect,  let.  us 
know  by  v/ire.    Otherwise,  the  wires  riay  be  discontinued. 


ARIZONA 


General  production  situation 


Production  and  range  conditions  favorable.    Ranges  over  ^stocked  and  cattlemien 
urged  to  reduce  num.bers.    Reported  th.at  in  late  summer  and  early  fall  there  will 
be  more  grass-fed  cattle  for  slaughter  than  tiie  market  can  absorb  at  present 
point  values . 


Critical  com.nodities 


Production 


Cabbage 
Carrots 


Salt  River 

Valley 
Phoenix  area 


Excellent  quality.     No  market. 

Excellent  quality.  Market  fair.  Surplus  and  m;arket 
difficulties  expected  within  -nejct  two  weeks. 


Strawberries/Phoenix  are'a    How  moving  into  the  market. 


-2- 


Arizona  -  continued 

Lettuce         Phoenix  area      Quality  decreasing  due  to  hot  weather.  I.iarket 

strong  for  good,  quality.    23?  cars  daily  being 
shipped,  but  decline  expected  next  vireek. 

Supplies 

Beef  Flagstaff  area  Supplies  still  inadequate  in  smaller  coir.munities . 

potatoes       Coconino  county  reports  7  cars  still  on  hand. 


■  CALIFQRI-IIA 
(Fresno  area  missing) 
General  production  situation  -  ■  .  .  •  • 

Southorn  areas  -  Range  conditions  continue  good'.    Lack  of  rainfall  not  "expected 
to  curtail,  fruit  and  vegetable  production  because  of  heavy  rainfall  earlier', 
and  because  crop  mostly  planted  v."herc  irrigation 'available.    Feed  situation 
'still  continuing  tight.    Imperial  Valley  Kolon  acreage:    watermelons  5., 920, 
■cantaloupes  19,756  (compared  with  12,79v.  in  19/t3). 

Northern  areas      Lack  of  rainfal]..  felt  in  all  areas.    Most  areas  report 
improvement  in  pasture  and  range  due  to  limitcc  rainfall  of  past  week,  while 
some  report  that  the  ranee  outlook  continues  poor,  especially  in  lower  eleva- 
tions.   Sheep  and  beef  cattle  jnen  are 'quite  disturbed  over  the  future  of  the 
feed  situation.    They  fear  that  a  rush  to  unload  stock  will  result  in  loitering 
■of  prices  and  in  sor.x-  areas  are  demanding  through  the  press  that  m.eat  ration 
points  be  removed.    Stockmen  in  Stoclrton  area  trying  to  have  national  park  made 
available  for  grazing.    Sheepmen  and  ITar  Boards  inj^lcrth  Coast  area  urge  no-, 
restrictions  on  sale  of  lightweight  lambs  in  anticipation'  of  increas.ed  .supplies 
later.    Situation  dppoars  favorable  for  most  fruit  crops.    In  San  Jose  area 
growers  of  sm.all  white  beans  threaten  a  reduction  in  acreage  v/hich  might  amiount 
to  'iiOOjOdO  bags  if  the  support "  price  is '  not  raised^,  50  to  !|iil,'00  per.  hundred- 
weight.   Som.e  crop  loss  and  dairy,  loss  ma^'-  result  fr.om  lack  . of  tractor  drivers 
and  milkers.    Sonoma  county  reports  worst  caterpillar  year  o'n.  record,  with 
approximiatoly  30  percent  of  prune  crop  seriously  dam.aged.    Control  inadequate 
because  of  manpov/er  and  equipmient  shortage,  and  because  not  taken  quickly 
enough,    Farm.ers  worried  about  the  price  of  injured  com,raodities.    Farmers  and 
T?FA  representatives  discussing  the  establishm.ent  of  a  free  m.arket  at  Vallejo 
and  Marin  City. 

Critical  commodities 
Production 

Carrots      "  •  Imperial  ■  Demand  improving, .  m^.rket  steady  at  $1.75  to  .$2.00. 

'  Valley  Com.merciai  m.ar.ket  will  not  take  the  entire  tonnage. 


Strawberries    Los  Angeles 
area 


Growers  threaten  to  boycott  retail  market  sales  if 
OPA  ceiling  prices  are  too  low. 
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California  -  continued 


Asparagus      San  Joaquin 
county 


Peas  San  Joaquin, 

Stanislaus 
counties 

Supnlips 
Canned  ;  ■  General 
goods- 

Shortage        Santa  Rosa 
items.  ■  ■    '  ' 


Potatoes        Los  Angeles 


Beef 


Los  Angeles 


I.Iarket  cutting  should  be  conrleted  and  gr overs 
delj.verinr  cannery  asparagus  next  neek.  Labor 
unrest  still  prevalent  and  contracts  not  signed. 
Filipino      crev^s  v^orkiug.on  day  to  day  basis.  Early 
crop  ooor  but  expected  to  improve  as  season  pro- 
gresses . 

harvest  under  v/ay  bi.t  crop  poor.    Grov/ers  having 
difficii'lty  keeping  labor. 


Slov/  moveir.ent  oi'  high  ration  point  canned  goods. 
Surplus  stocks  in  hands  of  wholesalers  and  retailers. 

r-ne  wholesale,  chain  selling  exclusively  to  its  oto 
'Tnembers  reports  surplus  in  many  lines  in  v:hich 
independent  wholesalers  find  shortages. 

Prices  of  old  potatoes  holding  to  ceiling.  Ne\7 
potato  prices  down  due  to  poor  quality. 

Supply,  of  ca.:.ner  and  cutter  and  utility  grades 
increasj.ng.    Labor  problems  make  boning  operations 


Pork 
Veal 


Los  Anreles       Ample  supply, 

Los  Angeles       Surlily  m^ore  than  adequate. 


IDAHO 

General  production  situc-tion  .    ,  •  ' 

Heavy  rains  have  increased,  prospects  for  range  ajid  im.pi^oved  the  supply  of  rater 
available  for  irrigation.  •  ■Iredictions ,  are  that  irrigation  v/ater  north  of 
Bannock  county  wi].l  be  lO  to  20  percent  short,  though  south  of  that  county  there 
T.'ill  be  a  5  percent  surplu.;;.     Indications  are  that  potato  plantings  in  trie 
upper  Snake  River  Valley  'vill  decrease  5  to  10  i^ercent  and  that  acreage  y/ill 
be  used  for  sugar  beets.    Lev/is  and  Idaho  counties  not  expected  to  m.eet'  goals 
on  dry  peas  cue  to  com;paratively  high  risks  involved.    Processors  in  Post  Falls 
area  expect  to  exceed  their  1943  pack  by  20  percent  on  tomatoes,  green  beans, 
and  apples. 

Critical  corjnodities 
Si^Dplies 

Canned  Doise  Supply  limited.    Uholesalers  unable  to  replenish 

fish  stock, 

Slov  movement  of  government-ovned  stock.s  of  eggs  on  hand  is  a  seriovis  handicap 
because  liriited  storage  and  frsezer  space  available c 


General  production  situation 


MONTANA 


General  production  situation  improving  vrith  no  unusual  situations  noticed. 
Moisture  above  normal  in  some  sections  though  all  shov/  accumulated  deficiency 
in  last  six  months ^  and  situation  becoming  m.ore  critical  in  Billings  area. 
Fire  control  committees  being  reorganized  for  rural  fire  protection.  Prospects 
are  that  fire  hazards  will  be  greater  this  year  than  in  194-3 •    Reports  on  early 
lambing  favorable,  ■  Labor  supply  short  but  relieved  by  imiportation  of  Jlexican 
nationals.-  Hater  content  of  snow  sho\vs  there  will  be  plentiful  supply  for 
im-igation.  ■■  '  ' 


Critical  comm.odities 


Production 


Hog  J 


Great  Falls 
area 


■  Critical  phase  of  hog  surplus  has  ended,  though 
lard  stocks  remain  excessive.    Farm  killing  still 
reducing  amount  moving  through  local  retail  markets, 


Potatoes     •  Billings 
Helena 


Supplies 
L'eat  Billings 


Inquiries  still ,  comiing  in  for  government  purchase. 
U.S.  No.l  miGving  out  and  lower  grades  moving  satis- 
factorily. .  Non-producing  sections  now  inquiring 
about  potatoes. 

Spoilage  in  cheaper  cuts,    llerchants  claim  points 
too  high,  ■      . ; 


Canned  Billings 
peaches 
and  peas 


Not  moving  because  of  l:igh  points.  Large  supply  of 
peas  on  hand.  /  .  ,  :■  .  ; 


NEVADA  ■■  ,  . 

General  production  situation 

Farming  conditions  favorable  and  operations  in- full  swing.    Milk  production 
may  be  seriously  affected  and  several  large  outfits  go  out  of  business  in  Reno 
area  if  many  men  18  to  26  are  drafted.    According  to  the  AAA,  potato  acreage 
may  be  reduced  as  farmers  consider,  the  support  progrsim  weak.    Sheepmen,  on 
range  expect  good'crop.  ;    '  .  .  ■. ,.  .  ,  '  • 

Critical  commodities  ^    ■  ■  .  .' 

Production  .„  .  ,.   .    •• .     ■■■    r         ■  ^  ■ 

None  '  '  .       .  ■     / .  ■;.    ■■  ■" 

Supplies  '    ■  •    v  '  '  ■ 

Apples       •.   Reno  Continue  to  be  scarce. 
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OREGON 

General  prodiiction  sitiiation 

Inprovoment  in  crop  situation  predicted,  duo  to  rains  of  tiie  past  v.reek.  Normal 
laiTib  crop  expected.    Si'gar  beet  acrear.'e  in  Pendleton  area  almost  double  that 
of  19A3.    Some  complaint  that  labor  from  Japanese  relocation  centers  is  not 
moving  out  rapidly  enough.    Aboiit  half  of  the  50,000  acres  of  crested  wheat  in 
Umatilla  county  i-lantcd  to  v.'heat  this  year. 


Production  t;-o  and  one-half  times  larger  than  in  19A3 
Farmers  v-orried  about  field  and  storage  crates  and 
antici":)ate  a  need  for  250,000  additional. 

Prob-ler..  rapidl:;'  diminisliing  due  to  dehydration 
plants  and  purchiaso  program. 

Beginning  to  move  to  rarhet.    Flocks  nlll  be  liqui- 
dated 30  to  4.5  days  earlier  than  usual. 

Larla^ting  about  25  percent  above  normial. 

Orders  curtailed  25  to  30  percent,    ko  sa?.e  for 
light  coclierols.    One  hatchery  dum.pcd  50,000  straight 
run  chicLs. 


Surplus,    harh'ets  report  it  is  necessary  to  make 
hamburger  from  front  quarters  in  order  to.clispose 
of  it.    Demand  is  for  better  grades. 

Practically  none  on  niarket  because  of  ceilings. 

Supply  becoming  excessive. 

General  production  situation 

Range  and  crop  conditions  fair- to  good  because  of  snov;  cover  during  past  months. 
Soil  moisture  very  good  in  upper  Sv:eotv:ater  and  Ilorth  Platte  valleys.  Good 
prospects  for  early  grorth  of  gras? ,    Fo  shortage  in  irrigation  water  antici- 
pated during  riajor  portion  of  •■April-July  season.     In  northeastern  areas  feed- 
ing still  being  dono  as  pastures  short  but  hay  l\olding  out  fairly  well  and 
concentrates  adequate.     In  other  areas  hay  .supplies  generally  short  because  of 
heaver  feeding  in  f.iarch  and  smaller  carryover  from.  1%3  than  expected.  Concen- 
trates short  but  enough  saved  for  lam.bing  and.  ceJving  season.    In  Laramde  area 
calving  and  lambing  started  and  large  crop  in  prospect.    Farming  started  in 
Big  Horn  Basin  and  acrea^'-e  of  beets  and  beans  expected  to  equal  194-3. 

Critical  com.m.odities 
Supplies 

Corn  Therr,opolis       Very  little  available,  . 


Critical  comnirdities 

Produe  ticn 
Onions  Halheur 
coiintv 


Potatoes  Pendleton 
area 

Turkey  Portland  area 

'breeder  hens 

Hens  Portland  area 

Baby  chicks  Portland  area 


Supplies 
Lo'.7  grade      Eugene  area 
m.eats 


Fr3'"ers  Portland 
Bacon  Portland 


1 
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UTAH 

General  prodv-ction  situation 

Annual  cooperative  survey  just  completed  shows  potential  water  supply  is  jood 
over  entire  state  except  for  Cache  Valley  and  the  Ogden-Weber  areas.  The 
potential  shortage  there  is  not  critical  but  the  3ituation';justiiies  careful 
conservation  of  water  and  a  planting  prograra  that  v:ill  soiuoyrhat  liirdt  -the -late 
season  crops.  ■  General  prospects  good  for  the  fruit  crops.     In  Davis  and  Box 
Elder  counties  the  apricot  crop  will  be  less  than  1913,    Farmers  in  Prove  area 
who  planted  potatoes  last  seasozi  tending  tc  plant  onions  instead,  the  limiting 
factor  being  ].ach  of  seed.    Labor  and  raachincry  shortage  the  factors  which 
.will  most  affect  planting  and  potential  production' of  grains,  sugar  beets,  and  • 
truck  crops,    A"-i  expanded  program  of  operations  has  been  announced  in  the 
Uintah  basin  soil  conservation  district  to  include  conservation  vrork  on  appro- 
ximiately  324  farms  and  ranches.    Range  shearing  has  begun  and  lambing  operations 
are  very  favorable. 

/        .  .  ■  •     ■  ■ 

Critical  com.modities 


Movem-ent  sjow,  some  spoilage  occurring,-' 

150  gallons  daily  still  being  poured  down  drain. 
Model  Dairy  using  150  gallons  daily,  Paramount 
Dairy  condensing  as  m:Uch  as  possible  and  distributing 
to  Y/ober  Central  Dairy  for  processing. 

I.iarkoting  of  all  grades  except  choice  definitely 

slow,         '  - 

Marketing  slow,  , . ' 

Increased  m.ovemiont  of  tom^.'^toes  and  choice  grade 
peas  reported.  Low-grade  peas  moving  slowly  at 
retail  level . .  •  .  . 

■  WASKIjTGTON 

(Chehalis  area  m.issing)  ... 
General  prodxiction  sitruation  ■  ■     ■  ... — 

Recent  rains  have  brightened  crop  outlook  in  palouse  area  and  improved  dry- . 
land  farm.ing  areas  greatly,    although  tliey  l-iavt-  delayed  the- peak  of  the 
asparagus  harvest.    Approximately  14-0  Mexicans  have  arrived  in  Yakima  area  to 
work  in  asparagus  fields  and  hop  yards.    VJinter  wheat  crop  looking  better  in 
Spokane  area  and  many  believe  rains  may  overcome;  tlio  v.dnter  iseason  rainfall 
deficit.    Supply  of  grain  in  Seattle  area  seems '.adequate  until  •pastures  are 
opened  in  tv^o  or  three  T.'eeks.    .'Jo  corn  available  and  mill  feeds' -are  still  • 
scarce,  '  .  ;  .  ■ 


Potatoes  Cache  county 
Skim  milk  Ogden 


Supplies 
Beef  Ogden 


Hogs  Ogden 

Canned  veg,  Ogden, Brigham 
Cit^'",  Davis 
county 


I 


T/ashington  -  continued 


Critical  conmodities 


Production 


Hogs 


Spokano 


Poultry  Spokane 

Supplies 
Butter  Seattle 


Meat 


Seattle 


Potatoes  Seattle 


Apples,  Seattle 
cue  urnb  c  r  s ,  b  a  r  la  na  s 


Larger  receipts  than  usual.    Prices  dropped  to 
support  price  during  v/eek. 

Hatcheries  furnishing  baby  chicks  and  feed  to  cus- 
tomers v/ho  had  stopped  raising  chickens. 

Sales  dropping  off.    Ample  supply  available  of  all 
grades.    Srrall  surplus  of  B  and  C  grades  accumulating. 

Pork,  good  supply.    Veal,  none.    Beef,  shortage  of 
good  beef,  ample  supply  of  canner  and  cutter. 
Packers  claim  too  groat  a  loss  on  good  beef.. 

Sliortag<.  of  No.l  Oregon  and  Idaho  varieties,  but 
surplus  No. 2. 

Scarce . 


Soy  meal  Spokane 


More  available  tr.an  before. 
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Pro[;rain  Appraisal  Division 
April  26,  1%/^ 


CROP  PROSPECTS  AND  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
SUmiARY  OF  REPORTS  C'F  OD  ATiEA  SUPERVISORS 
Tfeek  ending  April  21,  19/+^ 


ARIZONA 


General  production  situation 


Production  situation  continues  to  appear  satisfactory.    Alfalfa  crop  in  Phoenix 
area  below  average  due  to  unusually  cold  weather.    First  cutting  now  moving 
to  alfalfa  nills.    Producers  in  Tucson  area  report  egg  p^roduction  falling  off 
and  local  supply  promptly  liquidated  at  average  "ranch  run"  prices  of  29  cents 
a  dozen. 


Critical  conr.iodities 

Production 
Carrots  .       Phoenix  area 


Grapefruit    Phoenix  area 


Supplies 
Onions  General 


Beef  cattle  Tucson 


Prices  firm  but  this  is  believed  to  be  only  tempo- 
rary. (Last  vfoeL's  prediction  of  surplus  and  dif- 
ficulties ahead  still  applies). 

Price  strengthening  and  expected  to  hit  ceiling 
p/ithin  30  days. 


Reported  that  onions  are  to  be  released  from  Llexico, 
limited  to  5  cars  a  week  up  to  May  15. 

Local  slaughterers  dislike  FDO  75.2,  amendment  7, 
v.'hich  causes  them  to  limit  purchases  of  larger 
beeves  to  51  head  per  week  in  order  to  avoid  the 
set-aside  and  boning  provisions  of  the  order. 
Killing  in  excess  of  51  head  limited  to  small 
yearlings  of  good  grade. 

(llpjie*  Only  ore  Arizona  local  slaughterer  appears 
to  be  seriously  affected,  by  this  order,  and  he 
has  filed  a  reouest-  f oy  ^5«j]iption) . 


CA-LIFORIIIA 


General  production  situatioii 


Southern  areas  -  Range  conditions  continue  good  v/ith  feed  situation  tight. 
Good  grov/ing  vreather.    Labor  shortage  continues  to  harass  pachers.    Egg  pro- 
duction has  reached  peak  and  begun  to  decline. 

Northern  areas  -  Light  rains  this  week  were  beneficial  to  pasture  and  grain 
crops  in  most  areas  but  too  light  to  benefit  most  other  crops.    Livestock  feed 
situation  still  serious.    Hay  crops  light  and  unless  rains  come  early  in  the 
fall  livestock  men  vdll  be  faced  vrith  necessity  of  abnorm.ally  heavy  m.arketing 
of  cattle  .and. sheep  at  that  timie.    Cattle  and  sheep  operators  in  Tuolumne, 
Calaveras/  and  I.Iariposa  counties  h^ve  requested  opening  of  national  park  for.' 
grazing.    .The  high  miountaih  area  near  Fresno  received  U  inches  of  snov/,  making 
/40  inches,  now  oh  ground  as  compared  to  Uh  at  tl'is  tire  last  year.    Fruit  crop 
outlook  good  except  for  some  hail  damage  in  scattered  spots  near  Redding  and 
in  Sutter,  Yuba,  and  Placer  areas.    Spotty  frost  damage  and  caterpillar  infes- 
tation likely  to  produce  poor  prune  crop  in  Sonoma  county.    Some  frost  damage 
to  walnuts  and  prunes  in  Napa  county.    Apricot  tliinning  under  way  in  San  Fran-' 
Cisco  area. 

Labor'    Shortage  at  canneries  slov/ing  asparagus  harvest.    Deferments  of  essen- 
tial m;en  under  '2b  obtained  in  most  cases  in  Santa  Rosa  area.    Dairy  labor 
scarce  in  Sacramento  area.     In  Stockton  area  supply  seems  adequate  for  the 
present  except,  for  a  few  tractor  drivers  and  miilkers.    In  San  Jose  labor 
m.eeting  disclosed  that  large  growers  are  putting  emphasis  on  obtaining  Mexican 
nationals.    Fear  expressed  that  not  enough  understanding  of  the  labor  situa- 
tion v'ill  be  built  up  to  secure  the  volunteer  help  that  v;ill  be  required. 


Critical'  commodities 


Production 


Eggs 


General 


Situation  improved  in  all  areas.    San  Joaquin  county 
still  reporting  prices  of  200  to  23^  with  heavy  ' 
culling  of  flocks.    Reduction  of  flocks  and  poor 
hatchery  sales  of  baby  chiclis  reported  from.  Alam.eda 
coi;nty.    Los  Angeles  reports  279,/i.l5  cases  in  storage 
Lack  of  disposition  c  f  governmexit  purchases  still 
a  problem.  ' 


Asparagus 


San  Joaquin  £ 
Contra  Costa 
^  counties 


Almost  all  canning  plants  have  begun  operations. 
Field  labor  unsettled  but  apparently  sufficient. 
Cannery  labor  short. 


Carrots 


Im.perial 
Valley 


I!arL:et  stronger.  Som^e  sold  this  week  at  02.25. 
Demand  improving. 


Lettuce         Fresno  and         Packing  going  well,  quality  poor.    Spring  crop  not 
Salinas  areas    holding  up  on  quality. 


Potatoes 


Fresno-Edison 
district 


Moving,  but  quality  poor  due  to  early  frost. 
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California  -  continued 


Suonlies 


FIo.p:s 


Butter 


Canned 
fruitj 


Fresno 


Producers  complain  that  siipport  price  not  effective 
as  slaughterers  ignore  it  so  lorg  e.s  no  claim  rade 
for  subsidy. 


San  .Francisco    Heavy  supply.    Will  be  corrected  by  reduced  points. 
Los  Angeles       Movement  restricted  by  high  points  but  prices  remain 
at  ceiling. 


Potatoes        Los  Aiigeles 


General 


Prices  of  new  potatoes  declining  sharply,  those  of 
old  potatoes  holdiJig  to  ceiling. 

r.Iovoment  slow  di;e  to  high,  ration  point  values.  Some 
conplair.its  that  canned  peaches  are  deteriorating, 
Sonom.a  county  re]-)orts  no  response  fromi  local  v/hole- 
salers  to  V.'FA  offer  to  help  move  surplus  stocks  east. 


IDAHO 

(Idaho  Falls  area  missing) 

General  production  situation 

General  rains  and  continued  cold  T.^eati  er  somev.'hat  retarding  crop  growth  and 
spring  operations.    IIo  frost  damage  reported. 

Critical  co riro d i t ie s 
Production 

Potatoes        I.IoscoY/  area       Situation  improved  due  to  m.arketing  of  No.l  grade 

from-  Lewis  and  Idaho  counties  through  regular 
channels  and  purchase  cf  surplus  field  run  by 
dehydrator  plant  at  Cald\"ell. 


Surplus  in  wholesalers '  hands  of  standard  grade 
peas,  tom.atoes,  and  tomato  sauce.    Desire  to  sell 
to  other  areas. 

WYOMII;G 
General  production  situation 

Range  conditions  improving  in  northern  area  and  Carbon,  Sweetv/ater ,  and  Uinta 
counties.    Barring  bad  April  storms  hay  will  hold  out  in  most  areas,  although 
critical  in  Carbon,  Sv/oetwater,  and  Uintsi  counties.    Feed  concentrates  just 
adequate.    Considerable  loss  of  calves,  and  lambs  due  to  bad  weather  in  Converse, 
Natrona,  and  Fremont  counties,  '■ 

Critical  commodities 

Eggs  General  Production  still  at  peak.    Prices  strengthening. 

Dem.and  increasing. 
Corn  Therm.opolis  Unavailable. 


Supplies 
Canned  Boise 
goods 


General  nroduction  situation 


Lack  of  moisture  critical  in  sonie  areas,    YJater  reserves  in. high  country  are 
unusually  lov-  and  rray  be  a  threat  to  late  irrigation  requirements.  Wintsr 
wheat  in  .gpod  condition.    Lambing  reported  continuing  favorable.  Condition 
of  live^'tocl:  good  with  ar.iple  feed  to  carry  ranyge  stock  until  new  grass  is- 
available.     It  is  believed  the  livestock  increases  in  the  state  are  cpnfiried 
to  small  producers  and  new  outfits ,  and  that  generally  the  old-time  producers 
aro  conservative  about  increasing  tlieir  livestock  numbers.    Marketing  of  hogs 


larger  than  a'  3-ear  ago  and  prices  lov/er  than  last  week, 
and  irrigators  felt. 


Lack  of  sheepherders 


Critical  commodities 


Production 


Eggs 


killings  area 


Great  Falls 
area 

Helena  area 


Supplies 
Lard  Great  Falls 

area 


Situation  well  in  hand.    Government  purcliasing  agent 
has  handled  2,S00  cases  in  G  days. 
Situation  better ,  although  extension  of  support  to 
current  receipts  was  too  late  to  prevent  extensive 
culling  of  flocks. 

Prices  have  strengthened.    Excesses  too  small  for 
carlots;  moving,  west  by  truck. 

Accumulating  beyond  local  requiremients. 


IJEVADA 


General  production  situation 


Range  conditions  in  Reno  area  and  White-  Pine,'  hye,  Lincolp,  and  Esmeralda 
counties  poor  due  to  dry  wii:ds  and  cold  weather.  f.Iay  improve  with  recent 
storm.s  and  T'arm.  weather  following.  -   '   -  ■  - 

Critical  commodities 

Potatoes       El^''  district     Approximately  ■50- tons  U^S.  No.l  siirplus.    Attempts  . 

being  made  to  ad^'ust  situation  at  area  level. 

Lambs  Reno  area  i-Io  lambs  being,  sold-^  -or  slaughtered  due  to  unfavorable 

price  structure."  ' 

(Note J     If  above  reference  is  ir>pbrtantj  it  should 
■         .■  r.be.  elaborated,   ,Are  there  actually  no  sales?  .To 

•    ■  whom  is  the  prDxe ,  "unfavorable".?) ' . 


OREGON 


General  production  situation 

Rain  and  showers  during  the  past  week  indicate  normal  developnent  of  most  crops. 
Forest  Service  officials  expect  normal  development.    V/inter  wheat  looks 
favorable.     Livestock  producers  in  Eugene  area  who  must  purchase  their  feed 
and  depend  upon  hired  help  have  generally  reduced  operations. 

Critical  commodities 
Production 

Eggs  Asiiland  1,600  cases  not  yet  offered  to  WA,  probably  should  be, 

Pendleton  Price    unchanged  except  v/here  purchasers  have  a 

government  contract. 
Portland  Surplus  moving  throv.gli  regular  channels. 

Onions  I.Ialheur  county  Increased  acreaf':e  causing  a  demand  for  m.ore  field 

and  storage  crates. 

Potatoes        Portland  Purchase  program  has  stimulated  private  buyers. 

ITo.l's  moving  rapidly  should  cause  No.2's  to  move 
into  trade, 

Eugene  area       Additional  ''/FA  purchases  needed  to  relieve  surplus. 
Supplies 

Fryers  Portland  Few  appearing  on  market. 

Canned  goods  .  Eugene  area    liovement  slow  and  surplus  stocks  accumulating. 
Lard  Eugene  area  Surplus. 

Hogs  Eugene  area       Surplus.    Producers  reducing  breeding  stock. 


UTAH 

( Prove  area  m.issing) 

General  prodi^ction  situation 

Storms  and  precipitation  have  delayed  spring  work,  ^paused  some  sheep  loss,  but 
improved  potential  water  supply,    Farm.ers  still  report  machinery  and  labor 
shortages  curtailing  spring  planting.    A  general  15  to  20  percent  increase  in 
sugar-beet  plantings  over  indicated.    Farm  sign-up  for  Rich  and  YJeber 

counties  shov;s  increased  acreaged  of  tomatoes,  sugar  beets,  wlieat,  barley,  and 
com.mercial  vegetables;  with  a  reduction  of  potatoes,  dry  beans,  and  alfalfa. 
In  those  counties  indications  show  an  800-head  increase  in  milk  cows,  /^,000 
chickens,  and  a  decrease  of  300-head  in  hogs  and  5,000  turkeys. 

Critical  commodities 
Production 

Skim  milk      Ogden  Surplus  reported  two  weelis  ago  being  used  due  to 

cooperative  effort  of  dairies. 


Utah  -  continued 


Supplies 
Hogs  Ogden 


Beef 


Ogden 


Canned  General 
vegetables 


Marketing  of  200-270  pound  steady,  other  grades  slov;. 

Choice  grain-fed  cattle  scarce.    Canner  and  cutter 
coKs  and  ■common  vealers  hard  to  sell. 

Movement  slow  at  retail  level.    Thought  this  is 
primarily  due  to  home  canning  and  victory  gardens. 


General  production  situation 


T/ASHIMGTOH 
(Chehalis  area  missing) 


Heavy  rains  generally  halted  farm  work.    Pasture  and  grazing  land  improved. 
Tractor  shortage  in  Yakim,a  valley  critical  and  farm  machinery  allocations  slow 
in  arriving. 


Critical  comm.odities 


Production 


Milk 


Eggs, 


Spokane  arej 


General 


Surplus  throughout  area,  especially  T.'alla  Walla 
where  there  are  no  processing  plants. 

Acute  situation  seems  to  have  been  passed  and  con- 
ditions improving.  ' 


Potatoes       lakim.a  valley    100  ton  surplus  still  on  hand. 


Supplies 
Pork, canner  Spokane 
&  cutter  beef 


Beef 


Seattle 


Veal  '&  Lamb  Seattle 
Pork  ■  .Seattle 

Potatoes  Seattle 

Butter         ■  Seattle 


Poultry 

Hallocks 
Sugar 


Seattle 

Spokans 
Spokane 


Supplies  accumulating  due  largely  to  discontinuance 
of  Lend-lease  prurchasing. 

Small  amounts  of  better  quality  available  due  to 
change  in  set-aside  order. 
V^ry  scarce. 
Plentifiil , 

Short  supply  of  No.l,  and  surplus  of  No. 2. 

Grades  B  and  C  accumulating  due  to  small  difference 
in  prices  of  grades.    Grade  A  moving  satisfactorily. 

Laying  hens  available  on  market,  when  they  ordinarily 

would  be  kept  for  egg  production. 

Shortage  of  raspberry  hallocks  (crates)  indicated. 

Local  processor  of  sweetened  condensed  skimmed  milk 
unable  to  receive  enough,..- ,  (Notes  If  this  is  impor- 
tant to  utilization  of  present  milk  flov;,  we  should 
know  cause  of  unavailability.    Looks  like  an  OPA 
matter) . 


<P^  Program  Appraisal  Division 

6lS  May  11,  19^ 

.  .     .  CROP  PROSPECTS  AND  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

■  SUmiARY  OF  REPORTS  OF  OD  AREA  SUPERVISORS 
Week  ending  May  5,  194.4 


■  Critical  Comrnodities 


IIVESTOGK  PRODUCTION 


Flagstaff  area 

Fresno  area 
Santa  Rosa  area 

Los  Angeles  area 

Portland  area 
Great  Falls  area 
Billings  area 
Ogden 


MEAT  v'.UPP.T- lar 
Phoenix  are i 


Beef  cattlemen  continue  to  be  alarmed  over  increase  in 
cattle  numbers  T^rith  market  vreak.    Producers  feel  that  relaxa- 
tion of  slaughter  restrictions  and  possibly  lowering  of 
beef  point  values  vfould  materially  aid  the  situation. 

Hog  prices  "not  so  good"  as  slaughterers  buying  at  a  low 
price  and  not  claiming  subsidy. 

Increased  movement  of  lambs  to  slaughter  apparent  since 
first  reduction  in  points,  although  medium  and  light  weight 
lambs  not  moving  with  same  speed.    Buying  power  high  enough 
to  demand  best  grades. 

Movement  of  canner  cows  should  be  helped  by  removal  of 
ration  points.    Heavy  run  has  not  materialized,  probably 
on  account  of  recent  light  rains. 

Increased  demand  for  lower  grades  of  cattle,  top  grade  fed 
steers  exceeding  ceiling  price.    Hog  market  cleared  this  week 

Some  cattle  placed  on  feed  due  to  short  range  feed.  Hog 
moyement  slightly  above  normal,  but  absorbed  without  difficul 


Marketing  of  cattle  light.  Hog  movement  ia  heavy, 
f-edors  going  back  to  feed  lots. 


Sone 


Marketing  situation  v/orse  than  at  any  time  during  period 
of  heavy  hog  slaughter  last  fall  and  winter.    Storage  space 
•'tight"  at  all  meat  packing  plants  vifith  the  result  that. 4.00 
head  of  hogs  were  held  over  on  Thursday.    This  was  largely 
cau-sed  by  American  Packing  &  Provision  Co.  cutting  down 
their  weekly  kill  from  3,500  head  to  1,500  because  of 
gvercro-/?d3d  storage  and  slow  movement  of  government  stocks 
of  beef  and  pork.    Suspension  of  rationing  expected  to  help. 


Beef  shortc-.pe  I'dll  be  alleviated  /oi^ewhat  if  ^irid  wlien  Phoenix 
Packing  Co=  ve -pens  for  slaughter' o"^  meat  animals — which 
they  expect  to  lo  within  near  fivbure'.  .. 
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Flagstaff  area 

California 
San  Diego 
Stockton 

Idaho  Falls  area 

Salt  Lake  area 
Las  Vegas  area 


Seattle  area 
Great  Falls  area 

Billings  area 
EGGS 

Flagstaff  area 

Fresno  area 
Los  Angeles 

North  Coast  & 
Petaluma 


Outlying  communities  continue  short  of  beef  due  to  distance 
from  railhead.    Supplies  not  furnished  by  national  packers. 

Butcher  shops  generally  experienced  no  great  rush  for  meat 
vrith  removal  of  points. 

Heavy  demand  for  pork,  veal,  and  mutton.    Shortage  of  veal. 
Not  much  change  in  demand  for  beef. 

Demand  larger  than  supply.    Full  effect  of  change  in  points 
not  apparent.    Some  butcher  shop  operators  concerned  over 
points  involved  in  meat  purchased  prior  to  ration  change. 

Reduction  of  point  values  caused  no  appreciable  increase 
in  purchases  for  first  fev  days.    Butchers  concerned  about 
selling  beef  steaks  and  roasts. 

Veal  very  scarce.    Some  butchers  featuring  baby  beef  as  veal. 

Meat  dealers  report  that  fancy  cuts  of  beef  are  moving  too 
fast  in  proportion  to  the  rougher  cuts,  and  it  is  believed 
,  that  there  should  be  a  further*  reduction  of  points  on  all 
types  except  fancy  cuts,  expecially  roasts.    Movement  of 
roasts  practically  at  a  standstill.    Since  they  move  slowly 
in  summer  months  a  reduction  in  points  would  relieve  the 
situation  in  warm  weather.    Steaks  moving  well.    T-bone  and 
loin  steaks  could  stand  an  increase  in  point  values. 

Veal  and  lamb  scarce.    Pork  plentiful.    Small  supply  of  top 
grades  of  beef,  adequate  supply  of  canner  and  cutter. 

Meat  supplies  more  than  adequate  for  beef,  and  tendency  of 
cheaper  cuts  and  stews  to  accumulate  increasing.  No 
district-?/ide  report  on  effect  of  point  changes. 

Beef  steaks  and  roasts  starting  to  pile  up. 


Merchandising  campaign  of  CD  has  helped  relieve  surplus. 
Egg  receipts  still  heavy  with  purchasing  stronger.  Situa- 
tion under  control. 

Cases  still  short  v/ith  no  used  ones  available.    Army  will 
accept  local  delivery  in  fiber  cases. 

Industry  Committee  decided  to  continue  consumer  campaign 
through  May.    Over  330,000  cases  now  in  storage  in  area. 
Supply  of  small  eggs  backing  up.    Lag  in  shipping  instruc- 
tions for  government  purchases  causing  complaint. 
Active  campaign  still  under  v.'ay  to  move  eggs.    Receipts  at 
peak.    Apparently  all  hatcheries  have  reached  end  of  setting. 
One  plant  reports  10  days  storage  ahead  when  a  short  time 
ago  had  only  one. 
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Idaho  Falls 
Boise  area 


Great  Falls  area 


Spokane  area 


Seattle  arei 


Prices  remain  at  21  and  23  cents  case  run. 

Surplus  expected  to  continue  for  a  no nth  in  rural  towns 

away  from  trade  centers. 

Production  still  above  normal.    Government  purchase 
scheduled  for  next  week  expected  to  stiffen  prices  which 
range  now  from  23  to  25  cents. 

Comm.ercial  Creamery  released  notice  on  hay  5?  "Important 
notice  to  egg  shippers  do  not  ship  us  eg;;,'s  during  week  end- 
ing May  13.    Egg  receipts  are  so  heavy  we  are  unable  to  dry 
fast  enough,  and  with  no  cold  storage  space  available,  we 
are  asking  all  shippers  to  hold  their  eggs  in  a  cool  place, 
and  TiTC  hope  to  be  able  to  receive  some  eggs  later.    We  are 
also  notifying  Railroads,  Express  Co.  and  Truck  Lines  that 
we  cannot  accept  shipments  until  after  May  13." 

Distributors  report  sales  have  decreased  and  expect  pro- 
duction to  drop  in  near  future.    Storage  facilities  situa- 
tion remains  acute. 


Goshen,  Larami'e, 
Platte, cts .Wyoming 
Albany  &  Cargon 

BABY  CHIC'I^S    '  . 

Prove  area 
Salt  Lake  area 


Production  still  great  and  surplus  exists.    Price  to  pro- 
ducer holding  at  26  cents. 
Price  30  cents. 


Sales  about  J^O  percent  of  last  year. 

Production  continues  high  with  some  producers  in  outlying 
areas  selling  eggs  at  IC  or  20  cents  a  dozen.  ' 


FEED  AND  FEED  WIffiAT 


Fresno  area 


Santa  Rosa  area 
ASPARAGUS 


Critical  feed  shortage.    Requests  for  information  on  release 
of  surplus  potatoes  as  stock  feed  received.  Stockmen 
interested  in  quantity  of  potatoes  that  will  go  to  distil- 
lers against  the  quantity  converted  to  stock  food.  • 

Shipments  greatly  curtailed  of  feed  v/heat,  and  much  v>reed 
infested  feed  arriving  requiring  local  cleaning. 


Garfield, Columbia,  Processing  plants  in  full  operation.  Labor  situation 
Walla  liTalla,  TJash.    relieved  by  importing  of  Mexican  nationals. 

CARROTS 


Phoenix  area 


Market  strengthened.    Bunched  crates  02.15  to  02,50  f.o.b. 
Phoenix.     19  cars  shipped  one  day.    Peak  harvest  within  10 
days.    Industry  believes  purchase  program  in  California  has 
strengthened  market,  but  that  carrot  deal  operating  on 
borrowed  time . 


Los  Angeles  & 
Imperial  Valley 


GKEI:RIES 

Los  Angeles  area 
Sen  Joaquin  county 
San  Jose  area 

OLIIONS 


San  Joaquin  county 


PEAS 

Santa  Clara  county 
Umatilla  county 
POTATOES 

C  DC  onino  c  ountj''  ■ 

Portland 

SPINACH 

San  Jose  area 

Fresno  area 
TOUATOES 

San  Joaquin, Merced, 
Stansis.  counties 


Firmer  market  for  dehydration  and  consumer  outlets  causing 
carloadings  in  Imperial  Valley  exceeding  100  -cars  daily. 
Diversion  program  poorly  received  by  stock  feeders.  Trans- 
portation difficulties  also  encountered  there.    Best  brands 
at  ceiling. 


A  few  received  in  market.    Prices  very  high. 

Crop  30  to  35  percent  over  last  year.    Harvest  starts  next  we 

Crop  larger  than  last  year. 


4-0  percent  increase  in  acreage  of  spring  and  early  summer 
onions  over  last  year.    Late  onions  to  be  increased  50  per- 
cent.   With  favorable  weather,  crop  expected  to  be  large 
enough  to  cause  some  difficulty  in  moving. 


Heavy  supply  with  some  growers  finding  it  difficult  to  locate 
outlets.    Area  office  has  assisted  through  cooperation  of 
Quartermaster  Corps  and  San  Francisco  free  market. 

Serious  concern  over  possible  short  labor  supply,  mostly  ■ 
overcome  by  report  that  the  allocation  of  r.lexican  nationals 
Vifill  be  increased. 


Purchase  of  194-3  late  crop  by  Army  has  cleaned , up -the  good 
grade  potatoes  held  in  storage.- 

Scarcity  of  No.l,  and  surplus  No. 2  and  culls. 


Canneries  have  about  completed  spinach  quotas  (based  on  tin 
allov/ance)  ^mth  some  of  crop  still  unharvested  outside  this 
area. 

Crops  finished.     Lack  of  cans  held  up  canning. 


Acreage  above  normal  and  plantings  late.  Growers  urged  to 
sign  contracts  for  labor  im.mediately. 


SHORTENING  AND  LARD 


Boise  area 


Surplus  of  lard. 
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Phoenix  area 

BUTTER 
Seattle 

ca::^:Ij  goods 

'Flagsta.if  area 

San  Francisco  area 
Seattle 

Laramie  county, Wy, 

Boise  are.a 
Salt  Lake  area' 


Pgden,Brigham  city, 
Davis'  county, Utah 


One  industrial  feeding  unit  (Aluminum  Co.)  reported  dif- 
ficult^--  in  obtaining  adequate  shortening  for  cafeteria. 
Monthly  requirements  about  1,200  pounds,  receiving  500. 


Sales  increased  due  to  change  in  point  value.  Distributors 
expect  supply  to  be  influenced  by  government  set  aside. 


Handlers  recommend' reduction  in  point  values  of  fruits. 
No  evidence  of  stock  piling,  however.    Sources  of  supply 
apparently/  able  to  furnish  unlimited  supplies'. 

Scarcity  of  canned  pineapple,  tuna,  and  shrimps. 

Movement  of  canned  goods  slov;. 

Canned  baby  foods  still  sliort -in  most  stores.  -  About  a- 
month  supply  of  fruit  cocktain  received  by  a  v^holesaler 
in  Cheyenne.  ^  '  ,   '  ■■    .. '  •    ■ ' 

Shortage  of  canned  fish  and  cheese.      ,  " 

Canned  berries,  pineapple,  and  grape  juice*  iSC'A'rc'e  and 
replacements  difficult.  '  "  '' 

Rerr.oval  of  tomatoes  from  ration  list  ha's  ac'fr'elfe.rat'^d'- •move- 
ment at  all  levels.    Low-grade  peas  moving ' fee tter.'. 
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ARIZOM 

General  production  situation 

Eange  conditions  in  northern  counties  continue  to  "be  good.    In  the  eastern 
(Greenlee,  Graham, Gila)  counties  lack  of  rainfall  and  drying  winds  indicate  poor 
grass  crop  on  range.    Lack  of  moisture  on  Gila  river  watershed  points  toward 
a  shortage  of  v/ater  in  the  agricultural  areas  of  Greenlee  and  Graham  counties. 
Some  pumping  "being  done  at  present  with  indications  of  heavier  pvimping 
reqiiirements  in  the  summer  month s» 


General  production  situation 

Southern  areas  -  Vegetahle  acreage  in  Los  Angeles  area  expected  to  "be  a"bo^t  tSae 
same  as  in  19^3»  concerned  over  UO  percent  decrease  in  availalile  trucks 

for  handling  future  harvest.    Plans  "being  made  to  furnish  farmers  with 
school  children  help  for  the  harvest.    Tictorj''  garden  activity  reported  less 
than  last  year.    I'eed  situation  still  unsatisfactory  except  for  slight  increase 
in  offerings  of  new  crop  "barley. 

northern  areas  -  April  rains  improved  prospects  for  range  feed  and  grain. 
Seasonal  farming  operation^  from  one  to  two  weeks  late  in  Stockton  area.  Hay 
crop  heing  harvested  in  San  Jrancisco  area.    Volunteer  hay  crop  very  light. 
Apricot  crop  expected  to  "be  "best  since  19^1*    Shortage  of  la'bor  and  high  cost 
had  prevented  some  archardists  from  thinning  crops  in  Alameda  County  which  may 
result  in  small  fruit  which  will  "be  difficult  to  market.    13,000  acres  of 
tomatoes  to  "be  planted  in  Alameda  county,  and  large  acreage  for  San  Jose  area. 
Prune  crop  in  Sonoma  county  expected  to  "be  18,000  tons  compared  with  28,000 
last  year.    Movement  gaining  momentum  in  Santa  Rosa  area  to  request  short  crop 
to  "be  considered  in  esta"blishing  pear  and  prune  prices  "by  WPA.    Pear  crop 
damaged  "by  frosts.    Napa  county  growers  plan  meeting  for  solution  of  similar 
pro"bloms. 

La"bor  situation  mentioned  in  all  northern  areas.    The  only  critical  problem  ii 
the  Presno  area.    In  San  Jose  area  la'bor  supply  more  than  adequate  with  all 
jo"bs  "being  snapped  up  as  offered,  and  no  difficulty  expected  for  several 
months,  although  dairymen' complain  at  lack  of  milkers  and  say  they  will  cut  down 
herds.     Santa  Ros?.  reports  that  la'bor  considered  to  "be  in  slight  excess  in 
some  areas  now  "but  harvest  requirements  will  still  require  large  num"bers, 
although  production  may  drop  some  in  dairies  due  to  drafting  of  younger  men. 
Sacramento  area  reports  the  principal  la"bor  requirements  are  for  fruit  thinning, 
tomato  planting,  and  sugar  "beet  thinning  and  there  is  adequate  field  la'bor  for 
this.    Dairy  la'bor  is  still  very  scarce  there,    Stockton  reports  general  farm 
la'bor  adequate  at  present  with  some  shortage  of  milkers.    Power  requests  for 
tractor  drivers  due  to  release  of  some  la'bor  of  this  type  from  shipyards. 
Some  growers  worried  over  harvest  la'bor.    Lack  of  housing  facilities  'becoming 
acute  question  with  farm  la'bor,    During  coming  month  2,000  more  workers  than 
in  same  period  last  year  needed  for  peach  and  apricot  thinning  and  cherry 
picking.    Transportation  during  peak  of  fruit  harvest  in  Sutter-Yu^ba  areas 
expected  to  "be  serious,    A  shortage  of  trucks  and  drivers  anticipated. 
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General  production  . situation  ■  ■    -  ■  ■  " '  ■ 

PavoraTDle  weather  of  last  tvfo  w,eelcs  has  favored  operations.    In  Uorthem  area 
many  farmers  working  2^  hours  a  day  in  pea  planting  operations.    Some  concern 
in  that  area  over  a  shortage  of  hay  acreage  (65  percent  of  goal)  which  may 
necessitate  a  further  reduction  of  livestock  nunhers.    Hez  Perce  county 
reports  that  some  fanaers  who  have  "b.een  una"ble  to  work  land  until  recently 
are  planting  wheat  instead  of  pe^s  or  "bean 3 ♦    Jruit  orchards  in  Lewiston  area 
in  excellent  condition.    Potato  plantings  in  Upper  Snake  River  valley  will 
"be  ahout  5  percent  under  last  year.    In  the  Boise  area  the  acreage  of*  onions 
is  increased,  and  potatoes  decreased.    Late  irrigation  water  reserves  in  that 
area  are  low. 

MOHTMA 
(Helena  area  missing) 

General  production  situr.tion 

ITcai'ly  all  of  ,  Billings  area  dPJigerously  dry  even*  though  there  have  heen  some  ' 
local  showers.    Prospects  "better  i^  four  northeastern  counties  of  Great  Palls' 
area,  elsewhere  moisture  hadly  deficient  retarding  growth  of  winter  wheat. 
Ranges  already  grazed  too  close  for  safety  as  the  result  of  an  open  mild  winter 
and  are  not  recovering.    Stock  hold  for  quick  gp.ins  must  he  either  fed  or 
disadvantageously  marketed.     Stock  reservoirs  are  low  and  irrigation  reserves, 
particularly  on  Sun  River  project  will  "be  inadequate  if  spring  irrigation  is 
necessary.    Beet  seeding  SO  to  90  percent  complete  in  Great  Palls  area  "but 
rain  needed.    Conditions  exceptionally  good  for  lamhing.    Sheep  shearing  started 
in  some  localities.    Lahor  situation  generally  fair  excejjt  for  skilled  irrigate rs 
and  laj"'^ing,  and  ih  some  sections  tractor  operators. 

(Reno  area  missing)  r.. '.  ,. 

General  production  sittiation  '  '  '■"  " 

No  comments. 

OREGON 
(Eugene  area  missing) 

General  production  situation 
Seasonal  activities  normal* 


mm 

General  production  situation 

li/eather  moderated  in  latter  part  of  week  and  was  conductive  to  new  growth. 
Reports  indicate  that  a  good  yield  will  prevail  even  though  spring  is  late. 
The  re  cord- "breaking  precipitation  during  April  in  northern  part  of  the  state 


UTAH  (Continued) 


increased  the  water  content  and  removed  all  fears  of  a  water  shortage  in  the 
sumner.     Sugar  "beet  planting  nearing  completion.    Fruit  prospects  look  very 
good.-   Sheep  shearing  past  its  peak  and  many  range  flocks  are  lamhing.  Onions 
a  popula-r  crop  in  place  of  potatoes  in  Prove  area. 


General  production  situation  .     ,.  ; 

li'/eather  conditions  over  western  half  of  the  state  have  "been  cool  and  no  st  all 
crops  have  "been,  delayed  at  least  a  week.    "In  the  Puget  Sound  area  crops  have 
"been  delayed  to.  such  an  extent  that  normal  shipping  outlets  may  not  take  the  ton- 
nage expected.  ,  In  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  around  Spokane  growing  conditions 
are  "better  than  last  year,   out  many  crops  are  Just  "being  planted."    Good  crop  of 
tree  fruit  is  indicated.     Strawheyry  acreage  in  Seattle  area  "below. that  -of  last 
year,  while  acreage  qf  peas  increased.  V/inter  wheat  prospects  good*    Eange  ■ 
conditions  good,  although  heavy  grazing  is  the  rule.    Livestock,'  espec'ially-"- 
"beef,  on  the  increase.    Potato  and  carrot  plantings  lighter,  and  onions  heavier;.  • 
than  last  year  in  Yakima  valley.    La'bor  situation  in  Seattle  area  serious, 
especially  on  farms  and  in  food  processing  plants. 

General  production  situatioa  , 

Grass  very- late  because  of  snow  and  cold.     Good  crop  of  grass  assured  'by -heavy  . 
moisture.    Sped  generally  adequate  throughout  state,  and  "just"  adequate  in 
Laramie,  Goshen',  and  Platte  counties.    Hay  very  scarce  in  Alhanyj , .Carhon,  ' 
and  Sweetwater  cotmtios;  and  adequate  in  Laramie,  Goshen,  and  Platte  counties* '  . 
Winter  v/heat  and  rye  look  good.    Lan'bing  progressing;  "bad  weather,  .c^Jid  shortage 
of  help  causing  losses.  ■  '.' 


Reserve 
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CROP  PROSPECTS  AND  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
SUO'IARY  OF  REPORTS  ^F  OD  AREA  SUPERVISORS 
Week  ending  T.Iay  18,  19-iA 


Critical  Commodities 


LIVESTOCK  PRODUCTION 


Tucson  area  .  ■  . 
,  Phoenix  area- 
Santa  Rosa  area 
Stockton  area 


San  Diego 


Los  Angeles 


Eureka  area 


Great  Falls  L 
Helena  areas 


Provo  area 


Slaughter  of  beef  cattle  curtailed  by  labor  shortage,  chaftg« 
in  set-aside  order,  and  ration  point  change. 
Quality  of  cattle -comirig  to  narke't  decreasing.    Beef  shortage 
continues  to  some  extent,  mainly  due  to.. inability  to  ol?tain 

labor,  ■       ■  '       ■  '  '  .  ,    .  .^.! 

Butchers  worrying  about  accvinulated  stocks  and  waste  since 
practically  all  buying  is  unrationed  meat.  ' 
IVholesalers  and  butchers  report  d,ef inj.te  shortage  of  Grade  A 
and' better  beef •  and  suj^plus  of '  C  and  lov/er  grades.'  "Agitation 
among  beef  meh'in  area  to  request  removal  of  points  from 
lower  grade  beef  to  increase  movement  of  that  type  of  meat. 

Supplies  of  meat  adequate  unless  labor  troubles  occur.  General 
complaint  on  quality  of  beef.    Slaiighter.  of  veal  heav;^. 
Surplus  of  lar'd  bothering  local  packing  houses  T/ho  are  having 
difficulty  "getting  desired  certificates  for  export  to  I.Iexico, 

Labor  predominating  factor  in  entire  meat  picture.  Possibility 
of  strike  looming  in  comiection  v^ith\'-non-sSttlement  of  SvJift, 
Vernon  controversy  relative-  to  disparity  between  wage  rates 
of  large  and  small  packers.    Lovrer  grade,  beef  animals  not 
moving  as  expected.    Change  in  support-weight  of  hogs  not 
affecting- market.  '      •     '    ■/ ''' 

Sufficient  livestock  available  for  most  slaughter  purpqses.- 
■?.-ith  the  exception  of  AA  and  A  grade  beef.  ' 

Drou.ght  conditions  follov.dng- over-grazing  during  past  open 
V';inter  forcing  movem.ent  of  cattle.    Livestock  in-  fdir  condi- 
tion-now ?;i  11  shrink  hereafter  with  present  range  indications. 

Livestock  v^eak  and  poor.    Loss  in  several,  herds. 


I.1EAT  SUPPLIES 

Boise  area  Sales  off  on  beef  roasts.    Point  free  beef  sales  increased, 

as  well  as  pork,  ham,  and  bacon, 
Idaho  Falls  area    Beefsteak  and  roasts  not  point  free  accumulating  and  causing 

alarm  among  the  trade. 


Flagstaff  area       Shortage  of  veal  attributed  to  recent  removal  of  ration  points. 
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California 

Billings  area 
Helena  area 

Reno,  area,, 


■  Tliroughout-'the  state  reniov.al  of  ration  points  on  meat  caused 
Short  f  liirry  of  buying  btit  manpower  shortage  prevented  extra 
slaughter  anticipated. 

No-point  meat  caused  glut  of  steaks  and  roasts.    Prices  of 
hogs  dbvm  to  support  price. 

Veal  and  lamb  in  hands  of  independent  markets  scarce. 
Reported  adequate  by  chain  stores. 

*  /  Lifting  of  pointis  not  beneficial,  because,  retailers  unable  to 
'Obtain  sufficient  supplies'  of  veal,:  laKb^  and  mutton. 

 '  Ketailers  favor  removal  of  points  .on  front  quarters  of  beef 

except  rib  steak,  due  to  accumulating  stocks.    Supplies  of 
pork  adequate  r/ith  retailers  but  som.ewhat  excessive  with 
packers'.    Hogs  in  area  being  killed  due -'to  hi^h  feed  cost?^ 
.    and  shortage  of  pork  is  expected  to  :  re  suit  rithin'next  j'-ear. 


Portland '.area  '; 
^  Pendleton,  area  ' 
Eugene  (:  Rose- 
burg  areas 

Salt  .Lake  area 


.Ogden  ar.ea. 


Seattle 


■'Veal  and  •  lamb  scarce  in  retail  outlets.  .  ' 
■ Somo  complaint  of  bacon  backing  up.  ,  .    .  , 

Local  " slaughterers  unable  to  handle  all  hogs  offered  by  the 
producers . 

,t?holesal-e  meat  distributors  report  dem.and  for  rationed  beef 
has  dccroksfed  50  percent  more  since;  beginning  of  new  ration 
period.    *rhis  has  meant  an  increase,  in  demand  for  lamb  and 
pork.    Veal  is  very  scarce. 

Stora.'ge  ■facilitid's  of  American  Pack  crowded  v/ith  pork  and  beef. 

Pork  plehti'ful.    Lamb  and  veal,  very  .scarce.    Beef  shows  slight 
increase'' i'n  available  supply  of  .top  [grades  |  while  the  point- 
free  iWer  grades  ■'  are  moving  fast  ■. .  ■ 


.SHORTENING.  AND.  LARD 


Reno  area 


Phoenix  area 


Supplies  of  lard  in  hands' of  packers  are  backing.,:Up  due  to 
last  fall-'s  glut-i-of  hogs  on  the  market  necessitating  over-long 
feeding,  cessation  of  government  buying,  and  the  lifting  of 
points  oh  vegetable  oils . and. shortenings.    Lard  adequate  at 
rejtail  level,  but  surplus  at  .'Wholesale  level.  , 

Shortage  reported  .last  week  for  one  industrial  feeding  unit 
has' been  relieved.  - 


BUTTER 
Los  Angeles 

Seattle 


Demand  exceeds  siiOpply  'of  top  quality.  ;  Distributors  appear  to 
bo  coi.trollfi'ng'S'upplies  in  order  to  spread  for  future  needs. 

Receipts  increased  moderately,  but  no  s-urplus  felt.  Demand 
not  inci  jased  vith  lowering  of  points. 


VEGETABLS  CROPS 
Asparagus 

San  Joaquin  county 


Yakima  valley 


Carrots 

Imperial,  Valley 


Phoenix  area 
(Salt  River 
Valley) 


Cutting  of  cannery  asparagus  near: peak  as  33,SOO  acres  are 
being  cut.    Lack  of  cutters  necessitated  loss  of  2,000 
acres.    Remaining  1,000  acres  abandoned  probably  due  to 
,  economic  factors.    Total  production  larger  than  last  year. 
Prices  advanced  again  due  to  scarcity  of  supplies  of  fresh 
vegetables  for  market.    Slight  supplies  due  to  cold  v»'eather. 


Market  dull,  price  dropped  tov/ard  end  of  week  to  $2,00. 
Movement  dovm  to  about  80  cars  daily.    Still  plugging  diver- 
sion program. 

Acreage  approximately  2,500  acres  and  harvest  estimated  at 
1,500  to  1,800  cars.    A  surplus  of  500  cars  anticipated. 
Average  yield  10  tons  per  acre,  and  average  cost  to  grower 
O135  an  acre.    "No  prices  quoted  on  market  the  day  report 
TvTitten.    Shipping  holiday  for  3  days  to  start.  May  I4.. 


NOTE:  The  price  quotation  on  May  11  f^as  02.25  for  bunched  carrots.  May 
13  report  indicates  loading  holiday  in  both  Imperial  Valley  and 
Phoenix  duo  to  big  incrcas'e  in  track  holdings  f  ollowing ,  near— . 
record  shipments  from  April  2L,  to  May  6.    The  loading  holiday 
should  reduce  trac-k  holdings,  and  strengthen  the  market,  a-t.  least 
temporarily,  v/ithin  a-  very  few- days. 

Army  dehydration  contracts  and  the  feed  diversion  program  operating 
in  Imperial  Valley  should  reduce  the  pressure  of  potential  sur- 
pluses in  Phoenix.-    K'ov/evor,  it  is  reported,,  that  Los  'Angeles,  f 
dairjTion  are  using  carrots  in  very  conservative  amounts  fearing 
undesirable  effects  from  more  liberal  feeding.    Hence i  , the  Imperial 
Valley  programs  may  not  be  large  enough  to  prevent  some "waste  of 
carrots  in  Phoenix,    It  may  prove  desirable  to  make  the  feed  diver- 
sion program  available  to  growers  and  feeders  in  the  Phoenix  area 
without  increasing  the  maximum  tonnage  (22,000)  allowed  in  the 
present  docket.    This  tonnage  should  be  more  than  sufficient  for 
the  two  areas  conbincd.    Spring  carrot  acreage  in  (3alifornia  is 
only  7,000  compared  with  10,000  in  194-3;  and  Phoenix  acreage  itself 
is  dov.'n  from  5,200  to  3,600.    These  reductions  should  considerably 
lighten  the  pressure  on  the  later  part  of  the  Phoenix  deal. 


Corn 

Los  Angeles 


Lettuce, 
Salinas  area 


Small  quantities  appearing  on  the  market  from  Texas  and 
Coachella  Valley. 


Quality  of  lettuce  continues  poor  with  dr;'-  leaves  and  con- 
siderable sliming. 


Onions 

Los  Angeles  area 


Largo  receipts  received  from  several  sources. 


Peas   

Fresno  area  Crop  being  harvested  but  price  poor .i'/l/ili-;--*'"'— "••*;;'"":.,  .-.4 

Stanislaus  &  San  Harvest  at  peak  v.dth  yields  approximately  60  perc4'ntr"??f bl94.3 . 

Joaquin  counties  Some  difficulty  in  obtaining  labor.,  for  ■•'liarVest, 

>  Potatods  .    "     '       . . ,  ■ 

L0;S.,AngclGS- '  -    "'    Krlce  up  on  bettor  quality  of  nev;  potatoes.  . 
•F;resno  area'        "  No.!  grade  moving  at-  good  price.    Stock  feeders  inquiring 

•  .  .:.  ;> r;  •  '•'        as  to  culls-  for  drying  and  grinding.- 

,  ,Npr their h-- Idaho       Surplus  situation  alinost  entirely  relieved  by  Simpl6t'dehy-- 

drator  puj'chase  of  12  cars  of  potatoes  from  Bonner,  Latah, 
Nez  Perce,  Clear\7ater,  and  Lewis-  counties.    Additional  10 
cars  of  seed  potatoes  expected  to  move  from  Lewis  county 
within  the  month.  .••:•  > 

Billings  area  Some  potatoes  being  shipped  for  alcohol.               \  ... 

Seattle  •  Supplj;-  of  No.l  short,  v.'hile  ■No.2  slow  in- moving, 

Eugene  area  '  AAA.  has  agreed  to  purchase  all  the  surplus.     (NOTE;    This  is 

-  ;  •'  probably  a  COG  program  administered  by  AGP  committees) 

Spinaqh'  ■'  ' 

Seattle  Surplus -of  local  crop. 

Strjn-g:  bea-ns '  V,".  ;. 

Los  Angeles    ■ '  '  '  Market  offerings  small.    Selling  on  farms -on  account  of  low 
■•. -:    '  -■  ceiling  price  on  early  - crop.  ' 

Tomatoes  .;. 
Los  Angeles  Receipts  increasing.    Prices  somewhat  lower, 

.FRUIT  CROPS  ,  '       -'  .  . 

Apricots 

Stanislaus  county  Large  prospective  crop.    Probably  some  surplus  during  the 

pealc  of  harvest,  particularly  if  transportation  facilities 
remain  tight-. 

Cantaloups  ' 

Imperial  Valley     Will  begin  to  move'  to  market  next  week. 
Cherries 

San  Joaquin  ar6a    'Harvesting  progressing, .  Nearly  all  labor  done  on  piece  work 
•basis;  some  workers  earning  up  to  $3.00  an  hour.  Contribu-r. 
ting  to  unsettled  condition  of  labor  available  in  other 
types  of  v:ork. 

Portland  area      -  Crop  probably  60  to  70  percent'  of  normal  crop,  depending  on 

drop. 

Bananas 

Reno  area  •  '  Almost  total  absence  from  market.    OPA  ceiling  price  too  low. 

Seattle  Temporarily  short. 
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Strav.'berries 


Los  Aiicelc's 


•Las  Yogas  aroc 

Reno  area 
Portland  aroa 


Reported  being,  sold  on  black  Triarket-b'ecausc  of:loT'  ceilings 
on  early  crop.     (NOTE;    More  acctitatbly — demand  at  ceiling 
price  far  exceeds  supply.    Ceiling  to  groiver  of  20  cents 
a  pint  is  not  lov;  compared  to  precont  pre-var  average 
price  of  6  cents  a  pint), 

■.No  straivborries  being  shipped  in  from  Los  Angeles  markets. 
From  inform.ation  on  hand,  prc'babl-y  due  to  OPA  ceilings  and 
shortage  of  farm,  labor. 

Beginning  to  appear  on  iharket  at  36  cents  per  pint  box,' 
•Supply  expected  to  ,be  reasonably  sufficient  latere, 
Plartings  increased  over  l9/+3«    Crop  v.'ill  be  about  5  per- 
cent, less.,  .  ' 


•EGOS 
Flagstaff  area 

San  Diego  area 

Los  Angeles 

Northern  Calif, 


Bo  is  c  -Caldvrell 
Idaho  Falls 

Great  Falls  arc£ 


Reno  area 
Eugene  area 

Seattle' 

Northern  Wyomdng 


Over-supply  brought  into  line' rith  domahd';  buying  strong, 

Dr;o;"  in  prodL'.cti.o.n  expected  soon  since  peal:  is  past  and 
culling .  heavy.  •■'  '  '  ■'■ 

346,600  cases  in  storage,  ^  This-  vioek  16,133  received  and  175 
delivered  from  storage.    Increased  offer in^-s  to  government 
.under  -support  program.    Mid\7est  nov;  competing  for  army 
buying.  _Consur:er  campaign  being  pushed. 
Eggs  still  in  general  surplus.  ■  Fresno  reports  situation 
v.'ell  over  hump  as  cases  nov  available. 

Peak  of  production  past.    Situation  expected  ta  improve. 
Egg.'  situation  unchanged.    Continue-  at  21-23  cents  case  run, 

Flov;  continues  heavy.  Temporary  glut  of  outlets  necessitated 
government  purchase  program  at  Glasgow. 

Eggs  still  abundant  and  surplus. 
Situation  improved  in  all  sections ^ 

Peak  production  in  conmercial  flocks  past.    Many  eggs 
com.ing  in  from,  back-j'^ard  flocks.    No  storage  space  available. 
Surplus  supplies  rapidly  diminishing.  -  Shortage  of  con- 
tainers eased  considurably. 


■  ■  POULTRY  '■ 
Los  Angeles 

Eureka-Huniboldt 
area 


Removal  of  points  on  meat,  caused  drop  of  25  percent- in 
Leghorn  prices.    All  'varieties  market  v.'eak. 
Marketing  of  hens  larger  than  seasonal,  reflecting  poor 
prices  for  eggs  during  peal:  of  procuction.    Releas.e  of 
restrictions  on  cold  storage  of  -poultry  sought:  by  Food 
Advisory  Comimittee .    Slover  micx'-em.ent  in  face  of  m.eat  ration 
point  reduction. 
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Santa  Rosa  .area  .  .Approximate  porcentagGvof  sales  of  baby  chicks  in  1944,"  as 

against  , 1943  ..bj  c^lassDs  as  folloV;s:    KMI.  -  52  percont, 
. .i     ,   .     straigi/t- run  -  36;  percent,-,  pullets      53  percent,  cockerels  - 


Bil.lings  area 
'Herio  aroa 

Salt  Lake'  area' 


ProYO' arbB 


frorirdstoil  area 


.  GI-IEESE 
San  Francisco  , 
Flags tax f  area  . 
Reno  area 

•    '  ■■■'MILK- 
E'urcka  area 

Reno 

FROZEN  FOODS 
Reno  area     •  ' 

Pendleton  area 

PAPER  BAGS 
San  Francisco 


HatchoriGs  report  good  mid-season  run  of  diicks.    Plan  to 
close  do'-'n-. after-. next,,. hatchv':       ■  ■  ■   '  - 

„?oul try. (Situation  satisfactory -except  for  scarcity  of  fryers. 
Fryers  "not  produced  in  this  area  for  early  trade  because 
of  .high  feedvGGsts.  ■  " 

■Hat'che.rios  :r:epor,^t--  ord.Grs,„w-ere  about  on'  a  par  v/ith 'last  year 
up  to  Iclay  1,  but  nor.-  shoxi  a  marked,  decrease,  especially  in 
smaj.ler  chick  orders  v,^hich  ivere  very  numerous  last  year. 
Orders  for  turkey  poults  heavier  than  last  year.  ■'■•■•Some 
hatcheries  booked,  until- .and:  of 'June- and  have' turned' down 
additional  orders, 

"Same  number  of  turkey  poults : contracted ■' for  as  last  year  in 
southern  ,pa.rt  of  state,;,  :,Sligh,t:-;l,o-ss->-'but  generally  are  of 
,  better^  grade.-; this  .year^i.,- :  - 

Pract.lcally  ail ;-hen  turkeys-  marketed.  -  High  percentage 
"'b^lov.-  -that .  grade  desired  -by  -.qiiarterniaater.    Apparently  no  . 
problenf- i-expQrienq^id  ;-by  producers.  -^  -        -      '  ■  ' 


.Inadequate,  .stc^cks^  -both  at  n-rholGSal'-e-  and  retail  level. 

S^carcG._  ,  ,.  '  ■,-';    ,^  ■      ■      ■.■-:     ■  -- 

Continues  to  be  scarce,  but  supplies  better  than  pre viovisly. 


Receipts  of  mantifac taring  milk  up  by  an  estimated  6  percent 

over  194-3. "r..--   ■:::-,■•■■-'  ,', 
Supplies.^,ar©.;adequate\but .  not  excessive.' 


"Frdgen-  poaches.  :and.  ■mixed -fruits  available,  blackberries  and 
s'-trawberries;  scarco ;■..:  „  ,  '  :■  ■'■• 

Shortage,  but  perhaps  this, -is  seasonal. 


, S tor e G.. still  -unable  ,;to  obtain^ adequate  ■'supplies,  particularly 
of '  large  size  , bags-*; '.^  ■  ■  ' 


PEA'^m'T  RUTTER        .  .'  \: 
Flagstaff  ..area  Surplus.. 


■    ■  CAlt'^P:' GOODS '  '     ■    -  •  -:  V  x"  .. 
San  Francisco       ^  Canrtcd  t^na;  ,;i.nd  .  anriraps  vury  acarco .    Points  should  not 

.  .      ,       -  .    _  .  liayc-.^-Ocn  Tcno-yr.'-d.  ,  ■  • 
Se,nta  .Rp'sa  ara?L  •  •  Iloardirg -of ,  .tpmaijpcs  by  consuF.ors  appears 'to  account  for 

.,  .:■  joxtrcmcly  rapid;  iMvomont  of  stocks,  ■  • 

Sah  iTcsc'arca      '  Lack  of  movcncnt  of  si^e  2g-.can  fruits..    .Agitation  to  have 

points  roraovod.. 

FXcVgstaff  area- .  '  Shortage  .of .  canned  fruits  and  juices  in  is"6lated  ciroas 
'  ..  r  ,  .  .)  _^      bcli^Dycd -due-  to.,  their  rcquironionts  of  loss  than  carload 

.,.       lots  vrhich:  are  ■  restricted  by  ODT  rc-gu.lations .  ■  Shortage  of 
-  "  ..-  canned -fruits  in  baby  foods.  '  '  •      ■  ' 

Reno  .area  ..,  :.  Lifting  ,of  .points  -on  canned- fish 'caused  rapid  raovemcnt, 

'.  Supplies  ,cf  ;canned  and  variety  nieats  satisfactory..  Move- 

;  ..  j;;ent.  of  .-tcWiGtoeB  -and  corn  expedited  by  lowering 'of  points. 

Considerable  quantity  of  fruit  cocktail  in  hands  of  v'liole- 
.........  ,s£.lcrs.'V:'hich  thoy- have  refused,  to  kovc  to  other -areas  hoping 

.      to  dispose  •  of  it  later.  .  -  Supplies  of  canned  baby  food  ade- 
.  . ...  quate- excppt  fruit.>  .   ■'  ■ 

Bi].l:.nrs  area        Retail  bakers  report  no  canned  apples  available. 
Salt  Lake  area      .Ration-free,  vegetables-: have  .rr.oved^  from  retail- outlets  in 
,      .  about, ,.3,0  .percent  greater, -volune  .than  before.    Llost  of  tlie 
.  increase!.  v.'£s  .in  caso.rlot -quantities. 


General  pfoduction  situation 
4  .:..v   -v.J.iv./  .  ARIZOI'^  •  ■  •  ..  '     -  ■ 

General  production  situation  uncjianged  throughout  state.  '  Desert  range  feed 
in  Phoenix  area  alr.-.ost  non-existant  vith  practically  all  the  cattle  and  sheep 
having  been  moved .  to ,  summer  r-caigos  -and  pastures.    In  -Tucson  area  'general 
shovrcrs  temporarily  improyod  .the  ranges,    Navajo  county  farms  so  far  signing 
AGP  I  arm.  pledges  for  194.4-  « how  a  number,  of  notable  changes- -from  1%3,  but, 
of  coursc,_  total  output  of  the  county  is  small.    Acreage-  of  vheat  up  81 
percent,  field  corn  up  .93  -percent-, ■  alfalfa  un  32.  percontj  end  com.mercial 
vegetables  up  13$  percent,  !  Sheep  and  lambs  decreased,  from  6^!, 090'  to  36,890.. 

.   :  --i  NEVADA  ■  .   ..  "  '  ' 

Normal  b"r op 'of  tomatoes-.! ant icipate.d  in  Iloapa  Valley.-.  Tomato -plahts! are  being 
shipped' to  Utah  for  .r^^-planting,  .  iFood  conditions  arc  satisfactoiry"-ln  this 
area, -  there  feeing  no  acute  shortages;  of:, any-.-comm.odity,-  and  none -are' anti- 
cipated except,  of  course,  ^caspnal  shortageg^     :       '     .'-    v    •  -O-/.  *  ' 
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CALIFORNIA 

Sou thorn  areas  -  Food  situation  improved  by  small  offerings  of  barlov  fron 
Imperial  valley.    V'ith  no  cottonseed  and  linseed  meal  available  until  July 
many  cattlemen  :g,re  'using  soybean  meal  to  fill  in.    This  item  is  being  allo- 
cated to  dealers  and  producers  through  their  associations.    San  Diego  received 
considerable,  feed  v/heat  but  encountered,  difficulty  due  to  presence  of  Canadian 
..thistle.    Shortage"' of  labor  for  hay  harvest .  in  Imperial  valley  reported,  and 
of  r:ii].!:er£  in  Sah  Diego  area,  - 

Northern  areas  -  Volunteei^  :  hay  yields' 'on.. about  10,000  acres  in  A.lameda  county 
are  expected  to  average 'about  one  ton  per  acre  as  com^pared  with  last  year's 
\3'^ield  of  riimTe  "  than  '  two  tphs     'J" o:ir  yields  expected'  in  San  Joaquin  county, 
; -PfvSt'are  is-  drying- rapid3.y...Qn;  eastfern  sid'e  of  San  Jose  area,   Ilepercugsions  of 
'  feed,  shortage  v/ill  be  felt  most  keenly  next  January  r/hen  most  livestock  men 
will  be  comipletely  out.,  of  feed.    Sac  re  men  tp  area  r'eports  that  in  m.any  counties 
grain  crop,g.,  will:  be  cut'  for.  hay,-.  Crop  prospects,' for  wheat,  oats,  and  barley 
,  in. -this 'a'tea;.  are  not- too  good,  :  and -the  first  cT.itting  of  alfalfa  is  lighter 
■  than  usuai,,    Th©  hay' sittiation  in  general .  is  expected  to  be  far  below  normal, 

;  .In.  the -Fresnp;  area  S- c. -W 'co;ntacti-^'ig  growers,  .on  carrots  for  dehydration.  Appro- 
ximately 50Q\.a'^:^'es''a2^Q  'to  be  looked' over.'    There  are  also  7,5.00  acres  of 
meions'-'ahd  cantalou.ps  in  Fresno  area,    Shopk  dealers  plan  to.  take  care  of  their 
own.  custom.ers  but  not  new  growers,  "  Fro'st, damage. to  fruits  in  North  Bay  area 

.  increasing.,  in  extent,  vith  continuing 'danger  of  additional  frost.    Pear  crop 
in  Alameda-'and-^Cqntra 'Costa  ..counties"  almost  .a  co-mplete  failure.    Lake  county 
reports  less  .  thaB  50  -percent  . of -5ull  crop  of  pears,  Mendocino  county  approxi- 
mate 13^50  percent,  and  Napa  county  51  percent.    Large  percentage  of  No, 2  grade 
fruit  may  be  expected.    Prune  estimates  continuLe  lovr.    Somie  additional  grape 
dam.age  in  Mendocino  county,  but  unestimiated  at  present.    Growers  concerned 
over  support  prices  on  fruits .  Ap;p.ie.-.  Grop'-'gstlmated  at  75  percent  of  19-43 
with  ].ate  apples-;  ■particularly'' light,  forecasting  light  dried-apple  production 
of  quality-  desired  by  governm.ent .... ; S©.ason  appears  to  be  about,  a  week  or 'two 
late.    In  Sacramento  area  warmieir  weather  has  bpen  favorable  to  fruit  crops: 
which  are  still  sligiitly  bel.o.v.r  normal  ■  in,' development,  ■'  AlaLiedc.  cherry  crop, 
estimiated  at  1,000  ton's',''  '     .  ...  '  /     ■  .  ,  ■ ■  -'. 

Seasonal  ■  f  ar  mo  per  at  ions'  -over,  entire  'area'  progressing  with .  considerable  loss 
of  time  due  to' ..the  fact''t-h-at'.',la.borers--are'  re.fusing '  to  vJO'rk  for-  iiourly ■  v^age  .. 
rates,  dem.a.-ading- that- ■thinning /and^-. other  work  be.  done:  on  contract 

and  piece-' work  .basis,-    This'  ia  making- considerable  confusion  among  farm 
laborers.  -  Some  small  groups  ,o!f ,  war '  prisoners  v'ill  be  tried  next  week  in  San 
Joaquin  county,  particularly' in  asparagus  fields  and  peach  thinning.    Lack  of 
proper  housing  facilities  for  farmi  labor  becoming  serious  in  that  area  as  .. 
increased  volume  of  this  type  of  lata'$>r.''':is-'' demanded ,    Action  being  taken  by 
farm.ers  in  San  Joaquin  county  to  reqtiest  that  -  houses  in -rural  ar.&as  and  labor 
camps  hovising -war  workers  be  tur-ned:  over 'to  farm,- laborOr's Agitation 'in  '.. 
Merced  c.ounty  oyer  plans  miade.  by  California  Fish.;.-and  GafnO  Commission  to  have 
governm.ent' allow.  150.  second  fe.et  .of  water  to  1*1  ow  dovra  San  Joaquin  river  in 
.order  that  salmon  might  run  up  thQ  river'.    This  \70uld  mean  that  approximately 
97,000  -acres  of  grass  pasture  would  not  receive  irrigation  water  from  this 
source,  and  wou].d  cax-ise  serious  loss  of  livestock  feed^ 


IDAHO 


Northern  Idaho^  reports  plr.nting.  operations  are.  nov;  generally  complete  tjirough- 
out' area.    Tfhile  farmers  v.T.iting  for  rain,  v7or]:  is  beglnn,ing  on  summer  falloT.-. 
■Dry 'pea  acreage  about  10 ■percent  short  of  goal  for  northern  area.     In  the 
Bbise'  area  v/arm  v.'eathor  is  improv,ing  the  range.    Planting  of  rov/  crops  should 
be  completed  in  about  ten  days  v/ith  some  tendency  to  convert  to  crops 
I'equiring  the  least 'labor.'   Potato  planting  at  Idaho  Falls  is  well  under  v.'ay 
-v.'ith  schools  closing: to.  release  childreij  for  v:ork  in  the  fields.  Previously 
reported  35-  cars;  of  No. 2  U.S.,  , and  B-l's  potatoes  in  Madison  County  have  been 
contracted  to  out-of-state  dehydratorj  women  and  children  will  be  employed  to 
sort  the  ■•■potatoes ,  .  •;  ••' 

MONTANA      '  •  •      •       ,  ■ 

With  the  exception  of  four  counties. -in  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  state 
v'here  fair  rainfall  occurred  last  v/eek,  the  production  situation  in  northern 
Montana,  east  of  the  divide  is  rapidl;'  beconiing  critical.    Early  seeding  of 
spring  rheat  has  germinated ' but  later  seeding  still  dormant  for  lack  of 
moisture  and  v/inter- v/heat  .t'hich.:earlier  showed  an  unexpected  recovery  from  a 
dry.vjinter  has  not  made  normal  .'growth .     In  -  southern- Montana  suga.rbeet  ground 
is  still  being  irrigated  though  a  shortage  of  irrigation  water  in  orceins  and 
rivers  exists.    In  northern.- Montana  .it  appears  that  sugar  beets  will  require 
irrigation  whieli  rill  impose  a.  drain  on,  stored  v'a.ter  reserves -already  low  due 
to-  low  snow  cover,  in  tl-ie- ■  mountains ,     Declared  intentions  of  farm.ers  to  plant 
do  not  equ£.l  last  year  on  m.any  crops.     Lambing  conditions  continue  favorable 
in  northern  Montana.    Southern  Montana  reports  possibility  of  a  poor  lamb 
crop. 


Production  situation  continues  to  be  satj,sfactory^    Warm. weather  has  im.proved 
growing  conditions i  •.  Small  -redaction  of  beef  cattle  in  Eugene  area.'  Caltle 
and  hog.  roceip"bs  at  local  m.arLot  have :  increased  10  to  20  percent  over  previous 
v/eek,-  or -100. ■  percent  ovv^.r  same  period  -a  j-'car  ago  in  the  Portland  area.  '-About 
same  number  .  of  cowS:,and..hei-fcrs  for  milk  , as  of-  la^t  year.  .  Sm.all  ■  decrease  in 
sheep  numbers.    Sr.iall  increase  in  laying  hens  and  pullets  and  slight  increase 
in  feed  grains,  but  a  sm.all  reduction  in  fryers. 

AAA  records  indicate  36,600  acres  seeded  to  canning  peas  in  Pendleton  area, 
which  is  about  a  25  percent  increase  over  194-3.    Shortage  of  labor  or 
unseasonal  weather  might  cause  some  of  this  acreage  to  be  harvested  as  dry 
peas.    Early  range  in  this  area  is  short. 


UTAH 


The  v.'arrn 'i7cather  of  the  past  \7eck  brought  rapid  gror.'th  of  all  planted  crops, 
pastiaragc,  and  range  forage.    Recent  development  of  pastures  has  relieved  the 
hay  shortage  ■  in  most  sections  v/horc  supplies  wore  becoming  extremely  •.  scarce . 
Gror.'th  of  alfalfa  hay  ^7as  very  backv.'ard  during  April  in  Ogdcn  area  but  is  nov; 
reported  doing  v.'ell  in  Cache  and  Box  Elder  counties.    Dairy  covs  are  being 
turned  into  pastures  and  milk  production  rill  soon  reach  its  peak.  Fruit 
prospects  in  the  Salt  Lake  area  look  very  favorable  as  the  recent  cold  weather 
retarded  trees  from  blooming  until  the  frost  danger  had  passed.  Transplanting 
of  tomato  plants  has  started  on  a  large  scale  in  Salt  Lake  area,  but  is- not 
yet  well  under  v;ay  in  Ogden  area.    Ice  cream  manufacturers' heppy.  about  the 
change  in  TJFO  8  and' feel  it  has  somewhat  relieved  the  temporary  milk  surplus. 

Continental  Baking  Company  of  Ogdcn  has  reduced  its  daily  production  of. bread 
by  1,000  loaves  as  result  of  induction  of  six  men  under  twenty-six  into  the 
arniy.    No  replacements  are  available  yet,      ,  ■ 

'  '  •■  wASHiiiGTON  ....  .r.,^: 

■  (Chehalis  and  Spokane  missing)- 

Rainfall  this  v;eek  lias  improved  growing  conditions  of  vegetable  crops  and 
pasture  lands  in  area  around  Seattle.    Tlio  spinach  crop  in  that  area  is  heavy. 
The  shortage  of  hay  is  somewhat  relieved  by  the  opening  up  of  the  pastures. 
In  the  Yakima  Valley  low  temperatures,  .caused  some  damage  to  fruit  crops  in 
more  exposed  spots.    AAA  ::^i.=  n-ufs  show  a  heavy  trend  toward  war  crops  in 
Yakima  Valley.    Truck  ■  arid  tractor  applications  are  far  larger  than,  supply, 
Rangd  conditions  are  good  and  an  adequate^  supply  of  wheat  .  is  .  coming  i.nto  the 
Valley.  -i  ■  ;.  .  :.>■ 


WYOMING 
(Laramie  area  missing) 

A  few  days  of  v.'arm  weather  have  helped  ranged  to-  green  up,- in  good  shape. 
Supplies  of  hay 'and  feed 'grains  almost  exhausted..    Ranchers  will  have  to 
depend  on  feed  they  accumulate ■ this  season  for  next  winter  as  there .will  be 
no  reserve  to  fall  back  on  as  there  was  last  year.    Considerable  loss  of  grovv'n 
sheep  this  spring  in  Fremont  and  Natrona  counties.    Cattle  in  very  poor  con- 
dition. 
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CROP  PRnSPECTS  AI'D  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


SUIllAltY  OF  REPORTS  OF  OD.  'AP^A  "SUPERVISORS '  '  ■■,s>q 

V/eek  ending  May  19,  19/^^  '   '       ^-'^  ^  ^ /944 

U.&0£P4RTr,  (. 

Critical  Comnodities 


LIVESTOCK  AIID  lEAT  PRODUCTS 


Flarrstaif  area 


Tucson  area 


Sail  Diego  area 


Los  Angelefe  area 


Fresno  area 


Stockton  area 


San  Francisco  area 


San  Jose  arec 


Sacramento  area 


Apache  county  farm  plan  si{;;n-up  shov7s  an  increase  in  numbers 
amounting  to  approximately  8,500  head  of  cattle  and  calves. 
Veal  supply  inadequate  as  practically  all  vealers  have  been 
slaughtered  and  no  appreciab].e  supply  v/ill  reach  market 
until  fall.    Processors  suggest  ration  points  on  veal  and 
removal  of  points  from  beef.    Cattle  slaughter  below  con- 
surr.er  demand  because  of  labor  difficulties  caused  by  low 
wage  scale  set  by  War  Production  Board.    More  unfinished 
cattle  offered  for  sale  than  can  be  processed.    Prices  on 
unfinished  cattle  have  weakened /from  2^  to  J)<^  during  the 
:laBt  ten  days... 

Beef  supply  adequate.    Some  sliortage  of  pork,  mainly  due 
to  lack  of  labor  in  packing  ■  houses-..    Slaughtering  of  veal 
continues  heavy. 

Market  on  beef  and  hogs  fairly  steady.    Range  bulls  unwanted, 
Heavy  hogs. bringing  low  prices.    Beef  men  want  points 
removed  on  all  types  except  "A''  and  "AA"  grades.  Labor 
situation,  unchanged:. 

Beef  plentiful*'    Lamb  and  mutton  very  scarce,    Puxchase  and 
resale  price',  on  hogs  bj''  slaughterers  dravjing  very  close 
together.  .  •■ 

Increased,  defaand  for  m.eats  of  all  kinds  v.'ith  local  shortages 
of  hams,  •  pork" Coins,,  and  lari.-rbs.; 

Choice  beef  not- adequate :  to  meet- diemand.     Livestock  mioving 
to  m.arket  at  accelerated  rate  because  of  shortage  of  feed 
and  reduction 'of  po-ints.  :.      •    ' :    I  ■      .•  . ; 

Butcliers  state  meat  consumption  increased  only  slightly  by 
removal  of  points.  .Beef  roasts  and  steaks  moving .  slovrjy. 
Butchers  not  buying  enough  lamb  to-'rneet  demand  because  of 
too  close  a  margin.    One  butcher  reported  loss  of  three 
dollars  per  lamb.    Cattle  run  v/ill  be  from  a  week  to  ten 
days  later  than  expected  though  pastures  have  not  improved 
with  rain.    Local  cattle  now  beginning  to  come  to  slaughter 
houses,  condition  described  as  fair. 

Choice  beef  not  adequate  to  meet  demand.    Lambs  light  v.dth 
bulk  only  in  a  feeder  condition. 
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Santa  Rosa  area 


Idaho  Falls  area 
Boise  area 


Billings  area 


Heleha'  area 


Portland  area 
Eugene  area  ■  '  ■ 

Pendleton  area 


Reno  area 
Salt  Lake  area 

Provo  area 
Ogden  area 


Movement  of  lamb  in  better  shape  because  of  improved  pastures 
and  some  demand  for  feeders.    Mendocino  county  expects  4-0 
percent  of  the  lamb  crop  to  move,  v/ith  sone  holdover  unless 
feeder  demand  increases.    Early  slaughter  reports  for  the 
week  shoTiT  fewer  animals  butchered  than  in  the  previous 
week>  indicating  lighter  movement  of  meat  since  removal 
of  points. 

Beef  steaks  and  roasts  continue  to  move  slov/ly, 
Paclcers  -expect,  shortage  of  better  grades  of  beef  to  con- 
tinue until  range  dries  up  in  about  a  month  to  six  weeks. 
Producers  may  then  flood  market  because  of  feed  shortage 
and  high  .price  of  feeds.    Packers  claim  margin  too  small 
between  floor  and  ceiling, 

Bute hervS  report  short  supplies  of  veal  and  lamb.    No  unusual 
movem.ent  in  cattle  or  sheep,    Tv;o,  or  three  small  bands  of 
sheep  sold  early  in  week  because  of  dry  range.    Feeder  pigs 
coming  to  market  in  larger  numbers  than  usual.  Carload 
of  JJ+0  pounders  went  to  Nebraska  during  week.    Prices  paid 
down  to  0^.50,    Butcher  hogs  at  support  price  or  better. 

■  Movement  of  m.eat  in  same  volume  as  before  point  removal, 
■iome  outlets  say  varieties  moving  in  s£t.me  balance,  others 

■  report  increased  demand  for  hind  quarters  of  beef  and  small 
accumulation  of  front  quarters  of  beef  and  pork  shoulders. 
Movement  of  beef  roasts  slow,  steaks  rapid.    Sections  of 
trade  recommend  reduction  of  beef  roast  point, values  .and,, 
"compensating  increase  in  values-. on  steaks. 

'Fork  loins  moving  too  fast  in  relation  to  .other  cuts. 
Removal  of  points  has  improved  hog  and  canner  and  cutter 

■ -Oat tie  movement. 
Several  plants  filled  to  the  -pointof  refusing  deliveries 
of  bacon  and  lard.    Some  instances  of  over  supply,  though 

■  nof  general  for  entire,  area,, . 

Packers  are  slaughtering  hogs  almost, exclusively.  Beef 
'cattle-  and  sheep  available  .are  of  poor  quality. 


'Members' of  Advisory  Gomfflittee' recommend  reraoyal,  of  or 
lowering  of ; point , values  of  front . quarter  cuts  of  beef  as 
they  are  moving  slowly.    Veal- scarce. or  practically  non- 
existant. 

Marketing  of  livestock  tapering  off.  Prices  dovm  on  either 
under  or  over:  .weight  hogs. 

As  reported  last,  weeky  American  Pack  has  its  storage 
facilities  crowded, vrith  pork,  beef,  and  300,000  pounds  of 
lard.    Unless  this  is:  :rn.pved..  it.  will,  cause  suspension  of 
slaughtering  operations,  .   ,  • 


-3- 


Seattlc  area 


'  EGGS 
Oregon  & ■ Utah 

Ss.n  Francisco  area 
Los  Ann-cles  area 


Santa  Rosa  area 

Idaho  Falls  area 
Boise  area 


•Great  Falls  area 

Pendleton  area 
Salt  Lake  area 

Yakima  area 
Seattle  area 


Veal  and  lamb  scarce.    Shoulder  cuts  of  pork  moving  slowly. 
Plentiful  supply.    Chuck  roasts  moving  slov/ly.  Unrationed 
moats  moving  satisfactorily.    Supply  of  all  grades  a  little 
more  plentiful  on  the  market. 


Shortage  of  egg  cases.  ....  .,    .  ■    .  .  .j.  , 

Eggs  still  in  surplus  but  not  critical. 

362,858  cases  now  in  storage.    Heavy  production  continuing 
because  of  cool  weather.    Army  not  buying  in  this  area. 
Storage  becoming  slim.    Eoavy  offerings  on  support  program. 
All  segments  of  industry  urging  continued  consumer  campaign. 

Peak  of  production  past.    Situation  under  control  in  most 
sections.    'Stores  begimiing  to  buy  from  dealers  as  well  as 
farmers  to  insure  sources  during  scarce  season. 

Current  receipts  program,  activated  in  area.    One  rival  . 
dealer  has  raised  price  fror.!  21^.  to  25^  per  dozen. 
Dealers  believe  conditions  .during  next  60  days  may  determine 
size  of  next  yoar^s  production.    "Feed  prices  must  go  down 
or,  pricets  of  .eggs  up,  othenvise .  many  producers  will ;  go  out 
of  business .V  ,  ' 

Price  continues  to  improve  throughout  area  as  result  of 
purchase  program  at  Glasgow,    Prices  in  Glasgow  at  support 
level,  and  have  risen  in  other  areas  to'23-2-4(i.   

Supplies  apparently  have  not  diminished  very  much. 

Production, in  .this  area  17  percent  larger  than  at  same  time 
last  .3''ear, 

Heavy  supplies,  prices  fairly  steady  but  lov.'.    Most  whole- 
salers lack  egg  storage  "space. 

No  storage  space  available.    Limited  outlets.  Production 
down  some  but  not  enoi;gh  to  relieve  situation.        ■  ■  ~— 


San 


Francisco  area    Retailers  unable  to  obtain  sufficient  quantities  allegedly 
because  of  black-market  operations  at  above  ceiling  prices. 

(NOTE:  Market  News  Service  reports  San  Francisco ^wholesale  supplies  notably 
heavier  since  removal  of  meat  rationing.    Quantitative  estimates 
cannot  readily  be  made  from  Ilarket  Nev/s  data^because  government 
receipts  included  in  totals.    Leghorns  are  currently  selling  below 
ceilings  in  the  wholesale  market. 


Los  Angeles  area 
Fresno  area 


Marketing  heav;;-.    Dressing  plants  unable  to  accept  all 
offers,  with  a  shortage  of  labor  the  major  factor. 
Army  purchasing  all  hen  turke3^s  passing  inspection.  Claim 
not  meeting  supply  requirements.. 


Boise  area 


Portland  area 


Sale  of  dressed  poultry  (stewing  hens)  becoming  a  problem. 
Point  reduction  .on  other  meats  has  reduced  sales,  while 
many  poultrymen  are  offering  their  flocks  as  dressed 
poultry,  .  Hatcheries  say  seasonal  chick  hatch  off  30  percent, 

Turkey  hens  are  moving  as  fast  as  processing  plants  can 
kill  them,  V.'. 


Reno  area 


■  DAIRY  PRODUCTS 
Los  Angeles  area 

Billings  area.  ■■ 
Ogden  area      -  , 


Several  poultry  flocks  in  lerington  neighborhood  have  been 
slaughte.red  for  use  at  Naval  Amriunition  Depot  at  Ilawthorhe, 


Stocks  of  fancy  quality  butter  clearing  daily,  "B"  and 
!'C"-.  grades  moving  slovirly. 


Seattle  area 


.Volume  of: pr earn  increasing.        .  .< 

Butter .  scarce  because  of  goverMient.  set  aside  to  include 
4.0  percent  of  production,  lo?/ering  of  point  values,  and 
ice  creg.m,  manufacturers.- buying  10  percent,  more,  cream, ' 

production  of  milk  heavy,,  thus  production  01  butter  has 
als.o  increased.    I.Iarket  firm  on  top.  grades,  but  little 
demand  for  "C"  .grade,  resulting,  in  accumulating  surplus. 


FRUIT  AND  VEGETABI^  CROPS 


Carrots 


Phoenix  area 


Lettuce 


Condition  substantially  the  same : as  .reported  last  week 
except  market  expected  to  strengthen  about  June  1.    If  this 
does  ;not  pepur-,  the.  growers  v/ill  rieedf.a  diversion  program  ' 
in  the  Salt  River  Valley  not  later  than  June  10. 


Los  Angeles  area       Heavy  receipts  causing  lov/ei;  ■:pri-ces. 


■Onions 

Los  Angeles  area 
Flagstaff  area 


Phoenix  are? 


Increasingly. large,  offerings. ...  Harvesting  season 
Harvesting  seasion  nearing  and  Qraham  county  handlers' .'ha v^. 
inadequate  storage,  loading,  and  handling  space.  Appli- 
cation submitted  to  1'i/PB  for  permission  to  build  shed  on 
rail. head  120'  x         still  pending,  .-  .  ■  ■  : 

Arizona  acreage  3,S06  acres,  of  ,:Which  .700  are  under  con- 
tract for  byproducts .    Average  yield  estimated  10'  tons  per 
acre.    Onions  retailing  at  ceiling  though .f.o.b,  prices 
extremely  low  and  dropping.    Phoenix  .shipping . today  for 
95?^,    Reported  area " has  1,A61  acres  and  approximately  800 
to  900  cars,  15  tons  per  car,  available  for  market  within 
next  three  v/eeks.    Estimated  cost  of  production  Ql75..;_per 
acre.    lellov/  Bermudas  and  .some  crystal  white  wax  being 
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Reno  area 


harvested  at  this  time,  and  assistance  in  marketing  is 
needed  immediately.    Some  believe  market  will  strengthen 
between  June  5  and  10.    Reported  consumption  50  percent 
belov:  normal.    Growers  in  this  area:  are  raising  over  02,000 
for  advertising  to  tie  in  v/ith  IFA  consumer  program  to  be 
inaugurated  by  Marketing  Reports  Division. 

Onion  acreage  increased  about  50  percent  over  194.3-. 


Pundleton  area 


Local  processors  concerned  over  shortage  of  labor  for  pro- 
cessing- because  of  restrictions  recently  applied  to  minor 
labor  and  because  of  wage' ceilings .    Reports  as  to'"  produc- 
tion labor,  are > varied.    Most  recent  is  that  Umatilla  county 
will  get  approximately  1,000  Mexican  nationals  v;ho,  accord- 
ing to  contract  cannot  be  used  in  processing  plants. 


Potatoes 
Fresno  area 


Los  Angeles  area 


Reno  area 
Seattle  area 


Potato  digging  behind  schedu].e  and  will  result  in  peak 
being  higher" than  anticipated.    Digging  has  now  reached  200 
cars  per  day,  when  it  should  be  over  300.     No  blight  found 
■yet.    Price"  range  around  $3.50  on  100  pounds,  which  is 
higher  than  l.ast  year,         ,   •.-  .. 

No.  1  grade  in -good  demand.-    Market  :soft- on  inferior  grades. 
Not  .expecting,  glut  because  of  loss  of  crops  in  ^southern 
states.    Small,  offerings  of  old  potatoes  selling  at  ceiling. 
Acreage  in  a.bout  the  same  as  last  year-.; 

Scarcity  of  No.l  grade:.  ■ 


Tomatoes 

Los  Angeles  area 
Fresno  area 
Salt  Lake  area 

Cantaloups 
Fresno  area 


Heavy  receipts  causing  lower  prices. 

Tomato  acreage_ heavy  and  in  good  shape. 

Plantings  falling  short  of  goal  due  to  labor  scarcity. 


Wineries  and  distilleries  not  interested  in  cantalo'ups  as 
a  source  of  alcohol. 


Cherries 

Los  Angeles  area 

San  Joaquin  county 


Larger  offerings.    Prices  down. 

Harvesting  delayed  by  rain.    Extent  of  damage  unknown  yet, 
Difficulty  anticipated  by  farmers  in  harvesting  due  to 
size  of  crop.    194.4-  crop  approximately  6  thousand  tons 
larger  than  194-3. 


Milton-Freewater 


Bananas 


About  30  to  40  percent  of  normal  crop  as  a  result  of 
unseasonal  weather  during  polination  period  and  recent 
hail  damage. 


Los  Angeles  area       Small  offerings.     Green  stock. 
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Feaches 
-Stockton  area 


CANNED  GOODS 
San  Francisco  area 


Fresno  area 

Cgderi  area. 
■Provo.  area 

Salt  Lake  area 


Thinning  of-'pfeach  crop,  progressing  ?/ith  some  difficulty  in 
securing  labdr.-  1944-  peach  crop  in  San  Joaquin  county 
estimated  at  30,000  tons  larger  than  last  year,  Merced 
county  reports  yield  practically  double  that  of  last  year. 


Canned  peaches,  fruit  salad,  and  other  canned  fruits  not 
moving  because  of  high  points  and  early  fresh  fruits  on 
the  market. 

No  shortage  though  movement  active .  ,         ■   '  ' 

Low-grade  peas  still  moving  slowly. 

■Fresh  vegetables  coming  to  market  \uith  the  result  that 
•canned  foods  -are  not  being  purchased. 

One  of  the-  larger  wholesalers  in  area  reports  large  case 
lot  storage  of '  point-free  foods  are  moving  into  people's 
homes  on  an  average  of  around  seven  cases  per  family. 


General  Production  Situation 


•Feed  conditions  on  range  in  Pima'  cbunty  greatly" improved  by 'recent  rains, 
Remainder  of  range  land  slightly  below  normal.    Continued  cold  weather  has 
retarded-  growth -of  crops  under  irrigation,    Seasonal'  farm  labor  supply  b^ing 
furnished  through  importation  of  Mexican-nationals.  '  It'  is  estimated  that  350 
farm  laborers  will  be  needed  in  Yuma  county  after  October  20.    AAA  in  Apache 
county  reports  some  increase  in  acreage  over  1943  of  potatoes,  barlej'',,  grain, 
sorghums,  alfalfa,  and  other  tame  hay.    ... 


IDAHO 


Past  .."vireek's  precipitation  has  delayed.' nebessity  for  early  irrigation  in 
entire  Idaho  Falls  area.    General  crop  situation' nov;  satisfactory  with  general 
rains  needed  in  Northern  Idaho,    The  outlook  for  the  production  of  fruit. in 
the  Lewiston  area  is  excellent.  ,  "  ■ 


-7- 


:  '      CALIFORNIA  '  '■■  ' 

Rains  and  viinds  prevailed  throughout  the  state  causing  damage  to  the -crops, 
Fresno  county  reported  damage  to  hay,  -flax,  and  barley.    Flax  harvest  is  three  . 
v;eeks  late  and  grapes  and  peaches  will  have  to  be  sulphured  to  prevent  mildew,  ; 
both  in  Fresno  and  Stockton  areas.    Only  Chapman  and  Burbanl:  varieties  of 
cherries  were  damaged  in  the  San  Jose  area.    That  crop  is  generally  much 
better  than  last  year.    Tomato  vines  in  Flerced  county  stopped  blooming  due  to 
v.-eather  vhich  v/ill  delay  the  crop  to  some  extent.    Fertilized  orchards  showing 
excellent  grovth  because  of  late  rains.    In  Los  Angeles  area  cool  weather  in 
the  foothill  counties  retarded  development  of  fruit.    No  change  in  the  general 
production  situation  in  San  Diego  area. .  .  ; 

Rain  benefited  pasture  conditions  in  the  llorth  Coast  area 'with  general 
improvement  reported  in  I.-endocino  county,  San  Francisco,  Redding,  and  Sacramentc 
areas,  but  damage  in  the  lo\jer  foothills  of  the  Sierra  Nevadas.    At  lov/er 
elevations  in  the  Redding  area  range  conditions  poor,  and  harvesting  of  hay 
started  in  tiiis  .and  San  Jose  area  Kith  yiel^ds  and  .quality  below  normal.  Hay 
harvested  in  San  Franc iscc  area' discolored  by  the  precipitation  but  not 
seriously  damaged,  .  ■ 

Early  estimates  of  frost  and  hall  damage  on  prunes  and  pears  in  the -Santa 
Rosa  area,  and  in  Placer  and  El  Dorado  counties  being  borne  out  by  development 
of  crops.    Scott  Yclley  and  Helseyvill,e  district  pears  v;ere  hit  the  worst  by 
frost.    Placer  and  El  Dorado  counties-  reported  about  a  50  percent  damage  to 
the  pears  and  prunes.    Some  of  the  fruit  will  shov/  hail  marks.    Lake  county 
pears  were  badly  hit.    Grapes  in  restricted  Mendocino  county  area  show  about 
5  percent  frost  damage  in  addition  to  that  previously  reported  for  Sonoma  and 
Napa  counties.    Grov/ers  and  packers  in  Santa  Clara-San  Benito  districts  feel 
prune  crop  v.dll  bo  at  least  10,000  tons  less  than  last  year,  based  on  normal 
loss  through  drop  and  prunes  .sizing  up  under  average  'weather  and  moistiire. 

Seasonal  farm  operations  continue  in  Stockton  area  'v;ith  some  delay  in 
planting  and  harvest  of  field  crops  due  to  labor  shortage  and  unstable  wage 
situation.    Labor  shortage  in  San  Joaquin  county  alone  amounted  to  13,000 
workers.    Labor  and  wage  situation  has  resulted  in  request  by  cherry  grdv/ers 
in  that  area  for  ceiling  rates  for  both  hourly  and  piece  work,    A  hearing  on 
this  was  held  in  Stockton  on  Kay  18,  and  a  hearing  will  be  hold  in' Modesta 
on  May  22  at  which  time  peach  growers  v;ill  request  a  ceiling  for  harvesting 
of  peaches  in  entire  area.    Cherry  grov^'crs  in  San  Jose  area  expect  to  pay  $1,10 
per  hour  for  picking.    Seme  nov.-  paying  as  high  as  s^l./+0  per  hour  for  a  special 
type  of  picking.    Cherry  harvest  is  under  v/ay  in  the  Sutter-Yuba,  Placer 
areas,  and  Contra  Costa  county  with  adequate  picking  labor  available.  The 
Sacramento  area  reports  that  cherry  pickers 'are  paid  at  a  higher  rate  than 
other  field  or  agricultiiral  labor.    Apricot  harvest  v/ill  start  in  Yolo  county 
within  a  week  or  ton  days, in  Contra  Costa  county  about  June  10.     The  crop  is 
expected  to  total  18,000  tons  in  Contra  Costa  county  alone,  and  v.'ill  require 
about  1^00  pickers.    Prospects  are  still  good  for  a  heavy  apricot  crop  in 
Alameda  county,  and  Sacrfj.iento  reports  that  clingstone  and  freestone  peach  crop 
is  expected  to  be  larger  than  last  year. 
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In  the  Fresno  area  the  shortage  of -unskilled  labor  easing  up  but  skilled 
labor  such  as  milkers,  tractor  driver's,  and"  field  foremen  are  scarce.  Santa 
Rosa  reports  sufficient  labor  for.  the  moraont -but  ranch  jobs  are  at ^ a  lull 
betv;ecn  spravlng  and  thinning  seasons. 

In  the  jriatsonvillo-Salinas  area  considerable  dissatisfaction  felt  over  the 
used , crates -received  from  eastern  salvage  firms.    Ste.ted  that  of  357  cars 
rccoived,  abput  50  peTCcnt, of  the  crates  had  to  be  repaired  and  that  the  total 
cost. .per.- orate  ready  to  use  and  laid  dovm  on  ranch  is  from  50^^  to  60^  against 
nev/  crate  cost  of  350  •.    Shook  is  becoming  very  scarce,  in.  the  Fresno  area  and 
non-essential  food,  packers  are  T.'orried.    Egg  case  filler  supplj^  is  also  very 
short. 

Growers  of  snap  beans  in  the  San  Jose  area  state  that  prices  must  be  on 
a  sliding  scale,  as  the  season  progresses  and  high  enough  per  pound,  at  all  times 
to.  cover  increased  production  and  picking  costs,  plus  reasonable  prof it.  •  .  Costs 
are  stated  to  average  12^:  per  pound.    Grocers  complain  that  margin  on  fresh- 
vegetables  is.  too,  close  to  cover  cost  and  rastage..         .'  ■        .•  ■.■ 

Feed  situation  in  the  Los  Angeles  area  r.-as  relieved  slightly  ;by  moderate 
receipts  of  nor  barley  from  Imperial  Valley  and  small  quantities-  of  GOG;  Vi'heat 
coming  in  by  rail.    The  organization  of  a  Food  Advisory  Goramitteo  is  under  way 
in  Sonoma  county.  ,,  ; 

•  "     '  .     ,        MONTANA  ,  .      "  .'  ■", 

Precipitation  in  Great  Falls  -area,  though  of  unquestionable  .benefit,,  is- 
still  subnormal  and  may  not  be  sufficient  to.  more  than  temporarily  relieve  a 
critical  situation,  particularly  v/ith.  reference  to  irrigation  reserves.    In  the 
Helena  area,  rain  relieved  moisture  conditions  for.  .both  range  grass  and  crops. 
However,  moisture  is  still  needed ■  oisdng  to  the.  general  dryness  of  the  top  soil. 
Prospects  look  good  for  the  dry  pea  crop  in  Flathead  county,  if  rains  continue 
it  is  expected  to  equal  last  year's  harvest.  .Flathead  cherry  crop  outlook  con- 
tinues good.    Good  rainfall  over  entire  Billings  area  improved  crop  prospects. 
Winter  vdieat  crop  almost  assured..  No  damage  in  that  area  in  April  and  May  from 
dry  v/eather.    Seeding  of  some  beets  and  small  grains  resumed.    Arrival  of 
Mexican  nationals  and  closing  of  schools  in  Billings  area  eased  the  labor 
situation  somev/hat.  ;: 


IffiVADA 

(Las  Vegas  area  not  reporting)  .-  •■        •  ; 

Gror/ing  v/eather  favorable.    Shortage  of  Indian  and  Iloxican  labor  felt  in 
onion-vreeding  operations. 


OREGON 


Wot  weather  prevailing  in  West  Cascade  range,  Eugene  area,  for  the  past 
tuo  weeks  has  been  beneficial  to  field  crops  that  have  already  been  planted 
but  is  delaying  planting  of  others.    All  grain  and  garden  crops  have  been 
planted  and  arc  making  satisfactory  grov/th.    Apple  and  pear  scab  is  developing 
during  the  v;et  weather  as  growers  cannot  spray  the  trees.    Appl.c  crop  in  I.lilton- 
Freev-ater  area  is  normal,  though  prune  crop  is  onl.y  about  60  percent,  Oregon 
dairy  cow  numbers  reported  to  be  the  largest  in  history  by  Oregon  State  College. 


UTAH 

Spring  planting  continuing  in  all  sections  under  ideal  weather  conditions. 
Plantings  are  later  this  year  due  to  stormy  weather  during  most  of  April. 
Showers  in  the  Prove  ai-ea  of  great  benefit  to  dry  farmers  and  rov/-crop  farmers. 
The  fruit  crop  has  not  been  damaged  by  frost  and  as  a  result  should  be  good. 
Sugar  beet  planting  is  sor;;e;vhat  behind  schedule  but  the  csltIj  planted  acreage 
is  ready  for  thinning  in  Box  Elder,  Cache,  Davis,  and  Weber  counties.  The 
planting  of  the  late  potato  crop  has  not  begun  on  a  large  scale,  although  some 
planting  is  under  way  in  Cache,  Weber,  and  Davis  counties.    Ideal  \TOather  has 
been  very  beneficial  to  fall  sown  v:heat  w'hich  is  reported  in  excellent  condition. 
The  feed  situation  indicates  a  serious  problem  ahead  for  next  v:inter,  due  to 
a  late  alfalfa  first  crop  which  will  m.ean  only  three  crops  for  Utah,  v;ith  the 
last  one  possibly  a  short  op.e.    Increased  numbers  of  livestock  will  increase 
this  problem. 


WASKIMGTON 
(Spokane  and  Chchalis  not  reporting) 

Vegetable  crop  plantings  progressing  satisfactorily.    War  crops  tend  to 
heavy  planting.    Mexicans  are  a  big  help  in  solving  labor  shortage.    Range  con- 
ditions are  good,  but  ma;;-  bo  short  this  season.    Feed  supplies  plentiful  and 
prospects  favorable  for  continued  supplies  in  this  area.    No  indication  of 
excessive  crops  which  v:ould  trend  toward  surpluses. 


WYOI.^IICG 

(Thermopolis  area  not  reporting) 

Feed  and  hay  conditions  arc  tight,  but  not  critical.    Grass  is  coming  up 
well  as  result  of  warm.er  weather,  although  about  two  weeks  late.    This  has  had 
a  harmful  effect  on  the  lam.b  crop  by  reducing  the  milk  flow  of  the  ev;es. 


Jt  C^/*  /J^  '  Program  Appraisal  Div. 

/t^Uff^  ,  May  30, 


•  CHOP  PROSPECTS  AInID  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
•      ■  ..     ■    SUI#LARY  OF  HEPOHTS  OF  OD  AREA  SUPERVISORS 
.    •  Week  ending  May  26, 

Critical' Commodities 

LIJSSi'OCK  AI^D  MEAT  PRODUCTS 
Tucson  eroa  Supply  of  veal  continues  to  be  inadequate. 

Phoenix  area  Beef  continues  to  "be  short,  particularly  in  outlying 

areas. 

San  licgo  area  Meat  sup;->ly  generally  satisfactory.    Present  demand  for 

heef  apparently  well  balanced  "between  rationed  and  non- 
rationed  cuts.    Pork  somewhat  inadequate  due  entirely  to 
shortage  of  packinghouse  la"bor.    Lam"b  supply  generally 
of  poorer  grade.     Veal  adequate.    Plenty  of  live  animals 
availa"ble  "but  increasing  la"bor  shorts^  may  cause  diffi- 
culty. 

Los  Angeles  area       Largest  offerings  of  "beef  this  week  for  current  season 
■  cleaned  up  in  good  shape.    Market  firm  due  to  removal 

of  points.    Lam"b  in  light  supply  and  good  quality. 
Heavy  supply  of  hogs  allowed  packers  to  profit  greatly 
on  grades  not  affected  "by  support  price. 

San  Francisco  area    Insufficient  lam"b  slaughter  to  meet  demand. 

Redding  area  Stock  moving  from  lower  pastures  to  higher  elevation 

ranges. 

Stockton  area  Local  shortages  of  meats,  particularly  noticeable  in 

pork  loins,  ham.s,  and  the  better  grades  of  beef.  One 
large  wholesale  meat  company  reported  a  shortage  of 
percent  of  lamb  because  producers  are  holding  animals 
in  an  effort  to  add  a  few  more  pounds  before  slaughtering. 

San  J'ose  area  Lamb  and  higher  grades  of  beef  scarce  in  retail  markets. 

'Slaughter  houses  not  handling  required  vol\ime  of  lamb 
and  veal  because  of  high  price  at  which  producers  are 
holding  and,  , the  close  margin  at  which  slaughterers  must 
operate,    Cdminercial,  Utility,  canner  and  cutter  beef 
plentiful.    '7  • 

Great  Falls  area       Shifting  and  reduction  of  ration  points  is  creating  a 

surplus  of  rationed  roasts  which  will  probably  find 
. their  way  into  hamburger.    Marketing  of  slaughter  cattle 
for  "local  us'e  shows  increase,  while  movement  of  butcher 
hogs  ghows' tendency  to  diminish. 

Helena  area  Ivo  in  creas'-e:  in  volume  of  movement  of  meat  since  point 

change.    All  no-point  items  and  hind  quarter  cuts  of 
beef  in  good  demand,  front  quarter  cute  very  slow  in 
movement.    Some  dealers  converting  front  quarters  to 
'  .   hamburger  to  move  them. 
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Las  Tegas  area 
Reno  area 


Portla^nd  area 


Spokane  area 


Seattle  area 


Salt  Lake  area 


Ogden  area 


Laramie  area 


Shortage  of  lamb  and  temporary  shortage  of  choice  dressed 
beef. 

Lamt)  and  veal  scarce^    Sales  of  pork  loins  "brisk.  Packers 
require  retailers  to  take  pork  shoulders  in  order  to  oh- 
tain  loins.    Lard  holdiugs  'by  packers  excessive. 
Slaughter  of  packers  still  pretty  much  confined  to  hogs. 

Renderers  unahle  to  move  lard  stock  and  supply  he- 
coming  excessive. 

SuppD.ies  of  lard  in  hands  of  packers  hacking  up  due 
largely  to  cessation  of  government  huying.  Supplies 
ef  veal  and  lamh  iiiadequate.     Sui-plus  of  live  hogs. 
Packers  have  asked  farmeis  not  to  ship  hogs  for  a  per- 
iod of  one  week. 

Lanl:  and  veal  ahsent  from  markets.    Beef  supply  good, 
"Cfc^..ck  ro;'.ots  m.'jving  sJ.owly.    Pork  supply  good  with 
heavy  sales  of  hams.  ■ 

M^at  packers  report  that  due  to  loss  of  manpower  it  is 
impossihle  to  satisfy  local  demands.    All  types  of  live- 
stock plentiful  except  veal  which  is  still  very  scarce. 
Pot  roast  and  chucks  not  moving  in  comparison  to  other 
cuts.  , . 

Choice  and  good  grades  of  heef  scarce.    Supply  largely 
cutter  and  canner.    American  Pack  slaughter  affected 
"by  crowded  storage  (300,000  pounds  of  lard  in  storage). 

Lamh  crop  in  Sweetwater  county  estimated  at  ahout  50 
percent  (80  percent  heing  normal)  in  Uinta  county. at  ' 
ahout  SO  percent. 


EGGS  Am  POULTRY 


Los  Angeles  area- 


Santa  Rosa  area 


San  Jose  area 


373.658  cases  of  eggs  now  in  storage.  (330,000  on  May 
5;  3^6,000  on  May  12;  362,858  on  May  19).  Continued 
cool  weather  still  produces  large  supply.  Consumer 
grade  large  eggs  in  "better  demand  this  week  than  last, 
"but  medium  and  small  grades  piling  up.    Consumer  cam- 
paign "being  stimulated  to  help  remove  abundant  supplies 
as  storage  is  getting  tighter.  ' 

Poultry  5>roducers  oi"  central  California  had  storage 
space  teii  days  ago  for  30,000  cases,  now 'have  room 
left  for  only  20,000  with  rapid  utilization'- occurring 
daily.    Of  1,000  cases  received  daily  half- must  go  into 
-storage.     Space  will  he  completely  filled' in  next  two 
weeks  unless  more  rapid  movement  into  "trade  channels 
takes^place,         ■  -  ,  ,  - 

Hatcheries  complain  that  shutdown  suggested  by  VFA  for 
June,  July,  and  August  ,\i/il:l  be  a  serious  hardship  since 
^conditions  in ■ Calif ornia  are  different  from  elsewhere. 
They  feel  that  recent  "breakdown  in  egg  prices  caused 
liquidation  of  many  flocks  and  that  if  hatcheries  do  not 
continue  to  replenish  laying  stock  there  will  be  a 
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Ssm  Jose  area 
( continued) 


(FOTE! 


shortage  of  eggs  in  this  area.     They  also  contend  that 
VTFA  req.uest  for  shutdown  went  only  to  mem'bers  of  BalDy- 
Chick  Association,     It  was  also  stated  that  the  present 
poultry  feed  shortage  resulted  because  too  much  encourage- 
ment was  given  to  '■'barik/ard''  egg  production  and  com- 
mercial producers  and  '■:'<i3  latter  will  "be  unable  to  pro- 
duce required  volume  unless  they  receive  more  consider- 
ation. 

This  "request  for  shutdown"  is  apparently  one  of  a  number  of 
rumors  arising  from  the  current  egg  situation.    The  Dairy  and 
Poultry  Division  has  no  information  to  indicate  that  such  a  re- 
quest is  even  officially  under  consideration) 


Los  Angeles  area 


Ho  demand  for  large  poultry  offerings  of  light  Leghorn 
and  other  low  grades.    Fair  demand  for  better  grades 
only  on  account  of  change  in  meat  points. 


San  Francisco  area    Retailers  unable  to  obtain  adequate  stocks  of  poultry. 


Idaho  Falls  area 


Billings  area 


Great  Tails  area 

Hen*  area 

Portland  area 

Pendleton  area 
Laramie  area 


Seattle  area 


Authorized  agents  now  getting  all  the  eggs.  Sharp  drop 
in  chickens  being  shipped  out  due  to  price-support  pro- 
gram on  eggs. 

Egg  situation  again  critical.    Between  6,000  and  8,000 
cases  of  current  receipt  eggs  stacked  up  in  area,  Gro- 
cerymen  want  more  than  27  cents  offered  "by  WA  agents 
because  ©f  high  cost  of  handling.    Farner*  will  sell 
flocks  unless  purchase  price  increased  to  cover  cost 
of  production.    Whole  program  threatens  to  bog  down 
and  %XX  egg  purchases  stop. 

Government  egg  purchase  at  rat©  of  about  5  cars  weekly 
has  relieved  glut  in  northeast  district  but  surplus  be- 
ginning to  accumulate  in  Great  Falls  and  Conrad  areas. 

Fryers  and  broilers  scarce. 

Receipts  of  hens  by  one  produce  commission  firm  show 
receipts  to  date  for  May  of  3,5SU  as  compared  to  1,360 
for  May  I9U3  and  2,018  for  May  I9U2. 

Eggs  still  in  surplus.  Government  price  support  pro- 
gram not  accomplishing  objective  because  too  far  from 
market.    Cases  and  cold  storage  not  available  locally. 

Egg  supplies  in  Uinta  county  just  enough  to  keep  price 
down  to  25  cents.    Pressure  from  Utah' s  heavy  production 
areas  seems  to  contribute  to  this.    Not  enough  eggs  in 
area  to  make  a  carload. 

Egg  surplus  continues  with  no  relief  in  available  storage 
facilities.  Every  available  type  of  box  used  for  crates. 
Situation  critical. 


Yakima  area 


Heavy  supplies  of  eggs,  prices  steady. 


Spokane  area 


Eggs  still  surplus.  Buyers  unable  to  purchase  all  eggs 
offered  for  sale. 


MlRY  PRODUCTS^  '  '  . 

Los  Angeles  area       Dealers  allocating  supplies  of  first  quality  "butter. 

Increase  i  in  the  set-aside  vill  pro'ba'bly  produce  a 
""^  shortage.    "C"  quality  expected  to  "become  burdensome  as 

summer  progresses.    Danger  speculators  hoarding  "C" 
quality  ^or  later  release.  (NOTE:  What  new  danger  attaches 
to  the  speculators  time-honored  function  contributing  to 
leveling.' lOut  of  supplies!). 

Moscow  area  Creatiiie.ri^'  report  that  several  hundred  gallons  of  gkim 

mil-k""£^i'e."beTaig  diverted  to  sewers  due  to  lack  of  pro- 
cessing facilities  in  vicinity, 

Ogden  area  Lowering  of  point  value  of  butter  has  stimulated  con- 

■iiderabl 6  ".movement  at  the  retail  level.    The  set-aside 
0? V ^0- perceht  and  the  fact  that  ice  cream  manufacturers 
•  '  are ■ 'buyliig  10  percent  more  cream  limit  the  civilian  - 
,  supply.    2  to  13  percent  increase  in  milk  production 

"   '  over  %am'e  period  last  year  in  Cache,  Weber,  and  Davis 
-  ..^         .      ^,  counties. 

Seattle  area  Strong  demand  for  butter  above  grade  C,  Production. 

good. 


Larame  ap-ea.  ^  Loss  of  skim  milk  in  Sweetwater  county  considerable  "and 

'  peak  production  has  not  been  reached.    About  500  gallons 

per  day  wasted  in  Rock  Springs,    Every  possible  outlet 
being  investigated. 


FRUIT  Aim  VEGETABLE  CROPS 


Aspajragus 

SactamlJito  area         Cutting  has  reached  peak  in  all  districts. 


San  Jdtt^in"' county    Harvest  continuing  satisfactorily' with  nofiilO  ^ack 

from  canneries  expected. 

Seattle  area  '  Heavy  supply. 

Cucujnba£g+ 

Seattle  area  Very  scarce,  '  • 

CantaS^Pi^, 

Impefidl.  y^l^ey     •    SmUll  quantities  moving.      Early  set  of  melons  very 

light, '  Will,  be  ,g6od  size  but  quite  late,  A  few  ap- 
pe¥i'iii^'' 'on' market  in  Los  Angeles.    Prices  high. 


Carrots       ,  -  '' '  -.'  ^ 


. ,   ,  i 

Imperial  Valle^r'  ^  :''b"ealii'r'"s'^  h'c?.v-^  J>e;eh  a>,^a];y.ing- ''^hipping  holidays  during 

■  twc^'d'i^  thre^'daj59;oi  eWc'^,.we^.^ '  Market  has  strengthened 
slightly.       .*:■'.•>{•■'.■„  , 


Los  Angeles' area  '     ~Za.tge  supply  caus-ing.  continuing  f  lower  priceis^'' '■>l  i: 


Los  An, 
Onions 

Los  Angeles  area  '     Heavy^  &uppli.efs~-now,;,-selling  slightly  under  ceiling. 


Flagstaff  area  Ontdivs'  how  aviailable  on  market. 
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Onions  ( con' t. ) 
San  Joaquin  county 


Yakima  Valley 
Peas 

Sacramento  area 
Pendleton  area 

Potatoes 

Loe  AngBles  srea 

Seattle  area 


Sizable  o.uantities  now  "being  harvested  and  consider- 
able complaint  made  "by  producers  O^rer  price  offered 
which  is  $1.00  for  a  50-pound  sack  f.o.b,  cars.  Ex- 
pected that  WFA  will  soon  he  requested  to  institute 
some  sort  of  purchase  program  in  area.    (NOTEi  Lowest 
price  known  to  San  Francisco  brokers  reporting  to 
Market  News  is  $1,15  (possibly  one  at  $1.00)  to  pro^ 
ducer  for  50#  field  run  without  sacks.    This  looks  like 
$1.U0  f.o.b.    None  reported  transactions  as  high  as  $1.50 
per  50  field  run,  bulk.) 

Plantings  heavy. 


Pea  harvest  started  in  scattered  areas.  Early  crop  light, 
Later  crops  expected  to  be  heavier. 

Definite  reduction  in  early  canning  peas  in  Umatilla 
county  is  planned  as  a  result  of  hot  dry  weather  at 
this  season. 


Old  stock  practically  gone,  heavy  supplies  of  new  stock. 

No.  2  grade  very  scarce.    New  potatoes  available  to 
meet  demand. 


Spinach 
Portland  area 


Seattle  area 
Tomatoes 

Los  Angeles  area 
San  Francisco  area 


Production  is  of  good  quality  but  not  as  large  as 
anticipated. 

Surplus  of  spinach.  Some  spoilage  in  fields  due  to 
lack  of  help. 


Slightly  lower  receipts  caused  prices  to  stiffen. 

Heavy  plantings  of  tomatoes  still  in  process  in  both 
Alameda  and  Contra  Costa  counties. 


Sacramento  county      Some  tomato  planting  still  under  way. 


Salt  Lake  area 
Ogden  area 


Seattle  area 

Apples 
Reno  area 

Bananas 
Reno  area 
Seattle  area 


Tomatoe  planting  at  its  peak. 

Approximately  three-f  ourtlse  of  tomato  acreage  in  Davis 
and  Weber  counties  has  been  planted. 

Tomatoes  in  good  supply. 


Supplies  very  scarce,- 


Supplies  very  scarce. 
Supplies  very  scarce. 


Berries 

Los  Angeles  area 


Small  offering  on  the  market. 
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Cherries 

Los  Angeles  area 
San  Francisco  area 
San  Joaquin  county 


San  Jose  area 
Peaches 

Los  Angeles  area 

Strawberries 
Reno  area 

Spokane  area 

Salt  Lake  area 

GAMED  GOODS 
Billings  area 

Reno  area 

San  Francisco  area 

San  Diego  area 

Santa  Rosa  area 

Ogden,  Brigham  and 
Davis  City- 


Moderate  supply  on  market.    Ko  ceiling  causes  high 
prices  to  prevail. 

Tartarian  cherry  harvest  in  full  swing.    Bing  cherry 
harvest  will  get  under  way  during  coining  week. 

Wage  stahilization  program  announced  May  25,  which  will 
cause  a  rollback  in  picking  wage  for  cherries  6t  from 
6^  to  k<^  per  pound  and  from  an  hourly  wage  of  well  over 
$1.00  an  hour  to  $.90  per  hour.    Difficulty  anticipated 
in  enforcing  this.    Most  of  cherries  in  area  have  heen 
"bought  hy  speculators  on  the  trees.    This  will  adi  to  dif- 
ficulty of  holding  wage  levels  down. 

Reaction  of  growers  favorable  on  $1.00  per  hour  wage 
ceiling.    They  want  to  know  how  ceiling  will  be  checked 
on  and  enforced^    Suspicion  still  expressed  that  some 
oherrymen  are  still  paying  $1,25  an  hour. 


Just  appearing  on  local  market. 


Supplies  scarce. 

Growers  in  southeast  Washington  (Whitman,  Colvunbia,  and 
Garfield  counties)  object  to  price  differential  between 
Idaho  (20(^)  and  Washington  (13^). 

Strawberries  will  not  mature  at  usual  time  due  to  cold 
weather  in  April.    Will  be  from  10  days  to  two  weeks 
late. 


Stores  report  heavy  sales  of  case-lot  vegetables. 

Grocers  report  fast  movement  of  corn,  tomatoes,  string 
beans  and  peas  by  reason  of  radio  publicity  to  the  ef- 
fect that  points  will  be  put  back  on  these  items.  Re- 
port slow  movement  of  fruits,  catsup,  jellies  and  Jams 
and  preserves  claiming  points  too  high. 

Very  slow  movement  of  canned  fruits,  peaches,  fruit 
salad.    Practically  no    stocks  of  high  quality  canned 
string  beans  at  the  retail  or  wholesale  level. 

Canned  salmon  and  tuna  have  disappeared.  Peaches  still 
moving  very  slow;  other  fruits  moving  satisfactorily. 

Fancy  grades  of  canned  vegetables  all  gone.  Consumer 
hoarding  indicated  by  fast  movement  of  stocks. 

Better  movement  at  retail  level.      Storage  situation 
improved. 
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G-eneral  Production  Situation 
ARIZOHA 

L^.test  survey  of  crop  setup  iDy  AAA  shove  that  Cochise  and  Pima  counties 
are  doubling  their  acreage  of  feed  crops  over  last  year.     Duting  the  past 
week  there  has  been  a  rise  in  the  average  temperature,  thus  improving  grow- 
ing conditions.    All  crops  appear  about  normal  for  this  time  of  year, 

Arizona  onion  growers  have  made  available  additional  funds  for  advertis- 
ing this  year's  crop,  making  available  a -total  of  approximately  $U,000, 
G-rapefruit  growers  and  packers  have  raised  approximately  $17,000  to  be  used 
in  advertising  Arizona  desert  grapefruit,  and  this  amount  is  expected  to 
reach  about  $25,000  by  the  end  of  the  season.    The  industry  expects  to  set 
aside  approximately  this  amount  each  year  for  advertising, 

CALirOH^IA 
(Fresno  Area  not  reporting) 

Recent  spring  rains  and  cooler  weather  have  eased  the  critical  feed 
situation  by  benefiting  pastures  in  all  except  the  central  valley  areas.  In 
the  Stockton  area  the  late  rains  spoiled  a  considerable  quantity  of  dry  feed. 
Volunteer  hay  and  grain  hay  is  practically  all  cut  and  the  baling  of  this 
hay  is  in  full  swing  with  the  crop  being  light.    Dairy  and  livestock  feeders 
are  finding  it  difficult  to  procure  sufficient  protein  and  concentrated  feeds 
throughout  the  state. 

In  the  Los  Angeles  area  the  tension  is  off  the  local  feed  situation; 
heavier  barley  receipts  are  taking  care  of  the  most  urgent  needs,  selling 
slightly  under  last  week's  price.     Some  CGC  wheat  enroute  encouraging  feeders 
and  plenty  of  alfalfa  meal  is  also  available.    Tairiy  heavy  receipts  of  soy- 
bean meal  \inder  allocation  has  been  helpful. 

Seasonal  farm  operations  over  the  Stockton  area  are  progressing  though 
from  10  days  to  two  weeks  late  due  to  labor  shoitages  and  abnormal  weather. 

G-eneral  crop  outlook  and  condition  of  fruit  crops  fairly  good  with  pre- 
vious estimate  of  damage  unchanged.    Drop  of  prunes  beginning  in  the  Santa 
Rosa  area.     It  is  too  early  to  estimate  percentage  of  drop,    Napa  county 
reports  that  prune  and  pear  crop  will  be  about  ^0%  of  last  years  tonnage. 
The  pr\ine  crop  in  the  Santa  Clara-San  Benito  district  still  believed  to  be 
10,000  to  15,000  tons  below  last  year.    Plum  thinning  is  well  under  way  in 
Placer  county  and  rain  has  stopped  the  cherry  harvest  in  this  county.  The 
almond  crop  will  be  heavy  in  the  Sutter-Yuba  area,  being  approximately  110^ 
of  normal  while  last  years 'crop  was  65^  of  normal.     Cherries  and  hay  were 
damaged  by  rain  in  this  area.    Truck  crops  have  been  delayed  because  of 
lack  of  sunshine. 

The  San  Jose  area  reports  that  vegetable  men  believe  that  drastic 
measures  may  be  necessary  to  keep  transient  labor  from  "gougin"  producers 
of  fruits  and  Vegetables.     They  complain  that  help  is  taking  advantage  of 
situation  by  waiting  until  pressure  is  on  and  then  enforcing  the  demands  by 
threatening  to  move  on  to  other  places.    Packing  houses  and  canneries  ne- 
gotiating for  few  union  contracts  -  CIO  and  AFL  respectively.     It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  same  scale  as  last  season  will  be  accepted  for  packing 
houilBS  (.85  for  men  and  .70  for  women)     CIO  asking  for  maintenance  of  mem- 
bership clause  and  vacation  with  pay  for  employees  of  5  years  or  over.  AFL 
scales  same  as  CIO  with  exception  that  a  10/^  differential  is  being  asked  for 
night  work. 

San  Diego  reports  a  shortage  of  men  handicapping  wholesale  and  retail 
distribution  of  foods  which  will  undoubtedly  get  worse.     Sacramento  needs 
more  peach  thinners  and  the  milker  shortage  continues  acute*     Housing  faci-^ 
lities  for  farm  labor  presents  a  critical  problem  over  the  entire  Stockton 
area  and  a  shortage  of  hay  baling  crews  is  reported  in  Tehama  county. 
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Boise  reports  frost  damage  to  25^  of  the  prtme  crop,  25*^30^  of  the 
apple  crop  and  slight  damage  to  corn  and  peae* 

N©B  Perce  county  reports  ^4-^000  acres  which  would  normally  TDe  Under 
suminer  fallow  are  in  crop  this  year,    Difficulty  has  "been  encountered  in 
providing  housing  facilities  for  families  of  farm  laborers.    Many  farmers 
who  had  plowed  under  their  crops  of  Austrian  pe^is  were  openly  perturbed 
at  the  recently  announced  support  price  program  on  this  commodity. 

MOITTAgA 

General  rains  and  snow  in  the  mountains  improved  crop  and  range  pro- 
cpects  and  resulted  in  seeding  of  some  acreage  to  late  crops.  Critical 
stage  in  all  crops  and  ranges  ie  temporarily  past  hut  additional  moisture 
is  needed  to  insure  growth.    Moisture  deficiency  in  Northwest  part  of  G-reat 
Falls  area  still  extremely  critical. 

Sugar  beet  seeding  practically  complete  with  excellent  germination 
shown  where  planting  was  done  early.    Thinning  and  blocking  of  beets  in 
full  swing  in  Sidney  district.    Increased  allotment  of  Mexican  Nationals 
has  relieved  labor  conditions  in  beet  areas. 

Livestock  showing  gains  through    the  state  due  to  better  growing  Weather. 
Calving  and  lambing  was  completed  in  the  Helena  area  with  very  favorable  re- 
sults,   Dr<  ¥.  J,  Butler,  state  veterinarian,  stated  at  the  Montana  Stock- 
men's annual  convention  that  there  are  700,000  calves  in  prospect  this  year. 

Some  "burn"  shows  in  winter  wheat  on  light  soils. 

NEVAXiA 

The  I9UU  season  has  advanced  sufficiently  so  that  estimates  of  pro- 
duction can  be  made  with  reasonable  certainty.      The  following  crops  show 
an  increase :>  in  ISkk  in  acreage  planted  or  reasonably  certain  to  be- planted. 
The  percentage  of  increase  noted  being  that  in  excess  of  19^-3  namely: 
potatoes  5^1  onions  50^,  wheat  jfo,  barley         tame  hay  Mfo,  oats  21%,  and 
cqrn  23^.    It  will  be  noted  that  Nevada  is  not  an  agricultural  state  and  in 
comparison  with  other  states  the  acreage  and  potential  production  are  re- 
latively unimportant.     It  is  further  to  be  noted  that  theincrease  in  acreage 
does  not  necessarily  mean  an  increase  in  production  in  19^^.    Growing  and 
moisture  conditions  this  spring  have  been  less  favorable  than  a  year  ago. 

As  noted  in  previous  reports,  it  is  estimated  that  production  in  hogs 
will  decrease  25^  and  chickens  and  eggs  approximately  The  number  of  , 

dairy  cows  at  this  time  is  approximately  the  same  as  one  year  ago*  How- 
ever, there  has  been  a  shift  in  the  percentage  of  milk  produced  for  sale 
and  the  percentage  going  into  sour  cream  for  butter  and  cream  for  the  pro- 
duction of  ice  cream.     In  19^3  the  percentage  was  ^7.1^  raw  milk  and  that 
going  into  butter  and  ice  cream  52,9^*     In  19^^  the  percentage  has  shifted 
to  51.5/^  milk  and  butter.    This  has  been  due  to  an  increased  demand 

for  milk  on  behalf  of  Army  Camps  and  for  the  further  reason  that  the  sub- 
sidy payments  are  more  favorable  to  milk  producers,.    It  is  estimated  19^4 
that  there  will  be  an  increase  of  2^  in  beef  cattle  and  a  decrease  of  Sfo  in 
sheep.    The  19^^  spring  calf  crop  was  75^  ^'^^  the  lamb  drop  was  80^  of  po- 
tential.    It  is  not  estimated  that  there  will  be  an  early  marketing  of 
either  cattle  or  sheep.     It  is  doubtful  that  drouth  would  have  too  much 
effect  on  summer  pastures  high  in  the  hills  to  change  this  prediction. 
Livestock  production  in  Nevada  is  at  a  maximum  under  available  range  and 
feed  production.    Water  in  storage  is  a\iff icieent  for  l^kk  irrigation  re- 
quirements. (NOTE:  The  figures  as  given  are  for  the  state  as  a  whole  and 
are  derived  from  estimates  of  the  Reno  Area  Supervisor,  the  State  Super- 
visor, the    AES  and  other  Governmental  agencies.) 
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UTAH 

(Provo  area  not  reporting) 

The  general  production  situation  has  improved  the  past  v/eek  with  the 
planting  of  sugar  heets  coinpletr:d  axid.  thinning  of  the  early  crop  well  \mder- 
way.     Cooler  weather  during  vreek  had  no  "bad  effect  on  livestock.  Recent 
storms  improved  soil  conditions.     Spring -ranges  are  improving  rapidly  due 
to  excellent  soil  moisture.     Irrigated  and  dry  land  grain  are  making  ex- 
cellent growth  and  alfalfa  growth  has  greatlj'-  improved.     In  the  Salt  Lake 
area  cherries  and  apricots  h-".ve  not  "blossomed  as  heavily  as  last  year  es- 
pecially where  the  19^3  crop  was  unusually  large.     Some  locally  grown 
vegota"bles  such  as  spinach,  radishes,  green  onions  and  rhu'bar'b  are  start- 
ing to  appear  on  local  farmers  markets. 

The  Cache  county  Japanese  La"bor  Camp  at  Amalga  has  "been  completed  for 
several  v;eeks  "but  WA,  Office  of  La"bor,  refused  to  approve  the  camp  even 
though  it  was  "built  "by  one  of  their  representatives.    1^0  Japanese  are  in 
a  transit  status  in  Southern  Idaho  awaiting  approval  of  the  Camp.     It  is 
expected  that  the  difficulty  will  "be  settled  the  first  of  the  week  as  the 
workers  are  oadly  needed  to  complete  spring  planting. 

WASHINGTON 
(Chehalis  area  not  reporting) 

Crop  figures  for  ISkk  released  "by  the  Spokane  County  War  Board  shows 
wheat,  the  largest  acreage  crop  with  a  k2.2fo  increase  over  19^3 1  '"ith 
99,^+79.7  acres  in  19UU  as  compared  to  66,145^  in  I9U3.    The  17,021,9  acres 
of  "barley  planted  in  19UU  represents  an  increase  of  37.1^  over  the  12,3'40.1 
acres  in  19^3. 

Light  rains  in  Northeastern  Washington  have  improved  crop  conditions. 
Southeastern  Washington  still  without  rain  leaving  late  pea  and  wheat  crops 
dangerously  dry. 

Some  concern  felt  in  regard  to  scarcity  of  lahor  for  harvesting. 
Possihilities  of  prisoners  of  war  for  farm  la"bor  "being  discussed;  this  may 
be  solution  along  v/ith  Mexican  la'bor.    Jarm  machinery  applications  far  ex- 
ceed demand.    Ea.nge  conditions  good  at  present.    Feed  supplies  satisfactory 
and  the  harvest  of  early  crop  peas  and  straw"berries  starting, 

WYOMING 

(Thermopolis  area  not  reporting) 

Grazing  conditions  continue  to  improve.    Peed  and  hay  supplies  ade- 
quate.   Planting  of  hay  crops  in  Uinta  county  progressing  well. 


OREGON 

Portland  area  reports  women  lahor  more  than  adeqxiate  to  care  for 
present  needs  in  the  canneries  of  Vvashington  county.     The  peak  season  is 
not  expected  for  another  month. 

Rain  is  needed  generally.    Lack  of  moisture  noticea"ble  in  ranges  and 
early  peas. 
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Program  Appraisal  Div, 
,  ,    June  7, 


CROP  PROSPECTS  AI'D  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
SUmiARY  OF  REPORTS  OF  OD  AREA  SUPERVISORS 
VJeek  ending  June  2,'  19^4. 
Critical  Coramodities 


Lr.^STOCK  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS 


Boise  area 


Idaho  Falls  area 


lioscow  area 


Fla,f^staff  area 


TucGop  area 


Salt  Lake  area 


Ogden  area 


Spol'.ane  area 


Pendleton  area 


Shortage  of  better  ^rade  beef  .continues  and  this  week's 
rains  v/ill  tend  to  prolong  shortage  by  improving  ranges 
temporarilj^,  thus  lengthening  grazing  period. 

Beef  roasts  and  steaks  continue- in  excess  supply  causing 
their  use  in  hamburger.    Slaughterers  reducing  slaughter  ' 
of  beef  by  as  much',  as  33/j. 

Removal  of  farm  slaughter  restrictions  Y\relconed  and  vjill 
increase  moyement'  of  catt-le  to  local  ■  markets. 

Recent  removal  of  farm  slaughter  restrictions  vrelcomed. 
General  opinion  is  that  both  pi'oducer  and  consumer  will 
benefit  since  any  beef  shiortages  formerly  existing  v;ill 
be  entirely  eliminated. 

Producers  report  difficulty  in  marketing  hogs  due  to  lack 
"of  buyers  and  inability  of  local  slaughterers  to  process 
pork  because  of  insufficient  labor.    Supply  of  veal  and 
beef  improved  during  pa^st  vre.ek.    Local  slaughter  houses 
killing  to  capacity. 

Slauglite:'  of  lives t©ck  still  ciirtailed  by  labor  scarcity, 
Th.e  supplies  of  all  livestock  adeo.uate  except  veal, 

American  pack' sti3rage  'facilities.  crowded  ■v^/itli  pork,  beef, 
and  lard  which  is  affecting -slaughtering  operations. 
Choice  and  good  grades  of  beef  are  scarce  virith  supply 
largely  cutter  and  canner. 

Cattle  Gom.ing  to  market  are  poor  in  quality.  Since 
change  in  ration  points,  t,hey  are  backing  up  on  farms 
and  as  beef  in  storage.    Lamb- marketing  slow  because  of 
late  season.    Heavy  hog  v-oceipts  first  part  cf  veek  caused 
ners  release  requesting  farmer  to  hold  shipment  until 
supply  could  be  cleaned  up.    Shortage  of  veal  improved 
materially  during  past  veek.    Armour  stacking  lard  in 
open  yard  because  cf  lack  of  storage  space. 

Some  concern  about  movement  of  beef  to  market  before  big 
rush  starts. 


Eugene  area 


Zero  point  value  resulted  in  some  improvement  in  the 
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Great  Falls  area 


Helena  area 


San  Francisco  area 


San  Jose  area 


Los  An^^eles  area 


San  Diego  area 


Reddin.q;  area 


Stockton  area 


Portland  area 


Seattle  area 


hog,  canner  and  cutter  cattle  movement  but  not  as  much 
as  e.xpected. 

Generally  satisfactory  except  that  some  types  of  roasts 
show  tendency  to  accumulate. 

Livestock  in  good  shape  with  some  m.ovement  to  summer 
ranges.    Sheep  shearing  started  in  principal  sheep  areas. 
No  change  in  meat  supplies  from  previous  report. 

Retailers  unable  to  obtain  adequate  stocks  of  haras, 
beef,  and  3-amb.     Insufficient  nuipber  of  .lambs  being 
slaughtered  and  shortage  of  beef  due  to  shortage  of  meat 
cutters.      Heavy  marketing  of  livestock  before  next 
fall  expected  because  of  general  short  feed  situation. 

Butcher  shops  still  com.plaining  better  grades  of  beef 
unobtainable.    Lamb  and  better  grades  of  pork  continue 
in  very  short  supply. 

Packers  need  additional  labor  to  take  care  of  dem.and  for 
stepping  up-  output  Beef  and  hog  markets  slow. 

Apparently  unable  to  "kill"  animals  offered.  Lamb  supply  , 
light.  Veal  being  carried  over  this  week.  Retail  supplies 
spotty. 

Beef  supplies  continue  satisfactory.    Lamb  increasingly 
short  because  of  seasonal  decline  in  supplies  and  shortage 
of  packing  house  labor.    Pork  deliveries  limited  by  labor 
shortage  .but  reasonably  satisfactory.    Veal  adeqimte. 

No  evidence  at  this  date  of  any  slaughter  cattle  backing 
up  in  this  area. 

Shortage,  of  lam.b,  particularly  of  better  grade.  Many 
dealers  stocking  mutton  in  effort  to  replace  lam.b.    WO  75 
Amdt,  15  resulting  in  considerable  local  beef  and  sheep 
killing  in  G  a  later  as,,  Tuolumne -arid.  I.iariposa  counties. 
Sausage  and  pork  rith  the  exception  of  loins,  in  good 
supply  over  entire  area, 

Grass  cattle  appearing  on  local  marketj  250  head  hold- 
over unsold,    75Q  head  of  hogs  holdover,  . 

Pork  continues  to  be  plentifvil  with  lard  in  surplus  and 
accumulatiiig.    Ve?3,l  improving  to  fair  supply.    Lamb  scarce 
but.  beef  in  good  supply. 


EGGS  AND  POULTRY 


Boise  E:  Galdvrell  area  Dealers  report  a  slight  crop  in  egg,  production. 

Twin  Falls  area  Reports  indicate  r.o  drop  in  egg  production-, 

Idaho  Falls  area         Egg  prod'  ction  continues  at  high  J.evels.    Container  shortage 
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Salt  Lake  area 
Spokane  area 

Pendleton  areg. 

Eugene  area 
Grcc-.t  Falls  area 


Helena  area 

San  Francisco  area 
Santa  Rosa  art^a 


remains  acute  in  relation  to  current  receipts  program. 
Egg  prices  in  entire  area  up  to  27ij5. 

Egg  production  continues  heavy. 

Egg  recei-^/ts  shov;  slight  decline.    Purchase  of  cc:;s 

the  CCC  will  help  the  situation  some.    Lading  flocks  being 

liquidated  or  culled  heavy. 

No  interest  in  assembling  eggs  for  sale  under  government 
program  for  reasons  mentioned  last  week.  Supplies 
still  holding  up  well.    Prices  to  producers  20-22^-. 

Egg  cases  for  shipment  barely  available. 

Government  purchases  relieved       critical  conditions 
e::6ept  in  three  western  counties  v.'hero  price  is  g*lill  low 
and  surpluses  accumulating  due  to  temporarj'  closing  of 
marlrots  that  have  formerly  absorbed  production.  Egg 
cases  due  to  raovemont  outside  of  markets  are  critically 
short  throughout  district. 

Some  "egg  dealers  are  having  difficulty  finding  an  outlet 
for  their  holdings  of  eggs,  for  i-^hich  they  cannot  certify 
that  producers  received  27(*, 

Sr.crt  on  fryers,  roasters,  broilers,  and  young  chickens. 

Poultry  price  weakening  in  face  of  increase  of  poultry 
culling,    Dem.and  weaker  since  removal  of  meat  points,-^  ' 
Dealers  report  increased  requests  on  part  of  poultrym.en 
to  handle  birds,  v'hn  these  same  poultrym.en  ■  had- v^hat  is'" 
generally  considered  black  m.arket  outlets  for  their  birds 
before  removal  of  meat  points.  "    ■  ' 


Los  Angeles  area         332,773  cases  in  storage  (higher  than  previous  reports), 

holding  quality  up  v;ith  steadily  decreased 
Outliit  for  medium  and  sm.all  sizes  is  acute 
.1  most  pre&sing.    All  out  effort  being  made 
jonsumption  and  breaking.    Poultry  moving 
:aurant    and  hotel    demand  holding  up  fairly 

grades.  Labor  still  pressing  problem., 
'eports  civilian  getting  "G"  grade  turkey  . 
imounts  to  about  ^%  of  marlrotable  turkeys. 


Cool  weather 
production, 
problem;  small 
to  increase  c< 
slowly.  Restj 
v!ell  for  bettt 
Q.fl,  center  r( 
hens,  V'.'hich  ar 


San  Diego  area 


Redding  ar..a 


Reno  area 


Local  egg  markets  in  good  shape.    Pressure  of  outside 
surplus  is 'deciding  price  factor, 

Som.e  surplus  of  egg  production  from  farm  flocks. 

Egg  production  fallen  off  about  5/'  from  peak.  Supplies 
continue  excessive. 


Portland  area 


Receipts  of  eggs  decreased  about  lOfj  from,  peak  in  April, 
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Surplus  continues..    Slight  increase  in  movement  of  eggs 
in  city  of  Seattle.  ■  Stoi-'age  space  unobtainable,    IIo  egg 
cases.    Offerings  of  live  poultry  in  excess  of  processing 
plant  facilities  and.  labor  shortage.    Leghorns  in  greatest 
supply,"    Good  market  demaj^d. 


Production  peak  reached  later  than  in  heav^^  producing 
eastern  counties.    Small  surplus,  especially  in  Lincoln 
county  keeping  price  down  to  22^.    About  25^  in  Evanston, 
Not  enough  to  form  carload.    Some  eggs  going  to  Salt 
Lake  City,  ,  ■' 


Fast  movement  of  butter.    Potential  sliort  supply. 

Milk  in  flush  season,  surp?i.us  being  used  by  condensaries, 

Du.mping  of  milk,  the  first  part  of  vreek,  due  to  lack  of 
sugar  has  been  remedied  by  OPAf 

Approximately  10%  increase  of  milk.  product.ion  over  '4.3. 

Heavy  receipts  of  butter  but  rere  absorbed  in  set-aside. 
Adequate  supplies  to  meet  demands  of  civilians, 

FRUIT      VEGETABLE  CROPS 

Asparagus .  ,: 

San  Joaquin  area         Harvesting  of  canning  asparagus  progressing  satisfactorily 

with  canneries  reporting  increase  in  pack:  over  last  year. 

Plentiful. 

Good  supply^  r' . 


Los  Angeles  area  IIo  m.arket, 
Corn 

Los  Angeles  area  No  ceiling,  small  supply,  prices  high. 

Cabbage  ■  .  • 

Los  Angeles  area  .       Not  m.oving  supplies 

Carrots  .            '  • 

Tucson  area  Remainder  of  carrot  crop  going  to  deb3''drators. 

Phoenix  area  Market  dull.    Shipped  52  cars  June  1,  45  cars  on  track  June24j 


Seattle  area 

*  ■ 

Lincoln,  Sv.reetY>/ater 
Uinta  counties 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS 

Ogden  area 

Cache,  Ueber,  Davis 
counties 

Spokane  area  ' 

Clatsop  area 
Seattle  area 


Reno  area 
Seattle  area 
Beets 
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Los  Angeles  area' 


Price  ;';.2  to  --=2,75.    With  Imperial  Valley  deal  closing, 
demand  and  market  e::pected  to  strengthen, 

rfejority  of  feeders  under  Division  Program  have  cancelled 
purchases  because  of  improved  suppl;/-  of  green  feed  v:±th. 
favorable, price  differentials. 


Imperial  Valley  area  Carrot  harvest  pretty  vrell  over  although  shipments  v;ill 
'  •  continue  for  lira  ted  pe3;-iod. 


I.et-^uce 


San  Jose  area 


Los  Angeles  area 


Rgno  area 


Seattle  area 
Onions 

Caldrell  L  IV'in 
Falls  areas 


Flagstaff  area 


Tucson  area 
Phoenix  area 


Yalcina  area 

Los  Angeles  area 

Tulelake  area 

Seattle  area 
Peas 


Considerable  acreage  of  lettuce  disced  under  because  of 
low  prices,  as  lor  as  25<i  per  crate. 

Smaller  supply j  prices  up. 

Plentiful, 

Surplus, 


Estir.ated  30%  increase  in  acreage  and  excellent,. stand, 
causing  considerable,  concern  over  next  falls'  storage 
facilities.       ..  ■        •  . 

Crop  approxirately  1600  acres  in  Graham  county  expected 
to  yield  12  to  1$  tons  per  acre.     Dehydrating  plant  in 
Safford  has  contracted  for  major  part  of  crop  and  tentative 
orders  indicate  remainder  of  crop  vd.ll  be  marketed  v;ith 
little  difficulty. 

Total  of  175  acres  .of  onions  nov;  reaching  market. 

Shipped  ^  cnrs  on  June  2.    Fair  demand.    Eastern  market 
dull.    Shipments  to  east  expected  next  v.^eek  since  rains  ■ 
in  south  Texas  have  practically  closed  their  deal,  and 
north  Texas  not  e;:pectad  to  start  harvesting  until  about 
June  15, 

Increase  planti;:.g_  of  sv/eet  Spanish  onions  over  last  year. 
Getting  cheaper;  larger'  supply. 

Onion  crop  in  seedling  stage  damaged  by  cold  north  winds 
of  tvi^o  t'reeks  ago  and  considerable  acreage  being  replanted 
to  potatoes,  "  •  ■ 

Green  onions  in  good  supply.    Dry  onions  in  siirplus-. 


Salt  Lalre  area 


Peas  m.aking  excellent  growth. 
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lakima  Valley  area 
Umatilla  area 

San  Jose  area 
Sacramento  area 
Potatoes 
Phoenix  area 

Salt  Lake  area 
Los  Angeles  area 
Strinr;  Beans 
Los  Angeles  area 

Tornatocs  " 
Los  Angeles  area 
Reno  area 
Sacramento  area 
San  Francisco  area 
Seattle  area 
Apricots 
Reno  area 

Wasco  &-  Hood  River 
Sacramento  area 
Pears 

Wasco  &.  Hood  Rivei? 
San  Francisco  area 
Apples 

Los  Angeles  area 


Lov:  price,' poor  demand  Tor  fresh' market  peas,  Grov.'ers 
affected,  '        ■  ' 

Many  canneries ' start  on  peas  next  week.    Labor  for  pro- 
cessing T^iich  \ms  recent  viorvy  taken  care  of  with 
P.T/.  labor.    Production  labor  seems  satisfactory. 

Some  pea  acreage  disced  under. 

Pea  harvest  at  peak. 


riew  potatoes  in  this  area  v.dll  appear  on  marlr.et  the  latter 
of  this  month. 


Acreage  below  last  year. 
Unchanged, 


IIo  ceiling  after  June  1  except  at  retail  level,  V/liolesale 
price  lumped  to  16^5  with  a  IVg-^  retail  coiling,       '■  ' 


Larger  receipts j  prices  down 
Scarce, 

Tomato  plantings  complete  in  Yolo  county. 
Field  planting  of  tomatoes  about;  completed. 
Ample  suf  >ly,  .   ,,■  ;\  • 

Beginning  to  appear  oh  market.  Offerings' high  priced  and. 
poor  quality. 

Crop  increase  25  to  35%  over  last 'year. 
Some  apricots  shipped  from  the  Winters  area. 

Record  crop  expected,      -  ,  . 

Crop  expected  to  be  BG%  to  90%'o-r  i9A3. 

Practically  off  market 


\ 


Reno  area 

Las  Vegas  area 

Seattle  area 

Banai.as 

Reno  area 

Las  Vegas  area 

Seattle  area 

BerrieSo 

Reno  area 

Portland  area 

Cherries 
Asotin  cot'-hty 

Los  Angeles  area 
San  Joaoiiin  area 


Scarce. 

None  available 
Scarce 


Scarce 
Scarce 
Scarce 


Reno  area 


Beginning  to  appear  in  cleliixe  markets.    Offerings  not 
of  good  quality  and  lagli  priced. 

Preservation  of  gooseberries  problem  until  release  of 
glass  for  canning,, , 


Prospects  for  heavy  crop;    Even ' though  large  freezing  unit 
'conploted  in  Le^"iston,  Idaho  large  crop  of  cherries  ivill, 
result  in  a  narheting  problem. 

No  ceiling,  srr.all  supply,  prices  high, 

T'itl:  tl;.e  inauguration  of  the  cherry  ?;age  stabilization 
prograr.,  the  State  V.TA  17age  Board  has  established  a  local 
office  in  Stockton  for  the  adniinistr;,  tion  of  this  and  other 
wage  stabilisation  programs. 

Beginning  to  appear  on  market.    Offerings  not  of  good 
quality  and  price  high. 


ITasco  f  Hood  River     Rains  during  tr,e  blossoming  period  reduced  crop  /^O/O, 


Salt  Lake  area 
Reno  area 
Portland  area 

Seattle  area 

Melons 


Some  strav'berries  from  St,  George  section  nov;  appearing 
on  Salt  Lal^e  miarkcts. 
Scarce . 

OFA  price  differential  cau.sing  considerable  dissatisfaction 
among  g rovers. 

Expected  on  m.arket  next  veek;  short  supplj'-  bu.t  good 
quality.    Acreage  lover  than  last  year. 


Tuscon  area 


Yuma  Valley  melon  crop  just  reaching  market,  about  tv.'o 
v;cel:s  late.    T/atermelon  acreage  betv;een  1000  to  1200 
acres.    First  shipments  moving  at  075  to  02O  per  ton. 
Cantaloupe  acreage  33AO;  a  decrease  of  520  acres  from 
last  year.    First  shipricnt  going  at  09,  02,  05  a  crate, 
as  per  grade.  Demand  good.    All  movement  by  truck.  First 


I 
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shipments  by  car  June  3. 

Fhoenix  area  First  car  of  cantaloTipes  shipped  June  2, 

Imperial  Valley  area  Carloads  of  cantaloupes  moved  by  June  1,  194-<4  totaled 

16  compared  with  781  cars  to  same  date  last  year, 

cimmD  GOODS 

Salt  Lake  area  Cpnned  carrots,  catsup  and  sauces  are  reported  to  be  moving 

very  slowly  due  to  point  values, 

Davis  s county  ^  Storage  situation  of  carhod  vegetables  improved,  due,, to 

,     •         '.'  :    .  '  increased  retail  m.ovement. 

San  Francisco  area      No  stocks  of  I'.igh  quality  canned '  string  beans  at  retail 

or  wholesale  level.    Very  slovj  novoment  of  canned  fruits, 
peaches,  fruit  saDad,  etc, 

San  Jose  area  Canned  vegetables  short,  especially  better  grades.  Tuna 

and  salm.on  ver3-  short.    Difficulty  in  obtaining  oils  in 
■  '  the ''larger  containers,    S^.Truas  short, 

San  Diego  area  Canned  peaches  moving  a  little  better. 

Seattle  area  Canned  fruits  in  srirplus . 


ARIZONA 


General  production  situation 

Moisture  conditions  in  nortl.orn  counties  oontipue    to  bo  very  good  and  . 
ranfjo  and  crop  prospects  seen  to  bo  the  raost  favorable  in  recent  years. 
Gro'.ving  season  has  been  retarded  by  cold  v-.-eathcr;  hovever,  season  still  expected 
to  be  sufficiently  lon,~  for  making  boan  and  potatoc  crops  which  arc  principal 
crojvT  in  northern  counties.    Graham,  Greenlee,  Gila  continue  poor  due  to  lack 
of  nolstT:re. 

A  vegetable  shed  and  loading  dock  nov;  in  process  of  construction  in 
Safford  rill  avisist  greatly  in  proper  handling  and-  orderly  marketing  of  onions, 
lio  marketing  problem  is  anticipated  on  any  crop  in  the  Tucson  area. 

CALDTRI'IA 

,   ■'    ■■  .  (Fresno  area  not  reporting) 

General  production  'situation 

Rains  throughout'  the  northern  and  central  parts  of  the  ctatc  damaged 
cherries,  apricots,  grapes,  and  hay  tliougli  pastures  vere  benefited.    Damage  to 
the  cherry  crops  rere  reported  by  Stoclcton,  Santa  Rosa,  Sacram.ento,  San  Jose, 
and  San  Francisco  areas.  Contra  Costa  reported  some  dam.age  to  apricots  but  the 
Alameda  county  cots  v/ere  not  affected  by  the  rains.    The  dam.p  v/eather  Y.'ill 
nocersltato  sulpliioring  the  grape  vines  in  the  Stockton  area  as  miildcw  has  been 
increasing  rapidly.    Santa  Rosa  re?;iorts  fruit  rot  due  to  humid  conditions. 
The  damage  to  fruit  depends  to  a  great  extent  on  the  veather  that  f olloy."s., , .  .„ 

Discoloration  and  damage  to  volunteer  hay  and  grain  occurr'ed  in  Sacramento, 
San  Francisco,  Santa  Rosa,  and  Stockton  areas.  Redding  reports  damage  -to  the 
cu.t  hay  crop  and  range  feed  v/hich  has  matured  at  lover  elevation.  .Grain  crops 
at  higher  elevations  are  in  need  of  rain  but  ranges  in  fair  conditions  * 

Considerable  am.ounts  of  first  cutting  alfalfa  hay  is  still  in  the  fields 

in  the  Stockton  area  due  to  inabilitv  oi  grovcrs  to  r'et  it^baled  and  hauled, 

"  to 
Second  crop  is  rapidly  groving  vjhich  Y/ill  cause  some  dam.agx/that  left  in  the 

field  as  veil  as  the  growing  ne^7  crop.    The  second  crop  is  being  harvested  in 

nran;/:,of  the  Sacramento  districts.    Los  An^^eles  reports  that  barley  situation  is 

unchanged  and  CCG  vheat  supplies  have  relieved  the  feed  situation. 

f'lcrced  county  reports  shortage  of  labor  for  fruit  tliinning,  and  of  milkers 
and  that  250  var  prisoners  vill  soon  be  available  for  v/ork  in  the  county.  In 
tiie  Sacram.ento  area  field  labor  is  short  of  demand  and  apricot  growers  in  the 
San  Francisco  civoa  are  concerned  xvlth  the  shortage  of  apricot  cutters.  Farmers 
in  the  Santa  Rosa  area  shov  interest  in  vage  stabilization,  follov.dng  increase 
in  cherry  picking  and  apple  thinning  costs.    Sliortage  of  Ucxican  labor  causing 
sore  concern  for  the  harvest  v-here  they  v;cre  to  replace  r^en  lost  to  thic  armed 
forces.    The  continued  pressure  by  draft  boards  on  younger  farm  ^  orkers  is 
causing  £e7^|>us  concern. 

Central  Sonoma  pear  marketing  problems  apparently  solved  for  vjith 
short  crops  In  Lake,  Mcndocina  and  Napa  counties.    Pri:ines  though  light  in 
crop  in  this  area  vill  shov  good  sizes. 
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Vegetable  grovers  in  the  San  Jose  area  are  expressing  considerable 
dissatisfaction  at  ^the  way  in  x^hich  ceiling  prices  (retail)  are  curtailing 
consumer  demand.    They  point  to  current  sluKip  in  lettuce  prices  to  groT-.^or 
T^hile  at  the' same  time  lettuce  continues  to  sell  retail  at  ceiling  prices. 
The;-  contend  that  the  ceiling  prices  should  be  changed  daily  if,  necess.arj  to 
reflect  vaiat  grov-ers  are  getting, 

r  n  A  •  .  +•  IDAHO 
General  production  gixuat-ion  ^  

Condition  of  crops  enhanced  by  general  rains  this  t;cc!:  and  materially 
reduced  early  irrigation  requireinonts  and  alleviated  possibilities  of  drought 
in  the  b.igher  areas,    Uinter  wheat  is  beginning  to  head  cut  under  favorable 
conditions,    liany  fj^rr.ers  have  stated  crop  prospect-s-  looked  better  this  year 
than  for  past  several  years,    Ilov'ever,  thu  rain  is : delaying  sugar  beet 
thinning  operations  causing  predictions  that •  laboj'- Virill  .be  unable  to  handle 
the  ."peak"  requirements.    Thr  farm  labor .  s.ituation  though  is  satisfactory 
SO- far  with  generally:'  enough  nan  to  fill  jobs.    Lack  of  adequate  housing' for 
far.n  laborers  with  families  is  still  evident,  ,      ■  ■ 

.   Fruit  prospects  in  Lewiston  and  Kendrick  areas  continue  to  be  favorable,  - 
Frost 'damage  r:entioned  last  week,  although  very  spotty  has  caused  a  damage  to, 
the  prunes -of  from  10  to  25%,  with  a  feY.r  orch.ards.  a  total,  loss,  and  has 
dam.aged  'the  apple  crop  in  the  Boise  and  Payette  valleys  to  'the  extent  of  about 
1^5%* 

■  ■  ':'  ■  ■        ■  -       .      '  ■  -MONTAIIA  -.  ..  . 

'.  . '  (Billings '  area  not  reporting)  , 

Genpral  production  situation 

T7ide spread  rains  have  improved  crop  and  range  conditions  in  Montana 
except' for  parts  of  Glacier,  Toole,  Liberty  and  Kill  counties  where  .grov^th  of 
spring, .seeding  is  seriously  retarded  bj  lack  of  sufficient  moisti^re.  Condition 
•of .  w.inter  wheat  is  generally  satisfactory  though  stands  are  unusually  ^.-eedy 
in  .the.  Great  Falls  area,  in  the  Helena  area  it  is  spotted  in  som.e  instances 
due  -to  fall  drought.     Irrigated  crops,  springs  grains,  and  dry  peas  look  good. 
Most'  crop'  plantings  have  been  completed  and  som;e  thinning  of  beets  will  be 
going  on  socn  in  the-Helena  area.     The  arrival  of  Mexican  nationals  in  the 
Great  Falls  area  has  relieved  the  sugar  beet  labor  situation.    Some  late 
seeding  of  m.ustard  and  flax  has  resulted  fro^m  the  improved  v-cather.  Some 
loss  reported  in  late  lambing  due  to-  rain. 

Grasshopper  hatchings  reported  in  sor.c  counties  and  control  m.easures  r.ay 
■have  to  be  taken 

■  "  .    ■  ^ 

General  production  situation 

Harvesting  of  tomato  plants  in  Moapa  Valley  completed  with  a  surplus  of 
between  20  and  30  million  plants.     In  som.e  instances,  growers  are  plowing 
surplus  under.    Others  holding  off  v.'ater  to  retard  development  with  hopes  of 
assistance  from  the  Office  of  Distribution  in  marketing  surplus. 

Hay  production  and  harvesting  in  Moapa  Valley  not  up  to  normal  due  to 
labor  and  machiner^^  shortage  preventing  cutting.     In  some  instances,  second, 
crop  ready  for  cutting  and  first  crop  still  standing  in  fields. 


OREGON 


General  production  situ^.tion 

Current  rainfall  in  the  East  Cascade  Ranee;.  Eugene  area  is  believed  to 
bo  ample  to  insure  an  excellent  hay  crop  in  most  of  the  area.    Rains  during 
the  past  reek  have  materially  improved  the  prospects  for  canning  peas,  especially 
the  late  peas.    Coast  area  season  is  from  10  days  to  2  weeks  late. 

The  end  of  loggers  and  lumbermen's  strike  vdll  probably  ease  shortage 
of  box  si  ooks, 

UTAH 

(Provo  area  not  reporting) 

C-oneral  -production  situation 

Coijtinued  rains  and  cold  v:cather  is  causing  the  spring  grain  to  turn  a 
slightly  yellorish  color.    The  shortage  of  labor  and  bad  weather  has  delayed 
the  thinnin;-  of  sugar  beets  in  Box  Elder  county  and  the  Salt  Lake  area, 

Tlie  AM  farm  sign-up  is  90,"^  complete  in  the  Ogden  area  and  shov.-s  an 
increase  of  2[!,S50  acres  of  vheat,  11^76  acres  of  alfalfa  vdth  a  reduction 
of  ^000  acres  of  potatoes,  93  acres  of  dry  beans.    The  acreage  for  canning 
peas  and  tomatoes,  sugar  beets,  barley  and  corn  rill  be  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  livestock  report  shoe's  a  reduction  of  3  to  5%  in  the  number  of  hogs  ■ 
and  chickens  v;ith  an  increase  in  the  number  of  m.ilk  cov;s  and  turkeys, 

(Thormopolis  area  not  reporting) 
General  production  situation 

Great  amount  of  precipitation  during  past  veek  particularly  in  Lincoln 
coimty  and  western  Sxieetvater  county.    As  a  result  grazing  should  be  good, 
Altr:0\igh  tvo  to  tlu'ce  reeks  behind  schedule,  grain  crops  (barley  and  oats) 
are  pretty  roll  along  in  their  planting, 

T/AShlKGTON 
(Chehalis  area  not  reporting) 

General  production  situation 

Range  pastures  in  south-eastern  Washington  rere  headed  out  before  the 
recent  rains,  so  the  only  effect  v.'ill  be  to  keep  them  from  drying  up;  hovever, 
tlie  range  grass  in  this  and  eastern  Washington  v;as  materially  benefited  from 
the  recent  rains.      Pea  crop  in  l.'alla  Halla,  Columbia  and  Ge^rfield  counties 
are  in  need  of  rain,    VJlieat  and  pea  crops  in  Adar:s,  Whitman,  Spokane  and 
Lincoln  counties  '-'cre  materially  benefited  from  the  rain.    Large  acreage  of 
processing  peas  v;ero  planted  in  the  Seattle  area.    Pod  peas  are  expected  on 
tile  market  in  a  v.'eek, 

A  good  crop  of  cherries  is  anticipated  because  good  leather  during 
polleni'zation  of  sour  cherries  m.ade  conditions  ideal  in  the  Seattle  region. 
Heavy  crops  of  sugar  boots,  hops,  pears,  and  apples  expected  in  the  Yakima 
Valley,    Feed  supplies  are  adequate  in  this  region  and  farmers  are  cutting 
grass  for  silage. 


Program  Appraisal  Divi 
June  13.  19'+'+ 


CROP  PROSPECTS  AJH)  FOOD  SUPP^jIES 
SIBHIAEI  OF  REPORTS  OF  OD  AREA  SUPERVISORS 
Week  ending  June  9,  19^+^ 
Critical  Commodities 


LIT'ESTOCK  AtTD  14EAT  PRODUCTS 


Portland  Area 


Eugene  Area 
Moscov/  Area 


San  Francisco  Area 
Fresno  Area    '  ■■'  ■' 

Los  Angeles  Area 


Stockton  Area 


Napa  County 


Bacon  and  shoulder  cuts  not  moving.     Slow  movements  of 
lard.    One  packer  discontinued  manufacture  of  lard  con- 
verting all  to  commercial  grease,    300  hogs  holdover  proV 
aMy  clear  "by  end  of  week.    Buyers  not  taking  current  re- 
ceipts "but  "buying  2  day  hold  over  at  floor,    G-rass  cattle 
increasing  with  marked  increase  in  light  heifers  and  steers. 
Ko  effect  of  removal  of  f  .rm  slaughter  restriction  on  re- 
ceipt C5f  country  killed  meat. 

Local  slaughterers  unahle  to  move  lard» 

Hog  pool  shipments  to  West  Coast  packers  continue  to  Tse 
sold  under  difficulty,    Lahor  difficulties  given  as  prin- 
ciple reason  for  retarded  processing  ability,    I'ork  shoulder 
cuts  "backing  up,  while  loin  cuts  moving  rapidly.  Sug- 
gested that  price  ceilings  "be  readjusted  or  a  point  value 
"be  applied  to  loin  cuts. 

Supply  of  lam"b  and  mutton  insufficient  to  meet  deman(i» 

Beef  and  hogs  plentiful,  Lam"bs  in  poor  condition  at  present 
with  none  offered  on  the  market. 

Good  quality  "beef  moving  fast.    Remaining  grades  dragging. 
Another  record  week  for  the  year  in  livestock .off erings. 
La'bor  shortage  increasingly  critical.    Market  on  good  and 
choice  veal  go'odii    Lower  grades  slow  "because  of  la'bor, 
Lam"b  in- moderate  supplies.    Hogs  situation  satisfactory. 

Demand  for  pork  loins,  ham?  ri'bs  and  also  for  lambs,  far 
exceeds  supply.    Beef  in ; 9,11;  grades  short  now.  Butcher 
shops  report 'difficulty  in  moving  beef  loins,  rounds,  and 
chucks.    Slack  generally  being  taken  up  by  heavy  veal  e  s- 
pecially  true  in  Calaveras,  Tuolumne,  and  Mariposa  Counties 
where  more  local  beef  and  lamb  are  slaughtered.    Feed  sit- 
uation in  San  Joaquin  Co-ju^ty  improved  greatly  by  ^00  tons 
of  protein  .feed  that  AAA  brought  in  during  past  month. 

Owners  request  no  quota  be  placed  on  slaughter  of  lambs. 
Manpower  badly  needed  for  lamb  slaughter* 


Humboldt  County 


Lambs  beginning  .to  move  at  a  good  rate  although  fat  butchei^ 
ing  quality  has  been  lacking  imtil  very  recently. 
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Sonoma  County 


San  Jose  Area 


G-reat  Jalle  Area 


Spokane  Area 
'.Phoenix  Area 


Prpvo  Area 

'Salt  Lake  Area 
Plagstaff  Area 


bgden  Area 


Sheep  men  report  difficulty  in  moving  small  size  fat  lamlDs. 
.B'uyers  clainj  QPA  regulations  do  not  permit  lam"b  purchase 
unless  they  weigh  80  Ihs. 

Plenty  of  commercial,  utility,  canner  and  cutter  grades.  Ife- 
tail  stores  show  shortage  of  heef,-    Want  good  "beef  and  re- 
fuse to  huy  the  three  lower  grades.    Slaughter  houses  c]aim 
if  utility  was  point  free,  conditions  would  he  "better. 
Scarcity  of  "veal,  lam'b  and  porko 


Las  Vegas,  Area 


Heavy  shipments  mostly  of  heavy  sows  fromareas  where 
farrowing  programs  were  reduced.    Accumulation  of  high  .point 
"beef  roasts  forced  "butchers  to  convert  them  into  ham"burgers 
_  to  avoid  loss.  : 

Hogs  glutted  pens  at  Old  Union  Stock  during  first  of  week. 
Beef  still  adequate  "but  lamh  and  mutton  very  scarce. 

Continue  short  on  "beef,  lrear  and  lamh.    Condition  will  "be 
alleviated  upon  the  re-opening  of  the  Phoenix  Packing 
Company,,  whose  application  for  a  license  is  pending*  If 
Tovrea  Packing  Company  resumes  general  distri"bution  as  an- 
ticipated next  month,  this  area  and  outlying  districts 
should  have -.ample  supplies*- 

Hogs  not  "being  raised  for  market  purposes  to  any  large  ex- 
tent. -^  • 

Veal  supply  continues  inadequate. 

Cattle  moving  sloxirly  due  to  lack  of  fat  animals-    A  num"ber 
of  grass  ;fed  animals  moving  to  market  in  some  sections  fur- 
nishing commercial  and  lower  grade  heef.    Little  good  grade 
"beef  availa'ble  at  present*    Prospects  indicate  that  good 
grade  grass  fed  animals  will  reach  market  in  fall. 

The  lorth  Salt  Lake  Livestock  Show  Sale  of  SOO  head  of 
choice  "beef  relieved  temporarily  the  shortage  of  "better- 
gradeso  ■  S|jpjage  facilities  of  American  Pack  croi^dedwith 
pork,  "beef^/iard  which  is  still  affecting  slaughter  ope3>- 
ations. ' .,  _ 

Shortage  of  veal.    Choice  grades  of  heef  difficult  to  o"btaiE. 


EGGS  AlTD  POULTBI 
Portland  Area 

Eugene  Area 
Pendleton  Area 


Continued,  heavy  moyement  ■of;  -h^ns'. 
will  he  •.cemplcied  inajicJjEsar  week* 
.this  weekjr'  .••  •.  ;,:A 

Ho  change  since  last  weekf 


Movement  of  turkey  hens 
Some  plants  finishing 


Several  .lop'ali zed  areas  overstocked  v/ith  no  outlet  foreggp 
except  G-overnment  program.    Prices  unchanged  from  last  week. 


Boise  &  Twin  Falls 
Area 


Idaho  Palls  Area 
Uoscow  Area 


Goshon,  Platte, 
Laraaie  Counties, 
Wyoming 

Park  &  Big  Horn 
Counties,  Wyoming 

Tresno  Area     .  . 

Los  Angeles  Area 


Spokane  Area 
Great  Palls  Area 

Las  Vegas  Area 

DAIRY  PRODUCES 
Moscov;  Area 

PirCsno  Area 
Hum"boldt  County 
Spokane  Area 

9 

San  Prancisco  Area 
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Surplus  shell  egg  situation  still  critical.     Shortage  of 
containers  causing  considera^ble  difficulty*    Orange  "boxes 
"being'used  for  lo6al"  distrilDution  in  some  communities. 

Receiving  stations  point  out  drop  in  eggs  this  past  week. 
Shortage  of  cases  still  c ritical. 

Current  receipts  program  heing  initiated  in  Lewiston  Area, 
Egg  surplus  sitixation  "becoming  more  acute  due  to  flooded 
Washington  market. 

Price  of  eggs  showed  tendency  to  slip  again  recently  in 
these  areas  —  26(#  and  27^^  to  the  producer  on  the  average. 
Support  price  activities  helping  to  sustain  it. 

Egg  prices  still  need  support. 

Local  egg  situation  good.    Plats  and  fillers  still  scarce, 

3S9»537  cases  of  eggs  now  in  storage  compared  to  332,773 
cases  last  week*    Market  stronger.    Retail  sales  good  for 
large  grade  A  and  AA« '  Ho  demand  for  medium  and  smalls« 
Large  offerings  of  Leghorn  hens  indicate  active  culling. 
Dressing  plants  continue  to  suffer  from  lalsor  shortage. 

Egg  receipts  for  past  v/eck  show  decrease.    Cold  storage 
warehousemen  report  500  cars  of  eggs  in  storage  with  many 
eggs  starting  to  run  and  smell.  ■  . 

Lack  of  adequate  cold  storage  continues  to  forc.Q  eggs  into 
Government  purchase  channels  as  commercial  outlets  are  still 
closely  limiting  receipts.  •• 

Eggs  normal.     Shortage  of  fryers.       ...     ,        ,.  , 


June  ' arid  July  quota  increase  of  ice  cream  "believed  adequate 
to  relieve  current  flush  supply  of  milk.    Waste  of  skim 
milk  considcra"bly  reduced.  " 

Creameries  not  produQlng  "butjcr  hut  converting  "butter  fat 
to 'other  prdduc-ts  if  po'ssi  1^1(3.    Claim  prices  too  low. 

Milk  production  continues  'abbve  normal,  approximately  15/^ 
more  rcdeipts  at  major  creameries  than  this  time  last  year. 

Increased  ice  cream  quota  a"bsor"bing  large  amounts  of  milk 
surplus. 

All  types  of  cheese  continue  in  short  supply.. 


Ogden  Area 

Davis  Covsity 
Las  Yogas  Area 


:v   Butter,  in  short  supply.      ,  ■■r.i. ' . ,-.  .. 

jlush  milk  season. 

Surplus-  cream  being  moved"  to  Salt  Lake  area  for  "butter 
production. 


PliUIt  AiO)- "VEG-STABLE  CROPS 


Cal3"bage 

Los  Angeles  Area  ,  . 
Carrot  s 

Los  Angeles  Area 
Phoenix  Area 

Santa  Clara  County 
Celery 

Los  Angeles  Area 
Lettuce 

Las  Tegas  Area 

Santa  Clara  County 

Onions 

Presno  Area 

Los  Angeles  Area 

San  Joaquin  County 

Phoenix  Area      .  .. 

Provo  Area 
Peas 

Umatilla  County  .  . 


Unchanged. 


Market  down  on  account  of  heavy  supplies. 

Carrot  shipments  passed  peak  with  good  demand  for  quality 
grades.    ?rice,  $2*50 -goo<i'gr9,de;  $1975  to  $2,00  forpoor 
.grades.'    Apparciitl^y  no-- diversion  program  needed  this  season. 

Truck  crops  pi;cnt if ul  and  in  good,  condition. 


Prices-  .very  .high  ,  ,,. 

Poor  quality,  high  prices  prevailing. 
Coming  to  market  slowly. 

Onion  harvest  going'  st fb ngv  '  Price  very  poor.    ■  ■■■  \  •- 
Unchanged  ■- 

Thrips  setting.'ih^  onions.     Should  he  sprayed,  "but  "Slack 
Leaf  UO"  at  present  linavailahle. 

Onion  deal  satisfactory  and  hcli-eved  that  the  campaign, 
industry  advertising,  and  weather  conditions  in  Texas  will 
.  give  .Arizona  crop,  an  orderly  market*  ...  > 

Large  crop  of  onions  expected  this  fall^ 


Canneries  operating  ahout  one-half  capacity  on. peas,  l^ext 
week  should  show  full  production,  weather  permiliting. 
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Yalciraa  Valley 


Potato OS 


■Fresno' Area 


los  Anj:elcs  Area-  '' 

Pbp.cnix,  Srlt  River 
"Valley,  Queen  Crock 


Strin:^  BeaAs  '  •  • 

Los  Angeles  Area 

TomatocV 

Lc.s  Angeles  Area 

San  Trancisco  Area 


Kerccd  County 
Apples  ' 

Santa' So  sa  Area- 
V/atsonville  Area 

Apr'ipbtis 

San  Francisco  Area 

Solano  County 

Bananas 

Santa  Rosa  Ar6a 
Las  Vegas  Area 


Lov:  pi-ice  of  fresh  market  peas,  poor  demand,  grov/ers 
effected.     Some  acreage  "being  plov/ed  under  for  want  of 
outlet. 


Cull  potatoes  "being  sold  as  stock  feed  at  $12  per  ton 
delivered.  ■  ■  ■  ^ 

Heavy  receipts.    Prices  easing  especially  on  Ho.  2  grades. 

3v 265  acres  of  potatoes  in  Arizona  with  an  anticipated 
200- car  surplus  (conservative  estimate)  of  U.  S,  No.  2s. 
Increase  in  percentage  of  Ho.  2  potatoes  due  to  drastic 
changes  in  temperature  with  col  6.  nights  and  hot  days  this 
year.    Crop  must  he  harvested  not  later  than  first  week 
in  July.    Potato  deal  starting  with  U<»  S.  Ho.  I's  bringing 
ceiling  prices.    Ho  'market  for  Ho.  2's,  and  a  diversion 
program  requested.    A  survey  oeing  made  and  purchase  progra 
expected  to  he  inaugurated  next  week  hy  WFA  or  AAA. 


Selling  at  Ceiling.    Heavier  offerings. 


Despite  heavy  offerings,  prices  still  up. 

Tomato  planting  completed.  •  Replants  heing  set  out  to 
replace  dead  and  injured  plants. 

Tomato  crop  two  weeks  late. 


Reported  short.  '  , 

Apple  crops  10^  less  than'"lSU3  crop  which  was  65^^  of  full 
cropo 


Apricot  harvest  iahor  prdhlem  in  prospect-.  The  crop  is 
good  and  experienced  isLhor  scarce. 

Shipping  apricots  with-;|)eak  expected. next  week-.  ■• 


Reported  short. 
Scarce . 


—Hi. 
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Carxtaloupes 

Los  Angeles'  Area 

Clierrie  s 

San  I'rancisco  Area 
la'tina  Va,lley  '■■ 
PrdvQ"- Area'  - 

Sosoma  .County    ■-■  - 
Salano'  •  County  ■  ^   '  ■ 
San  -,<J Q,.s.e -..Are;^"  ' 

Peaches 


Merced  County 

Salt  Lake  Area 
Strawberries 
Moscow  Area 


Spokane  Area 


Las  TegaB  Area 


Canned  Goods 


San  Francisco  Area 


Cantaloupes  slightly  cheaper.    Larger  offerings. 


Cherry  harvest  under  way.  Hoyal  Annefe  going  to  canneries 
and  harvest  of  Binss'-  for  taTsle  use  will  "begin  next  v/eek. 

Cherry  picking -to  "begin  in  alsout  a  week.    Short  crop  ex- 
pected. " 

•  Cherry  crop  outlook  changed*  Cherries  dropping  from  trees 
■   as  stems  withering.    Crop  expected  to  "be  only  SOfo  of  last 

-  year'  's«  . 

•  Cherry  crop  good*    Around  56O  pounds  of  cherries  tD  a  tree. 
Cherry  harvest- practically  completed,* 

•  Picking' of  Eings,  Lamlierts,  Repuhlicans,  and  Royal  Anns 
started,    iTo  immediate  danger  of  weather.  . 


•I    ■  ■  ■ 

Peach  packing  "began  this  week  on  Alexanders,  St.,  John's-, 
and  Mayflowers, 

PeacHes  Cann'ed  or  fresh  not  moving,  supplies  heavy. 


Being  received  in  plentiful ; quantities  particulariy  from 
eastern  Vfashington,    Base  price  of  l])<ji  for  Washington  and 
20^  for  Idaho  encourages  unidentified  sales  in  Idaho,  force; 
Idaho  dealers  to  market  "berries  in  extreme  north  Idaho  and 
Montana,  remoA^es  Washington  market.    Black -'market  ' operation 
flourishing  and  fiOld'  sales  increasing*    Price  adjustment 
urgent*  ....     ^.       ^  ..•  ■  " 

Straw"berries  scarce  with  growers  opening  few  remaining 
patches  to  pu'blic  for  privelege  of  picking  for  hom^  cannii^ 
Growers  state  price  ceiling  will  not  cover  cost  of  hiring 
pickers.  ,     ,  ,-. , 

> StraWherrie^  scarce.    Other  "berries  appearing  in  market, 
prices  hetween  ,^PfJ  and  ,^5{^  per-;, "basket. 


Canned  and  frozen  "berries  •practically  uno"btaina"ble.  G-rape 
juice  and  pineapple  'juice '  in  scarce  supply.    Higher  points 
just  going  into  effect  may-relieve  situation.  Canned 
salmon  and  tuna  very  short. 
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Ogden,  Brigham  City, 

Davis  County  Canned  vegetalDle  situation  has  improved.  Considerable 

movement  at  wholesale  and  retail  levels. 

Las  Vegas  Area  No  stocks  of  "berries,  cherries,  pineapple,  grape  juice, 

and  pineapple  juice.    Pears  arc  scarce. 

AEIZOM 

C-oncral  production  situation 

Vicinity  of  Flagstaff  and  most  of  ITorthern  Counties  continues  to  have  g)  od 
prospects  for  range  and  agricultural  production.    Eastern  and  Hortheastem  counties 
lack  sufficient  moisture  hoth  on  range  and  watershed  furnishing  irrigation  water 
for  agricultural  district.    Pumping  in  G-raham  and  Greenlee  colinties  continues 
hea\'ler<.    Ho  critical  condition  exists  at  present,  however  summer  rains  badly 
needed. to  assist  in  reaching  production  requirements. 

Labor  conditions  in  the  Phoenix  area  arc  better  than  they  have  been  for  the 
past  .two  years,  although  there  is  at  this  time  a  tremendous  turnover. 

CALIPOHIJLA. 
(San  Die^o  Area  not  reporting) 

General  production  situation 

Recent  strong  winds  caused  some  damage  to  fruit  crops  in  the  Sacramento  and 
San  Joaquin  Valley.     In  the  Sacramento  Valley  heaviest  damage  was  reported  from' 
the  inTintcrs  area  where  apricot  trees  have  been  damaged.     The  San  Joaquin  Valley 
suffered  heaviest  damages.    All  operations  in  the  Delta  area  were  at  a  standstill.' 
Extent  of  damage  as  yet  of  undetermined  degree  to  peach  and  cherry  crops  tirough 
breaking  limbs  and  shattering  and  bruising  of  fruit.    Hay  baling  operations  were 
suspended  and  much  headed  grain  was  shattered*    Young  grape  vines,  fruit  trees, 
and  tomato  and  potato  vines  will  suffer  severe  damage     Considerable  damage  was 
also  caused  by  the  wind  through  soil  moisture  depletion.    In  the  Fresno  a:ea, 
peaches  and  cots  were  blown  down  after  growers  had  just  completed  thinning 
operations. 

Late  rains  have  helped  field  crops  in  the  Sacramento  area  in  general.  Some 
grapes  will  receive  additional  sulphuring- to  prevent  mildew.    In  the  San  Jo se 
area  red  oats  and  barley  were  helped  by  the  last  rain.    Red  oats  when  baled  will 
show  rust.    Volunteer  crop  is  light.. and  .bleached  out  and  v;ill  bale,  light.  .  The 
last  rains  damaged  the  crop,  ■  and  it"  she  Tild,  average  2/3  of  last  year's.    Hay.  is 
selling  in  the  field  at- §25  "per  ton.    Alfalfa  ■'crop  is  as  good  .as.  last  season, 
San  Luis  Obispo  pasture  hay  is  good  and  excellent  oh  the  coast-line  as  far  a 
Cambria.    Redding  reports  that  the  light  rains  in  the  mountain  areas  during  the 
past  week  v/ere  of  benefit  to  the  grain  crops  and- that  barley  harvest  at  lower 
elevations  is  expected  to  commence  next  w§eki  ,.'2ay  harvest  is  continuing  through- 
out the  East  Bay  area.    Most  of  the  volunteer  and  barley  hay  is  cut  and  the 
v/heat  hay  v/ill  be  harvested  soon.    Sie  hay  crop  is  averaging  about  3/^  tons  per 
acre  or  about         of  the  normal  yield.    Grain  harvest  is  also  under  way  in  the  • 
Stockton  area  and  the  first  cutting  of  alfalfa  is  -30/5  complete.    Barley  adoat 
harvest  is.  starting  around  Dixon  this  week.    Hay,  though  small  acreage,  is  veiy 
good.  '    '  i,:  '-^ 
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Los'Angeles  reports  that  the  feed  situation  is  "brighter*    A  hoat  .load  of 
CGC  v/heat  arrived- and  heavy  off erings,  of  "barley  permitted  feeders  to  stock  up. 
There  is  in  addition  a  sixty-day  allovmnce  of  soyneal  on  hand  and  no  accumulation 
of  hay  despite  heavy  offerings. 

■  la"bor  ... 
5hc  Stockton  area  reports  that  the  farm_/peak  for  spring  has  "been  reached 
and  is  now  on  the  decline,  "but  Los  Angeles,  San  Trancisco,  Sacramento,  Santa 
Hosa  areas  report  shortage  of  field  la"bor  supply  and  ol     food  processing  ]^or.. 
In  Sonoma  coxmty  there  is' a  shortage  of-  labar  for  cherry  picking  with  no  men 
availalDle  to  move  "ladders  and  pick  hi^h  cherries. 

. .  ...  ' '  ■■ 

Rice  and  tomato  plantings  have  "been  completed  in  Yolo  county,  and  pea  har- 
vesting is  also  a'bout  finished.    Bean  planting  is  now  getting  underway.  -In 
San  Joaquin  county,  cherry  harvest -is  65f^  complete;  early  onion,  harvest,  ^0%; 
tomato  planting,  95^J  potato  planting,  20fo;  asparagus  canning,  SOfoy  peach  thinning, 
SOfo',  celery  pulling  and  planting,.  25/^;  'and  early  Irish. potato  hoeing,  complete. 
Hapa  county  expects  only  60  to  JOfo  of  last  year's  prone  crop.    Pears  are  estimated 
at  not  over  ^Ofo.     G-rapes  are  normal*    There  is  a  loss  of  one^third  of  the  SartLett 
pear  crop  in  the  San  Jose  area  duo  to  climatic  conditions.      Aoout  a        crop  o'f 
the  other  varieties  is  expected. 

Watsonville  and  Saliiias  area^s  have  no  shortage  of  shook  to  date.    There  is 
a  siifficicnt  num'bcr  of  apple  "boxes  .tc)  handle  coming  crop.    The  lettuce  survey 
will  "be  completed' next  weckc,-  .  -   .  .  ^      '  . 

I33AHO  .■     ;  . 

&encral  production  situation-., 

Continuing  rains  In  the  Idaho  Tails,  have  wiped  out  possihle  irrigation'"  short- 
ages.    Some  sugar  "beets  heing  plowed  under  and  planted,  to  potatoes  duo  to  wet 
soil  holding  up  thinning  and  weeding  operations.     Crop  prospects  throughout  the 
state  continue  excellent  due.  to  favoraljlc  wea.ther  conditions. 

Mexican  lalDor  camp  novj  heing  cstahlishcd  at  Lowiston  to  aid  unskilled  farm 
lahor  requirements,  -alrt-hough  little  relief  is  seen  in  ohtaining  skilled  farm 
la"bor  to  operate  m&chani zed,  equipment  during  harvest  period.     Construction  b  now 
almost  complete  at  new -Lewi.ston  processing  .plant .    Freezing  and  canning  operations 
to  "begin  soon. 

COREtiCTIOIT;    Summary  of  Reports -of  DD  area,  supervisors  for  the  week  ending-.May  2 6 
stated:     "!+,000  acres  which  are  no ri;mlly  und,cr  summer  fallow  in  xTez  Perce  County 
are  in  crop  this  yearo"  ■  The .  Sts,tenent  sho-ul'^.  have  read  U0,000  acres  instead  cf 
l+.OOO  acres.  ■    '  .        .  .  ,. 

'  MQKa^AilA?"  '  •  .       ■  ,     .■  . 

(Billing?.  Area  no't' reporting) 

-G-eneral  production  situation  • 

General  rains  throughout  the  Helena' 'and  Great  Tall-s  area,  created  a  feeling 
of  optimism  except  in  parts  of  Hill,  Toole,  and  Glacier  coutities  where  growth  is 
still  "bacl'^rard  and  a  quite  definite  moisture  deficiency  still  exists.  Spring 
wheat  acreage  has  "been  increased  "by  the  seeding  of  summer  fallow  strips  following 
heavy  rains.    Winter  wheat  is  heading  and  looking  good  througli  heavy  weed  growth 
due  to  open  v/inter  and  retarded  spring  development  will  prove  trouhlesome  in  acme 


districts.  Ranges  and  stock  v;atcr  supply  are  nat.crially  improved  and  livestock 
is  in  excellent  shape  .in  most  afcaso'  .  _ 

A  'snail  portion  of  acreages. of  corn,  potatoes  and  heans  remains  to  he 
planted,  with  those  already  planted'  showing  good' standsc    Sheep  shearing  is  . 
under,  way.  hut  there  is' a .  shortage  of  experienced  help.-    Sugar  heets  arc 
ahout  normal,  and  lahor  situation  eased  "by  arrival  of  Mexican  Nationals. 

,  KEVADA 


General  production  situation 

Generally  speaking,  rains  and  moisture  conditions  are  good  in  the  eastern 
half  of  the  Reno  area  and  arc  poor  in  the  western  half •  ■■  Recent  ■WiMs.  .^^M 
some  damage  to  grain  and  interrupted  the  normg,l  cutting  of  hay  in  the  Las  Vegas 
area.  . .       ^        . ' ' 

Tomato  plant  crop  is  ahout  all  harvested  with 'pro hahly  20^  of  the'  crop  . 
still  loft  in  the.  fields.  ,•.  A  few  straggling  shipments  are  still  heing  made. 
Crops  are  late  particularly  in 'the  eastern  section  vrhere  there- has'' heen  cool 
weather  'but  more  precipitation.    S'econd  crop  of ;  alfalfa  h^y' i's' well  under- 
way in  the  Las  Vegas-  $irea  with  far)nors  complaining  ahoui" not  having  enough 
farm  machinery  or  lahor.    '     '•         ^  ^  '  •■   '  ••    .•  . 

Cattle  and  sheep  are  in  good  condition  over  the  entire  area.    In  Pershing 
County  there  has  "been  a  heavy  loss  of  sheej)  from  coyotes. 

OHEGOlSr-.:'..-. 

General  production  situati o_n 

Rains  this  week  have  improved  range  conditions  which  until  now 'have  'becii' 
at  least  ^25^^  deficient  in  the  Pendleton  area.      Ranges  at  higher  elevations 
where  grass- has- nat  gone  to  seed  will  hcricfit  considerahly. 

Arrival  of.  prisoners  of  war  lahor  in  two  camps  and  the  first  trainload 
of  Mejcican  nationals  gives  hotter  picture  for  lahor  pi-^hl em  in  Umatilii  County. 

■    "  .      UTi*H  ^     ■  ■   '    ■  ■ 

General  production  situation  v::--,. 

IHiring  the  first  part  of  the  week'  widespread-  precipitation  occurred  over' 
the  state  v;ith  twice  the  noi'mal  J-ojie  amount  having  fallen  hy  the  fifth  of  the 
month.    The  effects  of  the  recent  rainfall  have  heen  mostly  heneficial=  Some 
late  seeding  of  crops  has  heen  delayedj  however,  and  the  cool    wcit  weather 
has  had  a  detrimental  effect  upon  young  lamhs.    Box  i^lder  and  We  her  counties' 
report  that  the  prospects  for  alfalfa  hay  are  excellent.    Much  of  the 
Grand  county  alfalfa  is  already  harvested  and  harvest  is  getting  underway 
throughout  most  of  the  area. 

Strawherry  harvesting  has  reached  its  peak  in  Grand  County,  and  they  have 
reported  a  good  yieldo    'ihc  planting  of  heans  in  San  Juan  county  has  greatly 
exceeded  the  goal  set;  whcx'oas,  in  other  sections  of  the  area  and.  state 
the  goal  was  not  reachedo    I'he  state  goals  total  will  he  reached  hy  San  Juan's 
huavy  planting. 


The  l6  canning  plants  in  the  Ogden  area  arc  expressing  concern  over  the 
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prospects  of  a  shortage' of  lalDor  when  the  criniiing  season  "begins  this'nonth 
with  the  harvest  of  the  pea  crop.    Women  have  "been  relied  upon  in  years 
past|  hut  a  ro'dcnt.  check  revealed  that  the  majority  of  women  are  already 
employed  in  defense,  plarits.    She  canning  plants  will  need  approximately  • 
U^+OO  workers  to  process  the  seasons  crops.    Some  concern,  is'also  heing 
expres.sed  "by- processors  needing  cold  storage  space.    The  shortage 'pf  ware- 
house offering  this  space  is  "becoming  quite  evident. 

WAgHIHGTOH   

(Seattle  and  Ohehalis  not  reporting)  -    - 

General  production  situation 

,  -'W'ind  storm  damaged  fruit  and  gi-ain  crops  in  eastern  Washington  and 
Yakima  area.    The  extent  of  the  damage  has  not  yet  "been  determined.  Apple 
spraj/ing  in  the  Yakima  Valley  was  delayed. 

In  southern  Washington  a  much  needed  rain  fftll  intermittently- during  the 
fore  part  of  the  week.    Wheat  in  this  region  was  "becoming  dry  and  not  getting 
tiie  pi-oper  grov/th.    In  the  Yalii-ma  area  feed  wheat  is  adequate  and  average  hay 
•.crop  expected,..^  yEange  conditions  are  not  as  favoyahle  as  in  the  past. 

A  large  numher  of  .Mexicans .  are  to  "be  "brought  into  Southeastern  Washington 
to  work  in  the  cherry  and  pea  harvest t 

G-eneral  production  ^situation         ■  - 

Continued  heavy  precipitation  is  helping  range  grass  "but  has  further 
restricted  planting  of -certain,  cropso  .  in  G-oshen  county  there  has  "been  a 
great  loss  in  sugar  "beets,  and  i^*^  Is  said  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
"beet  acreage  in  tliat  county  will  /abandoned,  and  the  area  used  for  other 
crops,  such  as  heanso    Goshen  is  one' of  the  largest  iDeet-p reducing  areas^ 
normally  turning  out  alDout  ^,000  to  ^,000  acreso    Hov/everg  in  Laramie  and 
Platte  counties,  heet  production  will  piohahly  "be  not  very  far  "below 
normaln    It  is  expedited. tha^t  "beet  production  in  the  Big  Horn  3asin 
(Bi-g,Horn,  Park,  Wasahakie,  Hot  Springs,  and  northemFremont  counties) 
will  he  close  to  last  year's;  and  that  "bean  production,  which  was  last  year 
around  127 $000  acres,  will  he  a  little  under  100,000o 

Alfalfa  hay  crops  in  the  easte.r:a  counties  of  this  area  seem  to  he 
ahundant,  and  harvesting  may  hegin.in  a  weeko^ 
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Program  Appraisal  Dlvisior 
June  21 »  19 

(Due  to  closing  of  area 
off ic«t  Jufte  30,  this  i« 
the  final  issue  of  thie 
veekly  gummary.) 

CROP  PROSPECTS  AM)  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
SUMMARY  OP  REPORTS  OP  OD  AREA  SUPERVISORS 
Week  ending  June  l6,  I9UU 
Critical  Commoditiee 


Livestock  and  Meat  Production 


Flagstaff  Beef  supply  now  adequate  since  removal  of  restrictions  on 

farm  slaughtering.    Local  slaughtered  beef  mostly  com- 
mercial or  lower  grade.    Shipments  of  "beef  from  national 
packers  gradually  "becoming  lower  in  grade.     In  general  the 
supply  situation  iavpery  good, 

Fresno  Hogs  good  grades  200-270  "bringing  ceiling  prices.  Amendment 

15  to  WFO  75  ie  bothering  OPA  control  of  farm  slaughtered 
meat  sales  to  consximers  using  no  points  in  sale^. 


Los  Angelet  Offerings  of  approximately  8100  head  of  beef  and  I5OO 

head  of  calves  constituted  another  record  for  the  year. 
Top  quality  moving  fast.    Little  less  than  normal  supply 
of  lain>  for  thift  season.    Hog  market  satisfactory  and 
prices  slightly  up, 

San  Jose  Butcher  shops  complain  of  difficulty  in  securing  sufficient 

meat.    Pork  available  if  whole  hog  taken  but  have  trouble 
disposing  of  fat  backs  and  bellies.    Slaughter  houss  states 
situation  caused  by  shops  not  wanting  to  take  lower  grades 
of  beef  which  are  plentiful.    Situation  confused.  Lamb 
and  veal  scarce  at  slaughter  houses, 

Stockton  Demand  f#r  leabs,  hams,  pork  loins,  and  veal  far  exceeds 

supply.    Plenty  sausage,  wieners,  bologna.    Hog  supply 
tightening.    Shoulder  cuts  plentiful.    Good  grsides  ©f  beef 
scarce.    Dealers  refuse  to  take  lower  grades,  but  .at  the 
same  time  the  retail  supplies  of  lower  grade  beef  do  not 
seem  to  keep  up  with  demand.    Heavy  livestock  movement 
throughout  the  area, 

Santa  Rosa  Lambs  are  beginning  to  move  to  market, 

Moscow  Lower  grades  of  cattle  being  marketed  due  to  culling 

operations  by  producers.    Local  markets  receiving  ample 
supply  of  farm- slaughtered  beef. 


Billings 


First  grass  fat  cattle  reported  on  the  market.  Prices  for 
tops  reported  around  $lU,00.     Some  demand  for  stotft  wattle 
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Great  Falle 


Helena 


Reno 


Portland 


to  go  "back  to  range,    Itenge  conditions  reported  ae  good*  ' 
About  1000  horees  on  the  market  this  week.    Hogs  coming 
in  in  normal  quantities*    180  pound  to  270  pound  hogs 
selling  at  support  price.    Others  down  to  as  low  as  $8,00. 
Shearing  is  being  held  up  because  of  rain. 

Heavy  recovery  of  ranges  has  retarded  movement  of  cattle 
to  markets  as  the  general  tendency  seems  to  be  to  hold  for 
increased  gains.    Hog  movement  remains  about  normal 
except  that  there  is  some  movement  of  heavy  sows  due  to 
reduction  of  fall  farrowing.    Supplies  remain  normal  with 
exception  of  slight  tendency  of  some  cuts  of  meat  to 
accumulate  due  to  recent  point  changes.    Veal  is  in  easier 
supply.    Shearing  is  being  delayed  by  inclement  weather 
which  will  create  a  serious  labor  situation  when  weather 
conditions  become  favorable  due  to  tthe  postponement  of 
shearing  operations. 

Sheep  shearing  slower  than  usual  on  account  of  continued 
wet  weather.    Some  livestock  slaughterers  say  they  are 
handling  as  little  beef  as  possible  on  account  of  live 
prices  will  not  permit  getting  money  back  at  present  OPA 
ceilings.    Ranges  and  livestock  in  good  condition,. 

Conditions  of  cattle  and  range  good  in  central  and  eastern 
sections.    Livestock  in  fair  condition.  Precipitation 
too  light  to  benefit  northwestern  and  western  range. 
Western  range  reported  in  very  poor  condition.  Heavy 
lamb  losses  due  to  cold  weather  and  coyotes.  Shearing 
progressing  satisfactorily  in  all  sections. 

All  livestock  in  yards  sold  to  date  except  few  low  grade 
cows  and  bulls. 


Ogden 

Salt  Lake 
Seattle 


Spokane 
Yakima 


The  supply  of  better  grades  of  beef  is  scarce.  Storage 
facilities  for  pork,  beef  and  lard  are  crowded. 

Veal  still  very  scarce.    Other  fresh  meats  quite  prevalent, 

There  is  an  adequate  supply  of  lower  grade  cuts  of  beef, 
but  a  scarcity  of  top  quality  cuts  and  these  are  moving 
fast.    There  is  a  scarcity  of  veal,  a  plentiful  supply  of 
pork  and  a  surplus  of  lard. 

Receipts  show  very  poor  quality,* 

Utility  beef  is  backing  up  in  the  packinghouses  and  there 
is  a  strong  demand  for  canner  and  cutter  beef  to  tell  over 
the  block  point  free.    Utility  beef  is  being  boned  out 
because  of  the  slack  deaand. 


Eggs  and  Poultry 
Presno 


Chicken  market  over  supplied  to  point  of  no  demand, 
and  fillers  for  egg  cases  remain  unavailable.  Army 
porelMiefi  of  eggs  holding  strong. 


Plate 
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Lo8  Angeles 


Boise 


Idaho  yalls 


Moscow 


Billings 
Great  Fall a 


Helena 

Las  Vegae 
Pendleton 

Salt  Lake 

Seattle 
Spokane 
Laramie 


Egge  -  393i796  cases  now  in  storage  against  389 t 537  cases 
last  week*    Strong  demand  for  large  grade  A  and  AA  is 
helping  improve  medium  grade  A  situation.    Top  grade 
poultry  is  in  strong  demand.    Labor  prolDlem  "bad. 

Quantities  of  shell  eggs  are  diminishing  although  they  are 
still  "being  marketed  in  great  num'bers.    Recent  Government 
contracts  to  Swift  &  Company  at  Caldwell  and  Twin  Falls 
for  egg  "breaking  and  freezing  should  alleviate  the  condition 
some. 

Egg  production  ^dropping  sharply,  particularly  in  southern 
part  of  the  area.      However,  3  carloads  of  eggs  need 
rapid  movement. 

Although  farmers  are  culling  flocks,  there  is  no  immediate 
indication  that  flocks  will  be  liquidated  due  to  current 
egg  surplus.    Current  receipts  program  in  operation  in 
Lewiston  and  first  car  of  eggs  ready  for  shipments. 

Shipping  em"bargo  on  eggs  has  caused  confusion  among  deal'^re. 

Egg  production  still  remains  a"bnormally  high  and  shii)- 
ping  on  Government  account  is  now  effective  throughout  this 
district.    An  acute  situation  has  arisen  through  the  short- 
age of  egg  cases  which  is  "being  temporarily  relieved  "by 
the  substitution  of  orange  crates.    Some  flocks  are  being 
heavily  culled.    Poultry  population  will  remain  either 
Static  or  show  a  slight  decrease. 

Eggs  are  still  in  surplus  production  with  purchase  program 
generally  relieving  the  situation.    Production  beginning 
to  taper  off. 

Supply  becoming  tight. 

Eggs  still  in  surplus.    Receipt s  have  dropped  off  50^» 
Most  eggs  being  bought  at  27^  to  producer. 

Egg  cases  very  scarce.    Some  processors  report  only  a 
days  supply  on  hand,    Utah  Poultry  Proders  Cooperation 
report  egg  production  20^  above  similar  period  last  year. 

Surplus.    Production  over  peak.    No  egg  cases. 

Receipts  have  not  decreased  to  extent  anticipated. 

Prices  in  southeastern  counties  slipped  almost  a  cent  below 
27^  but  has  strengthened.     In  Lincoln  county,  the  price  to 
producer  is  about  23^, 


Dairy  Products 
Fresno 


Shortage  of  milkers. 


Stockton 


Shortage  of  milkers. 


Milk  ha«  increased  aT)dut  It^  In  Tillamook  area.  Season 
was  alDfut  2 -weeks  late  isiit  pastures  now  a'bove  normal. 


Ogden 


Salt  Lake 


Seattle 


Milk  production  has  reached  a  peak  Tstndition  in  Cache, 
Weher  and  Davis  counties  due  partially  to  excellent  pasture 
and  range  conditi«he»    .  , 

Cheese  supply  is  looking  "better.  Approximately  80^  pf 
normal.  Milk  prodction  is  high  and  will  continue  high 
until  pasture  begins  to  dry  up  and  flies  develop. 

There  is  an  adequate  supply  of  "butter  to  meet  civilian 
demand.    Surplus  of  milk  "but  "brick  cheese  is  scarce. 


Fruit  and  "Vegeta^ble  Grope 


Apples 
Boise 

Santa  Rosa 

Apricots 
Portland 

San  J#'se 


San  Francisco 

Beans 
Seattle 

Beets,  sugar 
Billings 
Idaho  Falls 

Great  Falls 


Ogden 


Damage  due  ti>  frost  estimated  at  15  to  25  percent, 
Indicatif'na  are  that  fruit  production  will  "be  even  "better 
than  normal, 

Apple  thinning  practically  completed.    Sarly  shipment 
will  "be  made  approximately  July  10. 


Prospects  of  a  record  crop  ,in  Hotd  River  area  if  not 
not  damaged  "by  hot  wind. 

Apricot  cr»p  in  San  Benitt-Santa  Clara  district  expected 
to  be  nearly  equal  largest  on  record.    Producers  anxious' 
to  have  price  levels  announced.    Anxiety  regarding  adequacy 
of  labor  for  picking  and  cutting.    Hot  weather  needed  tf' 
increase  sugar  content, 

Apricrt  harvest  starting  in  Contra  Costa  county.  Picking 
labor  adequate  in  Alameda  and  Contra  Costa. 


"Very  el fw  in  maturing.  Much  acreage  had  to  be  replanted 
as  itwfetft  too  cold  and  too  wet. 


Hail  damaged  about  1000  acres  of  beets  in  Billings  district. 

Clearing  weather  has  allowed  beet  thinners  to  w#*rk  and 

apparently  little  loss  will  occur, 

...» 

.■*...•  i 
The  weed  situation  is  prevalent  in  the  sugar  beet  area. 

Continued  moisture  has  made  it  impossible  to  cultivate 

any  intertilled  crfp.g  and  may  force  abandonment  4f  sugar 

beets  and  the  substitution  of  some  other  row  crops. 

Thinners  urgently  needed  In  Box  Elder  County.  One  half  of  to- 
county's  t^OO  acre  crop  remains  to  be  thinned. 


Bests, flugar 

Yakima 

31ack:"berrle6 
Seattle 

Oablpage 

Seattle 
Cherries 

Boise 

Helena 

Moscow 

.Pendleton 
Portland 
San  Jose 

San  Prancisco 

Sacramento 
Santa  Rosa 

Seattle 
Spokane 
Yakima 

Corn 
Seattle 

Currants- San  Francisco 

Grape  a 
Santa  Rosa 

Stockton 
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Increased  production  anticipated. 


A  good  yield  of  "blackberries  is  expected. 


Acreage  has  "been  cut  down  this  year. 


Damage  due  to  frost  estimated  at  15  to  25  percent, 

Flathead  cherry  crop  indications  point  to  the  TDest  in 
years. 

Picking  now  in  progress  in  Lewiston  area.    Crop  not  ae 
heavy  as  previously  reported,  but  quality  is  above  average. 

Milton-Freewater — may  crack  if  showers  continue. 

Cherries  in  Hood  River  area  about  50  percent  of  normal. 

Crop  two-thirds  picked.    Quality  reported  better  than 
average.    Picking  for  canneries  underway  for  processing 
next  week. 

Light  rains  slightly  damaged  cherries  ripe  for  harvest, 
Bing  and  Royal  Ann  cherries  being  harvested  in  Hc.yvard 
district.  Cherry  harvest  almost  completed  in  Contra  Costa 
county. 

Bainfall  June  15  quite  Injurious  to  cherry  crop. 

Cherry  crop  good  in  this  area.    Harvest  labor  for  cherries 
appears  to  be  adequate  with  local  crop  corps  doing  bulk 
of  work.    Cherry  ceiling  generally  observed.    Most  pick- 
ing at  lower  than  ceiling  rates  except  where  crop  is  light, 

A  good  crop  of  sour  cherries  is  expected  in  mid  July.  . 

Rains  have  damaged  cherries  in  Clarkston. 

Harvesting  and  packing  of  cherries  commenced  in  valley. 
Demand  strong.    Labor  shortage  affecting  harvesting. 

Very  slow  in  maturing.    Much  acreage  had  to  be  replanted. 
Currants  are  being  harvested  in  Hayward  district. 

Grapes  in  early  frosted  areas  showing  between  one- third 
and  one-half  crop. 

Mildew  on  grapes  difficult  to  control  due  to  cloudy  weather 
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Lettuce 
Seattle 

Onions 
Flagstaff 


Seattle 

Yakima 
Stockton 


Oranges 
Fresno 

Peaches 
Boise 
Seattle 
Stockton 

Peas 
Seattle 
Yakima 

Plums 
Stockton 

Potatoes 

Redding 
Prunes 


Good  crop  "being  harvested. 


Onion  acreage  infested  by  thripa.    No  critical  damage 
reported.    Poor  pollination  estimated  to  reduce  seed  onions 
yield  "by  50  percent. 

Adequate  supply  of  dry  onions,  but  moving  slow.  Scarcity 
of  green  onions. 

Increased  planting  of  sweet  Spanish  onions  over  last  year* 

to  relief  on  thrips  situation.    Attempts  being  made  to 
line  up  supply  of  Black  Leaf  UO,    If  spray  is  not  obtain- 
able it  will  mean  serious  loss  in  onion  crop,    (15OO  acres 
of  early  and  I5OO  acres  of  late  onions  in  San  «foftquin  co,) 


Valencia  oranges  90  percent  picked. 

Damage  due  to  frost  estimated  to  I5  to  25  percent. 
Acreage  small  but  good  crop  expected, 

Milde^f  on  peaches  is  widespread-^clon' y  weathsr  -nakes  contr 
difficult. 

Harvesting  began  this  we^^k  with  good  crop  anticipated* 

Fresh  market  peas  in  Yakima  valley  are  low  in  price  and 
poor  demand  has  affected  growers. 


50  percent  less  in  Santa  Hosa  plums  in  San  Joa«piin  county 
due  to  a  high  wind  a  week  ago. 


Light  frost  damage  this  week  to  potato  crop  in  Tulelake  Bas 


San  Jose 


Trees  looking  better  at  present  stage  than  for  many  seasont 
Cool  weather  expected  to  retard  crop  two  weeks.  Fruit 
sizing  up  well. 


General  Production  Situation 


ARIZOM 
(Tucson  area  not  reporting) 

In  the  riagstaff  area  the  growing  season  is  approximately  15  to  30  day« 
late.    Due  to  shortage  of  irrigation  water  and  the  late  season,  Graham  county 
reports  that  grain  and  cotton  crops  are  expected  to  "be  only  SOfo  of  normal 
yield.    In  the  Phoenix  area  the  general  production  situation  is  satisfactory 
as  a  whole  except  for  the  surplus  of  potatoes  at  this  time.    Diverson  program 
of  No,  2  is  under  way,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  approximately  200  cars  of 
No.  2  will  he  diverted.    It  is  the  consensus  of  some  in  the  industry  that 
the  diverson  program  will  prohahly  also  have  to  include  some  No.  1  potatoes. 
Lahor  conditions  continue    to  he  satisfactory  with  no  anticipated  shortage. 

CALIFORNIA 
(San  Diego  not  reporting-of f ice  closed) 

The  critical  shortage  of  pest  control  materials  may  lessen  the  tonnage 
and  quality  of  vegetables  in  the  Los  Angeles  area.    Late  rains  have  helped 
the  pasture  condition.    The  general  crop  outlook  for  the  Redding  area  is 
good.    The  rains  of  the  past  week  have  "benefited  the  ranges  at  higher 
elevations  and  damaged  cut  hay  at  lower  elevations.    The  weather  in  the 
Sacramento  area  has  heen  so  very  unusual  that  it  is  difficult  to  predict  the 
outcome.    The  low  temperati:res  have  slowed  the  maturity  of  practically  all 
crops  especially  fruits  and  some  vegetables.     If  the  weather  should  turn  to 
summer  within  the  next  week,  probahly  most  fruits  and  vegetables  will  mature 
satisfactorily  although  somewhat  later  than  usual.  Light  rains  during  the 
week  have  caused  some  damage  to  hay  in  process  of  harvest  in  San  Francisco 
area.     It  is  estimated  that  2000  transient  fruit  workers  have  moved  into 
the  Brentwocd  area.    This  is  much  better  than  expected  but  is  still  not 
enough  to  fill  all  labor  requirements. 

Canneries  in  the  San  Jose  area  have  been  advertising  very  extensively 
in  an  effort  to  induce  workers  to  register  for  coming  season.    Outlook  bo 
far  is  that  women  workers  may  be  as  much  as  255^  short  and  men  up  to  35^  short 
of  requirements.    Many  workers  refuse  to  go  on  the  night  shift  which  means 
a  drastic  cut  in  ouput  in  those  plants  operating  extra  shifts,  unless  this 
situation  can  be  solved.    All  canneries  contacted  regard  present  outlook  for 
season's  peak  as  serious.    One  of  the  larger  canneries  located  in  San  Jose 
reports  its  recruitment  campaign  thus  far  so  disappointing  that  Army-Navy 
commitments  can  not  be  filled,  let  alone  pack  anything  for  its  civilian  trade. 

Recent  high  winds  and  the  damp  weather  throughout  the  Stockton  area  have 
caused  considerable  damage  both  to  tree  fruit  and  row  crops.    Merced  County 
reports  continued  shortage  of  labor.    Late  rains  in  the  Santa  Rosa  area 
have  helped  the  hay  crops.    The  alfalfa  yield  in  unirrigated  sections 
expected  to  be  15^  larger, 

IDAHO 

Surveys  recently  conducted  by  the  Boise  office  of  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics  indicates  that  production  of  prunes,  cherries,  apples 
and  peaches  will  be  better  than  normal  in  spite  of  the  frost  late  in  May, 
although  doing  damage  estimated  at  15  to  25  percent.    General  production 
situation  continues  favorable  with  ample  moisture.    Mexican  labor  expected 
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Prunes 

Santa  Rosa 

Basp"b8rries 

Seattle 

Strawberries 
-Portland 
.S^lt  Lake 

Seattle 

Tomatoea 

Las  Vegas 

Los  Angeles 
San  Jose 
Stockton 


June  drop  of  prunes  continues,  6orae  danger  of  green  fruit 
rot,  unless  hot  Weather  develops  to  check  it. 


Crood  crop  earpec ted. 


Very  few  going  through- retail 'outlets  due  to  ceiling  prices, 
A  few  warm  days  will  ripen  hulk  of  Utah' s  strawherries. 

Very  scarce  and  slow  to  ripen  due  to  cold  weather. 


Tomato  plant  crop — rapproximately  20  to  30  million  plowed 
under  due  to  lack  of  market. 

Offerings  of  tomatoes  slightly  lighter,,  -, 

Exceptionally  large  tomato  acrSagi?  in,  this -area,  .  • 

Unseasonable  weather  retarding  growth  of  tomato  plants  in 
Mer.ced  '-county.    Wind  has  damaged  plants  oyer  entire  area. 
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to  arrive  at  LewlBton  on  June  18  to  relieve  labor  ehortage  on  fruit  crop. 
Canning  operatione  to  begin  June  17  at  new  processing  plant  at  Lewiston, 

MONTANA 

Continued  rain  In  the  G-reat  Falls  area  has  improved  the  grain  situation. 
Both  winter  and  spfing  wheat  axje  showing  excellent  growth  except  in  a  few  areaf 
in  northeast era  Pondera,    Abnormal  growth  of  weeds  is  giving  some  concern  j 
in  winter  wheat  where  delayed  germination  last  fall  gave  the  weeds  a  start. 
The  Helena, area  has  had  rain  raoe.t  every  day  during  the  last  week  and  it  has 
extended  orer  the  entire  area,    6ome  signs  of  grasshoppers  in  certain 
eectlons  of  the  Helena  area  but  corrective  measxires  are  being  taken.  The 
continued  rains  and  cold  nights  have  retarded  the  crop  growth, 

NEVADA 

Cool  weather  has  Iretarded  the  developing  of  crops  in  the  Las  Vegas 
area  but  improved  the  range  condition.    Reports  coming  in  show  an  increase 
of  ap-oroximately  20^  in  victory  gardens  over  the  19^3  figures.    In  t>je 
Reno  area  farm  operations  and  crop  growth  are  lagging  (Elke  &  Winnemucca) 
due  to  cool  rainy  weather.    Changeable  weather  with  high  winds,  sleet  and  . 
snow  in  the  hills  retarding  the  Fallon  and  Lovelock  operations.    Soma  first 
crop  of  hay  is  being  harvested  with  the  ylHd  reported  a  little  below 
normal.    Importation  of  I50  Mexican  nationals  has  helped  the  labor  sltuationi 

OREGON 

Light  rains  in  the  Eugene  and  Pendleton  areas  have  improved  growing 
conditions, 

UTAH 

(Provo  not  reporting) 

In  the  Ogden  area  the  canners  are  still  recruiting  any  and  all 
available  labor  for  the  canning  processing  season.    Only  a  very  small  per- 
centage of  their  needs  have  been  met  at  the  present  time.    Spring  wheat, 
oats  and  barley  are  all  making  excellent  growth,  particularly  in  Cache 
and  Box  Elder  counties.    The  storage  stocks  of  canned  vegetables  in  Ogden, 
Brigham  City  and  Davis  countTes  have  been  reduced.    Rainfall  in  the 
Salt  Lake  area  has  been  very  beneficial  to  ranges  and  pastures.    On  the 
alfalfa  still  standing  alfalfa  weevil  is  attaching.    In  some  sections  this 
damage  is  serious  but  can  be  alleviated  by  immediate  cutting.    All  sections 
of  this  area  are  two  weeks  or  msre  behind  in  crop  production  as  compared  to 
a  normal  year.    Fruit  prospects  continue  good  throughout  the  state, 

WASHINGTON 

(Chehalis  not  reporting) 

Eastern  Washington  has  received  beneficial  rains  during  the  past  week, 
%Aiich  have  brought  the  winter  and  spring  wheat  along  in  good  shape.  Alfalfa 
fields  show  considerable  improvement.    Storage  space  for  freshly  frozen 
fruits  in  the  Spokane  area  is  needed  but  none  seems  available. 


WYOMING 
(Thermopolis  not  reporting) 


Weather  continuee  variatXe  in  the  leranie  area.    Very  heavy  hail  storme 
in  vicinity  of  Cheyenne  have  twice  caused  considerable  damage  to  crops  and 
victory  gardens.    A  small  flood  in  the  middle  of  Big  Horn  valley  has  damaged 
some  areas  of  "beet  plantings,  and  may  result  in  some  abandonment ^  Sales 
of  seed  for  victory  gardens  in  Larmaie  coiinty  unexpectedly  high  during 
past  weeks,  indicating  greater  participation  than  was  at  first  anticipated. 


Program  Appraisal  Division 
June  2S,  I3kk 

'   '  ■  CROP  PROSPECTS  AliD  FOOD  .SUP-LIEIS 

SIJT24AHY' OF  ■  REPORTS  05*  OD  AREA '-SUPERyiSORS 
■   ■  ¥eek ■ending  June         19 • 

Critical  Comnodities 

Livestock  and  Meat  Production  ' 

Flagstaff  Cattle  marketings  expected  to  iDecome  'heavier  in  the  near 

future,  particularly  in  farm  slaughtered.;  animals.  The 
'  ■  "  ■  Forest  Service  is  requesting'  decrease'  in  cattle  numhers 

on  grazing  permits  which  action  is  expected  to  further  . 
accelerate  cattle  raar^ietings'.,    Range  and  vratershed  con- 
tinues dry  in  northeastern  and  eastern  counties.  The 
fresh  pork  supply  inadequate.     Cured  pork  shoulders  and 
hams  very  short.    'This  s-iortage.  is  attrihuted  to  a  man- 
■  pov/er  shortage  in  I'ocal  packing  plants.  ,  IJational  packers 
'•;■  _'•"  ■'       -  '  are'  shipping  very  little  pork  products  into  area.  There 
'-■•''   '  ■         ■     is  ah  adequate  supply  of  heef  at  pres.^nt.    Reports  from 
a  numlD'er  of  retail  estahlishments  indicate  that  point 
■••_■'■  /■■••  '."■  '■     val  ues  on  steaks  and' roa.sts'  cause  slow,  movement  with  the 

•■  '  ■       result'  that  a  portion  must  "be  ground  intb  hamhurger  to 
.0 ■      prevent  loss,  ,  ■■ 

Off  Brings- iof  "beef  slightly  off.    Medium,  5;rade,  non-support 
hogs  jumped  in  demand  and. price  this  week.    Lamh  and  veal 
offerings  light,'  Cp-oi; weather  stretching  out  pasture 
f ee'd.   •     ■  ' ^  '    ■   ■'  •  ■  ^  ; 

i'o  evidence  of  slaughter  livestock  hacking  up  and  general 
conditions  of  stock  good.  ..  '  '  ' 

A  great  deal  of  the  footiilll  pasturag's  is  dry  and  cattle 
are  'being  moved  off  to  the  valley  where  they  must  "be  fel 
on  hay  i^hich_  is  no't  too  plentiful,    In  general,  season 
is  quite^ abnormal;'- " ; '  ■'"  J-';;^  '   '  r' 

Lamh  and  mutton  supply  not  enough  to  satisfy  retail 
demands,  ■  '-^  ■■'  ' 

Better,  grades,  .of  .livestock  moving^'OK.  '  Veal,  lamh,  hams 
and  pork  loins  do  not  meet  demand.    Oil_supply  tightened. 
Dealers  resistance "to  lower  grade  heef  still  high.  Good 
grades  in  demand' and  supply  is  short.     Cull  cov/s  and 
lo\<!er  grade  cattle  not  moving  very. fast-.     This  is  partly 
due  to  suhsidy  'set-up,  as  packers  make  more  money  hy 
handling  lam>)s  and  hogs. 

Heavy  loss  of  shorn  sheep  caused  "by  odd  rain.  Fleeces 
very  light',  due  to  rain.  ■  Shortage  of 'ham. 

Shearing  i_s  "being  generally  postponed,  until  warm.er  and 
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drier  v./eather«     Some  loss  resulted  where  "bands  were 
sheared  early.     There  is  a  tendency  to  market  heavy  sows 
and  restrict  fall  farrowing.     Slaughtering  retailers 
still  having  difficulty  in  maintaining  "balanced  stocks 
due  to  accumulation  of  point  protected  roasts.  Still 
an  excess  of  lard,  ■'Veal  Is  -in  free  supply  in  local 
markets. 


Wet  weather  has  retarded  sheep  shearing  consideral)ly  and 
■in  some  instances  lack  of'  shearers  has  delayed  progress. 

Meats  ...seem  to  "be  plentif  ul'  -hut  ..slaughterers  reported 
,-laaning.. .av/^y  fvora  "^eef  and  toward  vealers  and  other  point 
.-f  ree  varietieSo'""  ■  Satisfaet'ory  lamlD.  and  calf  crop  in  area. 

-.-Sho.rtage  of  lam's  •an:d  -;06'rk  loins.  .--iMequate  supply  of 
shoulder"  and  hains-.\   Giaoiee  quality- of  "beef  is  short. 

.Pack.,er$  reducing  slaughter-  of  'steer-  and  heifer  "beef  as 
high  as  l^foo  ,  feetailers  no't-if led,:  that  deliveries  in  most 
in-stances.  w.ill  he  eliminated^  as  far- as  choice  cuts  are 

..~c.-p,nceri;§d/ ,  Slaught^eV^  W^      transferred  to  cows  and  hogs. 
Both  . packers  and  rf^tairers  indicate  that  there  is  a 
tendency  to  tighten  'down^  on  grading  ..thus  throwing  some 
animals,  v/hich  60  days  ago-  'would' he  graded  good,  into 

■present  commercial  grade,     Ihis,  according  to  packers, 
is  liat)le  to  result  -in  a  penalty-  on  "their  regular  suhsidy 

-,claims.,.for  reason,  that  paying-  prices  are  higher  than  the  ' 
claim  allows,  "Soth  the  He'eada' Packing  Company's  and 
Peoples'  Market's  records  show  that": their  average  loss 
per- head, ,  without  including  killing  or  any  other  charges, 
will  "be  f  rom"  ;$12  to  $lg- per  hekd,    \  .  ... 


Cattle  and  sheep)  clearing,  hut  market  slow.    Hogs  a"bout. 
,500  ,hold.overp  "buying  .on -S-  day  hol.dover  "basis  except  h,e.3-t 
of  current,  receipfs,  ' 

Overcrowded  storage  ■facilities-'  are  'affecting  slaughter 
■  operations,  f  or  .  the  American  Pack,     Supply  of  "better 
grades  of  "beef  sca-fcB  and- the  market  is  slow,  . 

:  Veal  still  scarce— front  quarter  "beef  cuts  as  well  as 
some  hind  .quarter  cuts'  still  ■Continue  to  move  slowly,  and 
as  a  .result  'are  'ground  ih-t d  liam'ourger o 

Pork  and  veal,  adequate-^-lamh  ;supp,ly  very  limited.  Good 
cattle,  scarce 'although'  th'e'r-e  is 'surplus  of  lower  grades. 

Hog  receipts  Still  remai-h  large.  .  , 


Chicken  producers,  in  no  uncertain  terms,  do  not  appre- 
ciate Tex'as  "being  used  as  price  hase. 

In  all  the  counties  there  were  395»75^  cases  in  storage 
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compared  to  393»79S  las-t  week.     Firm  market  on  top 
quality  large  and  medium.     Expect  dealers  to  draw  upon 
•  •  ■    storage  eggs  soon,.    Offerings  to  WFA  light.     Heavy  market- 

ing Leghorn  hcns»  Dressing  plants  regulating  flow  account 
labor  shortage.    Lov;er  grades  crowding  storage. 

Gant"  Host\  Culling  operations  of  poultry  "beginning  to  "be  more  wide- 

spread. 

In  Caldv/ell  are  production  off         of  peak. 

Supplies  less'  than  at  time  of  last  report.  Geoeral 
opinion  of  grocers  is  th-t  if  more  sugar  were  released 
to  housewives  'for  "baking  more  eggs  would  he  used  than  if 
the  sugar  were  released  to  "bakeries. 

Extensive  culling  and  in  some  cases  drastic  reduction  of 
flocks  is  keeping  markets  close  to  saturation,  'but  no 
difficulty  has  yet  heen  met  in  disposing  of  any  excess. 
Commercial  markets  still  refusing  shipments  of  eggSo 
Entire  area- rs  -organized  under  government  purchase  plan, 

Helena,.-;,  C  ;V'".,    :.v.  Reports . during  past' week  indicate  decline  in  egg 

■••  "  ptdctddtion  in  the  area,.  . 

Portland  .Egg:  "br'^aking  plants  starting  to  operate  have  relieved 

egg  case  situation  Considerahly. 

Market  undertone  gains  strength  on  top  grades  1jut  no 
change  in  selling  price..   .Dressing  plants  are  hooked  one 
month  in  advance.    The  labor  situation  helped  in.. 
plants  "by  close  of  'schools,  ■  •• 

Egg  receipts  decreasing,  , 

■G-osh'en,  Platte,  'and  Laramie  county  prices  on  eggs  remain 
firm- at  or  above  su"opor.t  -le.Vel.     Sales  of  laying  hens 
great.    Our  dealer  in  Goshen  countj'-  reports  that  32-00  .lljs. 
dressed  poultry ^ going  out. 

Dairy  Pro.-'ucts  .       .  .■■   •  .  .     •  , 

San  Francisco:'  '    _^--Gheddaf' cheese  sup:oly  in  retail  stores  very  short.' 

Ogden  Milk  in  .the, Cache,  'v'eber,  and  Davis  counties  still  in 

^  .peak  production.  ^  ,  '   "  ' 

Seattle  Butter  receipts  past  peak.     Supplies  are  am.ple.  Scarcity 

of  export  boxes  for  prints  and--cubes, 

Friait  en',  "^'"egetable  Crops  '  , 

Apples 

Log  Angeles  New  crop  of  apples  just  shovring;  prices  very  high. 


Great  Falls 


Seattle 

Yakima 
Laramie 


-  k  ^ 


-Yak.ima 


'Ihinning  of  apples  progressing  well. 
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Seattle 
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Apricots  not  hitting  market  in'  stride,  though  quality 
very  poor.    Rain  and  winds  have  not  helped. 

Apricots  selling  under  ceiling. 

Unseasonable  v/eather  is  expected  to  delay  ^ricot 
harvest  in  Alameda  county  ahout  two  weeks.    Picking- will 
l3egin  around  July  15th  this  year.    Growers  anxious  ^o 
have  W?A  announce  prices.    Outlook  is  dark  with  respect 
to  olDtaining  adequate  cutters  to  work  in  dry  yards. 

Apricot  harvest  will  start  next  week  with  yield  expected 
to  "be  largest  in.  10  years,     Stanislaus  county  alone 
anticipates  from  30,000  to  35,000  tons. 

Bar ly  apricots  showing  fair  size,  hut  general  cannery 
harvest  will  "be  somewhat  later  'than  usual — peak  expected 
sometime  early  in  July, 


Frost  daraage  occurred  to  hean  plantings  in  Coconino  and 
Yav6.pai  counties.    Replantings  made  immediately  with  ■ 
normal  crop  still  in  prospect,  • 

Snap  l  aans  are  "below -ceiling  .on  heavier  supply. 

Heavy  h8ah'"los6  due  to  early  drouth,  .  ; 

Heavy  frost  hipped  heans.. 

Harvesting'. and  processing  of  snap  "beans  will  hegin  on  or 
about 'June  26 »  •.. 


1500  acres  of  beets  da-naged  by  early  drouth.    ¥0  • 
estimate  of  loss  can  be  made  until  later  in  the  season, 

Sugar  beet  thinning  is  being  affected  by  a  lack  of 
labor  and  high  winds  the  last  week. 

Sugar  beet  thinning  is  nearly  completed.    Labor  for 
the  beet  .^fields  reported  satisfactory. 


Co.ntaloups  cheaper  and  supplies  larger,,   

Short  supply,  _  .  .- 

Cherry  harvest  practically  complete. 

Harvest  just  beginning.  Some  damage  to  quality  from  wet 
weather^ 
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Flathead  Valley,  looks  for  lar^':est  •  cherry  crop  in  Irt 
years.     Some  anxiety  "being'  e3Cp.ressed  ^TDOut  sufficient 
help  for  the  harvest. 

Southeastern  Washington .reports- local  cherries  are  now 
on  the  market-  l?ut  tlie  ■  crop  is  much  smaller  than  normal. 
,eio  r-burst  .dn  Glarkeon.  area -resulted  in  damage  to  cherries 

Cherry  ha-rve.st  .an'.  .-Estimated^  loss  to  fresh  fruit  market  ■ 
•hoio  due  to  .splitting  -.caus,:6d  "by  recent  heavy  rains. 


•Coa^chelia'  -"Valley  first  harve.st  of,  Tho;-mr)son  Seedless, 
■  25(^r  I'b..  whoJ,esale,-.:  llo  ceiling  -on  yet. 


Market  stronger.    May  "be  ready  for  storage.  Producers 
may  not  need  help.,       ,      ■    •.    : .. .  -.v. 

,-In:  the  ..Caldyell  are  the  crop  .is;  good..    Approximately  .-: 
.500  :aci'es  -a"bandoned  in  lialheur  Coujity, ., "Oregon,  hecause 
O'f  .weed.s..:  ;    ,    .  '  '■ 

Plentiful  supply  of  onions.  ■.' ;  : 


In  tne  Caldv.'ell  area  there  is  a  low  percentage  of 
"firsts"  .in.- these  shipped: .because:  of  rains «  Canning 
peas,  not  damag-ed.  yet.,,  .-"b.ut  5ud;;!:.e.n',  vrarni  ..spell  will  result 
in  considera.'ble  loss. 

In  Umatil.-Ia- ■County,  .the  canneries  are  in  full  swing — 
labor  apparently  CK. 


In  Clacicamae.:  Countj'" -the.  yield'. -p-er:  acre  below  'U3,  but 
increased  acreage  accounts  for  larger  production. 

'•.Jhe  earlier.- col d.  wet..:  vfgather;  has  hfel.d- ."back  t-he'.'  p.ea"-:  ;  ; 
crop  .which  vas-  planted.  'ear-Lie-r- in.- t.her.iiope-s  of  .stagger-- . 
ing  the  maturing  dates  of  the  peas.     The  present  prospects 
look  as  though  most  :..al.l;- peas  will  mature  at  the  same 
time  andv$-fcti,-.&: glu;t  the  f-a-cili,t"ie-&.-f or  handling  these  peas. 
This  may  result  in  some  loss  to  farr.rrs  in  this  area, 

p-e,&s  b-ain^  •harvested  in"  Yakima  :Fa.l-l-ey^.:.      :        •  . 
Picking  and  packing-,  o:f  plurns' and- prunes. has  started,- 


Gther  than  a  shortage  of  flats  an'  fillers,  rotatocs  are 
only  present  headache. 


Los  Angeles 


Market  on  new  potatoes  stiffening  on  heavy  offering. 
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Santa  Hosa 
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Seattle" 
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Tomatoes 
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Canned  Goods 

San  Francisco  '     '  ; 

Ogden  ■  --■■"■■■■^ 


Demand  increasing. 

Potato  planting  has  "been  completed  in  all  counties.. 


Growers  are  Vifateliirig^prunes  ^carefully  for  development 
of  green  fruit  rot  due  to  humid  cloudy  weather. 


..StrawTserry -product i'On  ■reached  its  peak  this  past  week, 
the  quality  was  excellent  "but  the  price  was  prohibitive 
to  the  majori^ty  of  fajnilities  ^^rho  do  m.uch  canning.  " 

The  stravrberry  season  will  reach  its  peak  this  next 
week.     Strawherries  are  of  excellent  quality  hut  .short 
.supply,..-;  ^ 

Stra^^^"berries  are  more  scarce  than  last  year  because  .  . 
many  local  pTrowers  put  their  "berry  acreage  into  othef 
..crops,  requiring. less.: lahori:-=    '  -  ' 


ice.  slightly  higher* 

Spotted  wilt  is  sho\\ring  mp  in' ntunher  of  tomato  fields 
in  Alameda  County  and  is  expected  to  .reduce  crop  yield 
considerab,lj,  -particularly  in  .  the  Mt.  Ede?i  district', 


Cann^ed  -.salmon,  arid- .tiana;  sup-oly.  I'h  entire  area  very  short. 

There  is  a  con-siderahle  movement  of  canned  vegetables 
at  all  levels — storage  facilities  are  greatly  improved. 


G-eneral  Prodactlon  Situation 

'  ,-.  ■■:■[.       ■  :v..--.:; : -.--Arizongr:-;;,  ^.^ 

'  '"  "     '  ('ip^cson  area  no.t  reporting)   ^ 

The  potato  diversion  pro^gram.  in  the -Phoe;'!^^^  will'  prol-.;ibly  reach  3OO  cars 

since  the  market  .for.  Ifo.,..  1' s  .Is  weak...  The:  general  prodt£ctic2-  situation  continues 
sat-lsfactory  with  n.0  part.i-cula.r.  ■■bo'ttlen^ecksv  of  .a:^  crltiea;l  nature. 

•'">"..•    ........,.;':-  -.  .-Calif omii^v- ■.:  v.-...  :  ' .'  - 

(San  Jose  are  not  reporting:)  _  .  .  .. 

In  the  Fresno  area' all  farm:  products  are  several  weeks  late  due  to  weather  _ ..  . 
conditions.     Truck  tires  scarce  in  Kern  County,    ITorraal  supplies  in  good  shape 
at  present  time.    ?eed  .situatiin.  ln  Los  .Angeles  area.' g'eherally  unchanged  except 
reported  l36at  load  of  CCC  wheat  destined  for  Loa  Angeles  reported  diverted  to   _  .. 
San  Francisco,    This  consignment  had  "been  counted  on  to  help  local  situatioh,  .  -' 
Fjntire_  food  .industry  rin  thi3,,-§.rea'  concerned-over -policy  of  ICO^  USES  referrals 
effectiye  "July '1,   "The  OPA  has  just  .  completed  .;-survey  o.f  5^0  retail  meat  outlets. 
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all  counties  except  San  Diego  and  Imperial,  relative  to  ratio  of  supply  to  demand^ 

Beef        73^  Pork         55^  Smoked  Meats  5S^ 

Veal        37f4  Lam'b  52^ 

In  the  Sacramento  area  the  crops  in  general  are  maturing  slowly  due  to  fact  th  .t 
temperature  is  averaging  from  8  to  10  degrees  cooler  than  normal  years. 
Coolness  has  "been  due  to  partial  cloudiness  as  well  as  ahnorraal  winds,  which,  of 
course,  cause  heavy  droppings  and  limb  damage  to  fruit,    ^inall  -outcome  of  fruit 
crop  in  general  is  still  a  question.  In  the  Stockton  area  seasonal  farm 
operations  are  one  week  to  ten  days  late  over  entire  area  "because  of  cool 
weather,    Merced  County  reports  that  grain  crop  is  70^  of  normal.    The  Santa  Rosa 
area  is  considering  agricultural  wage  ceilings  for  prunes,  pears,  apples,  grapes, 
hops  and  walnuts.    Indications  of  around  'J'o!p  to  80*^  ceiling  for  wages  are 
evidenced  "by  hearings, 

Montana 

Flash  floods  in  the  Billings  area  have  caused  heavy  property  and  hay  less. 
Continued  rains  in  the  Great  Falls  area  have  relieved  earlier  concern  over 
possiljility  of  inadequate  irrigation  reserves.    Reservoirs  are  filled  and  rain 
has  largely  cancelled  anticipated  early  demands  for  water. 

In  the  Helena  area  the  vret  weather  has  aided  considera"bly  in  crop  development, 
Wet  fiel'-.3  have  delayed  cultivation  aid  weeds  are  causing  considera"ble  trou'ble, 
espfcially  in  the  sugar  "beets.    Prospects  continue  good  for  heavy  fruit  crop  in 
the  Bitter  Root  Valley. 

Nevada 

Farm  labor  situa.tibn  stituation  somewhat  critical  in  the  I.as  Vegas  area. 
Temperatures  in  Reno  area  remain  "below  normal,  falling  as  much  as  20  degrees 
"below  average  "by  the  end  ofthe  week.    Temperatures  "below  freezing  are  reported 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  state.    Approximately .30  inches  of  precipitation 
was  reported  over  the  northern  and  central  portions  from  shovrers, 

Oregon 

(Eugene  area  not  reporting) 

In  the  Pendleton  area  fresh  fruit  ship-^nents  completed  a"bout  ^5  cars,  including 
tarts,  hings,  lara"berts  and  Royal  .inns.  Crop  one-half  normal,  loroduced  two-thirds 
of  I9U3  figures.    Averaged  100  pounds  per  tree. 

Utah 

(Provo  area  not  reioorting) 

In  the  Ogden  area  hordes  of  large  worms,  larvae  of  the  sphinx  moth,  are  moving 
into  north  Ogden  from  the  foothills  and  are  commencing  to  attack  tomato  plants 
and  other  victory  garden  crops  as  well  as  fruit  trees.    Agricultural  specialists 
are  conducting  a  survey  to  determine  the  concentration  of  the-  pests  and  outline 
a  campaign  of  extermination. 

Washington 

(Chehalis  area  not  reporting)  \ 
La"bor  situation  for  canneries  in  the  Seattle  area  is  serious.    VThitman  County 
reports  largest  infestation  of  grasshoppers  in  history. 


